
Supported Entry 

Moonshadows Lost in the Ivy, RA 

Best of Winners 
Tullahoma KC of Tennessee 

Sire: Ch. Zaydah Guns a Blazing 
Dam: Ch. Moonshadows Csinos Csabito 

Owners: Nancy & Andy Guagenti & Barbara Pessina 
Breeder: Barbara Pessina 

On Sunday, March 27th, 
there was an AKC Judges 
Education Seminar held at 
San Bernadina State 
University, in California. 
Art Sorkin, instructor, gave 
an interesting presentation 
about the history of the 
breed, and talked about the 
breed standards for the 
Hungarian Puli . He had 
invited Kathy and Ross 
Allen, as well as Melinda 
Peters, to bring their Pulik 
for the 'hands on' portion of 
the clinic. Melinda Peters 

Art handled his Isti 

Kathy is holding 
Neci, and Dejan 
and Neci are 
pictured with 
Kathy and Ross 

TO PULL OR NOT TO PULL, THAT IS THE QUESTION ! 
[ OR THE CONUNDRUM THAT IS THE HAIRY EAR) 

For a little background: We have always wondered where dogs came 
from . Through DNA, Scientists have discovered that dogs evolved from 
wolves. Just what wolves and where, is still cause for disagreement. 
The reason I mention this is that dogs would revert back to a prick
eared, short haired coyote-like animal if left to breed on their own. 
These animals would not have any hair in their ear canals. They also 
would not have any ear infections. Those with significant problems 
[ allergies, and such ] or their offspring, would not survive for long. 

Man has developed different breeds for different uses and traits. This 
has not always been for the best. The shepherd in Hungary didn ' t spend 
any time pulling hair out of ears. In fact, all he really wanted was a 
good working dog. Those dogs HAD to be strong and healthy. The Pumi 
and Mudi have definitely been crossed with the Puli when that shepherd 
was looking for the best worki ng dog. Those breeds with their prick and 
semi up-right ears didn't have hairy ear canals. In our Pulik, we can still 
occasionally see the influence of the Pumi and Mudi [ much to our cha
grin). 

The Puli , as it has evolved and been developed, is a drop eared breed 
with a heavier coat. This looks beautiful in our eyes but is not really 
functional. That plush coat can come with an excessively hairy ear ca
nal. This is an anomaly. In general, dogs are not supposed to have hair in 
the ear canal. 

Today: Opinions vary as to whether to pull the hair from the ears of our 
Pulik or leave it alone. Some believe if the ear is dry and has no odor, 
leave the hair alone. [ this is usually in a dry climate] It is believed the 
hair protects the external ear canal from foreign bodies. However, that 
same hair can act as a highway for the flower or seed pods of plants 

[ such as the foxtail] to travel down the ear canal. Just be aware of 
changes .The first sign of a problem is an odor emanating from the ear 
or your dog constantly shaking his/her head. So check the ears fre
quently and if you have a question, ask your Veterinarian and not an
other lay person. Problems like infections can get out of control quickly. 

Others (generally in a more humid climate) insist that the hair prevents 
air from circulating in the external ear canal and this leads to ear infec
tions including those caused by bacteria and yeasts. However, frequently 
plucking the hair from the external canal can sometimes cause irritation 
and that, in turn, can lead to infection. In that case, you will need to 
contact your Veterinarian. 

So, what have we decided ? Should we pluck or not? Have we shed any 
light on the subject? We tried, but there are so many variables that no 
one answer can cover every situation. Each Puli is different and so is 
each area of the country. The answer lies with your Veterinarian and 
what is best for your particular Puli . 

In general, excessive hair in the ears should be plucked. We all have 
different ways of doing this. All seem to work BUT ask your Veterinar
ian for his/her advice. Only your Veterinarian should probe deep in the 
ear. They won't cause harm and damage. The best advice is to just keep 
the ears clean, be aware of changes and consult with your Veterinarian if 
you have any questions. 

Your Health Committee 
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