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INTRODUCTION

Most of the articles contained in this booklet
have appeared in the magazine "Puli Pipeline,"
which is the official voice of Puli Canada, the
national club.
They cover every aspect of coat
care and grooming of the Pull, right down to the
toenails.
Wherever possible, credit has been
given
to
the author,
and
to
the original
publisher, where this was not "Pull Pipeline".
Since several different authors are involved who
are, for the most part, describing their own
experiences,
you will find
that methods of
grooming vary.
Decide which sounds best to you,
and try it.
If it doesn't work for you, or you
don't like the results, try another.
None of the
advice offered is written in stone, so feel free
to pick and choose and change your mind.
We hope that you will find this booklet helpful to
you in the care and grooming of your Puli, and
that your Pull will ultimately be the beneficiary
of all your new-found knowledge!

Stephanie Horan
Secretary, Pull Canada
Editor, "Pull Pipeline"
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GROOMING CORDED DOGS

History of Cording
The cording of Poodles in Europe dates back to the
1800's, when it was the fashion to cord Poodles
which had a natural curl to their coat.
The hair was parted off, rolled and greased. The
grease kept the coat from breaking.
The corded
coats were so long that they actually dragged on
the ground.
The owners could not wash the coat
successfully, and eventually the corded dogs
became
quite
dirty
and
the
coat
became
progressively heavier,
which proved quite a
hardship for the dog.
While the cording of Poodles was never very
popular in America, the style is becoming more
popular here for two Hungarian breeds, the Pull,
and the lesser known Komondor.
However, the
methods of cording these two breeds are different
from that used for cording the Poodle. The corded
dog is no longer greasy, smelly or dirty, and an
increasing number of Pulis and Komondors are seen
at American dog shows.
Pull Grooming - Corded Style
The Puli has a dense, weather-resisting double
coat with a wavy outer coat and a fine woolly
undercoat.
The coat should never be silky.
The
coat has a characteristic tendency to fall into
little bunches or "cords". The cording process is
a natural one and the coat does not have to be
oiled, etc, to encourage the cording.
The coat has a tendency to mat if it is not
brushed or combed properly.
Cording and matting
are two different things.
Matting results from
lack of grooming, while cording is the art of
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systematically separating the cords as they form.
The original cords come from the dead undercoat
which has been shed and which is held together by
the wavy outercoat.
Do not divide the cords into
smaller strands for this will interfere with the
natural cording process.
During the cording process (starting at about
eight months of age) regular baths are important,
as well as the periodic removal of any dirt, dry
grass, etc, which might be caught in the cords.
This way the cords will be clean all the way
through.
It is also helpful to wet the dog
thoroughly whenever possible, and then allow him
to drip dry to encourage the
natural cord
formation during the early months (from eight
months to about two years of age).
Regular grooming and care are important. The coat
has to be separated regularly (pulled apart all
the way to the skin) to prevent wider plates from
forming.
The ideal "cord" is about one half inch
to one inch in width.
Usually the natural
direction of the coat is quite evident and it can
be followed during separation. The best tools are
your fingers.
Only when a Puli is fully corded
and mature does one use a brush to remove dead
hair from between the layers of cords.
Also,
before a corded Puli is taken into the show ring,
the brush is used to fluff up the coat and remove
any dust or dirt from the surface of the cords.

The coat of a full-grown dog does not require much
attention except for separating the new cords.
A
puppy whose coat is growing rapidly must be
groomed regularly so that the coat does not mat.
The cords must be separated at least every two
weeks and the coat should be brushed with a
natural bristle brush between the cords to remove
any loose hair or dirt that may accumulate. This
must be done regularly until the puppy is eighteen
months to two years old.
Once the cords are clearly formed,
the work
becomes minimal, for once a Puli is fully corded,
no more matting will occur.
A mature coat will
require very little care except for the baths and
the occasional splitting of the cords as the new
growth of hair comes in. Always split all the way
to the skin to assure a clean healthy skin which
is free to ventilate.
A correctly corded dog will not get very dirty
because the dirt cannot get into the cords.
This
is why it is necessary to brush between the cords
to get any dirt out. Be sure to use only the soft
natural bristle brush.
Puli Grooming - Brushed Style

The cords must be separated all the way down to
the skin.
Be careful when approaching the skin especially the ears - for the skin could be ripped
open.
If the coat starts to mat, cut the mats
apart with a mat detangler. Hold the detangler on
a 45 degree angle next to the skin and pull it
through the mat away from the dog's body.
When
separating
the matting,
brush out
the dead
undercoat with a soft slicker brush, being careful
not to pull out the live coat.

In Canada, the Pull must be corded if it is to be
shown in the conformation ring, but if it is to
kept only as a pet, or shown in obedience trials,
the dog may be combed and brushed thoroughly, and
will have a
fluffy appearance.
Often the
difference in grooming between the corded dog and
the brushed dog creates the impression that they
are almost two different breeds.
It is more
difficult to keep a dog completely fluffy, for the
hair intertwines naturally. When a Pull with the
proper double coat is brushed he will be a typical
"shaggy dog" almost like a small Old English
Sheepdog.
Perhaps the most important advice to
keep in mind is that the dog should be brushed in
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such a way as to maintain the typical Puli
appearance - yet at the same time care should be
taken not to remove the undercoat.
The lack of
undercoat, whether it is the result of hereditary
factors or the result of excessive, improper
brushing (or combing) is always a serious fault!
The combing is done the same way as on other
long-coated breeds.
You start from the bottom,
lifting the outer coat and working your way out.
Use
a
rake
comb on the body coat and a
fine-toothed comb on the head area. After combing
the entire body and the legs with the rake, fluff
out the coat with a pin brush. Then trim the hair
on the foot to a rounded appearance and remove the
hair from between the pads.
Between grooming sessions check constantly for
newly developing mats. These should be opened up
regularly, for once out of hand, the results can
be disastrous.
Do not allow your Puli to become
one of those which, while appearing beautifully
brushed outside, is a solid mat below. This sort
of half-care is the cause of most skin problems.

must be rinsed several times. One rinse should be
a lemon rinse to help cut the soap. A creme rinse
must also be used to add body to the coat.
Fourth, blot or squeeze the water from the coat
with a towel. Again, do not rub!
The corded dog
is allowed to drip dry.
This will set the cords
naturally.
If you are drying a combed dog, use a
dryer.
The baths can best be described as involving the
same method as is used for washing a wool sweater
- soaking and squeezing in the shampoo and then
rinsing the coat thoroughly several times. When a
dryer is used, the coat will be soft and full,
while regular "drip drying" will have a tendency
to tighten and harden the cords.

*************** *
Published
in
"Puli
Pipeline",
Author and origin not known.

*** ** *** **** ****

Bathing the Corded Breeds
There are several rules to remember - which also
apply to some other breeds, but are especially
important in bathing the corded breeds.
First, never bathe a dog with mats in its coat.
Bathing will set the mats in and make them more
difficult to get out.
Second, squeeze the soap into the coat.
Do not
rub!
Do not use circular motions when applying
the shampoo, since any time you disturb the
natural direction of the coat, new mats are
created.
Third,

rinse

the

coat

thoroughly.
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COAT CARE
Peter Munchheimer
If you are a new Puli owner, it will soon become
apparent to you that a Puli does not have a smooth
coat, since at the age of two to three months the
puppy hair starts to be infiltrated by a mature
coat.
This second coat has the characteristic of
clumping into little bunches, which may be combed
out but will soon form again.
This second coat
consists
of
two
types
of
hair
which,
of
themselves, have little or no tendency to form
cords of the "Puszta-coat".
It is only through
the presence of a third type of hair, the
undercoat, that we have the typical corded coat.
The undercoat
determines
the
cording;
thus,
insufficient undercoat or a non-uniform covering
of the entire body will prevent the formation of
the unique corded coat of the Puli.
A complete
lack of undercoat is referred to as an open coat.
The open coat is a genetic error and must not be
mistaken for
a
brushed-out
coat,
where
the
formation
of
the
cords
has
been
actively
prevented. The open coat is a fault due to a lack
of the undercoat.
The brushed-out coat is a
cosmetic variation due to
stripping of
the
undercoat that is there.
The woolly undercoat won't be apparent until your
Puli is approximately six months old.
The
undercoat is a very virile hair and essentially
overgrows the other types of hair. Therefore some
weeding must be done so that cords, not mats of
unruly hair, are formed.
Mats are not only
cosmetically unattractive, but are also places
where skin infections may start.
We should
therefore start separating any mats as soon as
they form by pulling them apart rather than by
cutting them.
It would be easy to rationalize that in the wild
no-one takes care of the mats; therefore any coat
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condition that they get is the correct one.
However, since they are not living in the puszta,
but in our homes, some domestication must be done.
If they were running loose in sheep country they
would be constantly exposed to the pulling fingers
of brush and bramble which would tend to decimate
the wool and pull off loose cords.
Rolling in
sand or rubbing themselves on dry grass would
remove some excess oil as well as the food
remains.
Consequently, we must do it for them,
and from this it readily follows that CORDED and
UNKEMPT are NOT synomymous.
It is recommended that one starts hair care at an
early age, preferably as soon as the mother
neglects to do so, or as soon as you acquire your
new puppy·
There are several reasons for this.
It is beneficial to the puppy, and it is already
used to being cared for by the mother, and is more
likely to accept this new care than if you start
several months later when it will seem a new and
totally unrelated experience.
Furthermore, this
contact is beneficial for the puppy's social
development and lays down a foundation for a good
master-dog relationship when it is started at this
age.
In the beginning there is hardly any woolly
undercoat and we need only brush him at least once
a week.
Brushing should be against the grain,
serving a dual purpose of cleaning and massaging
the skin,
which in turn stimulates a good
superficial blood supply.
As
soon as the
undercoat really starts to develop and we can see
mats forming, we must start separating them by
hand.
Separation must be down to the skin.
Starting at the tip of a mat, it is carefully
pulled apart into cord-like bunches of the size we
like to see in cords. Care should be taken as we
approach the skin not to harm it, and not to work
at this task for very long. Puppies don't have a
long attention span and it is better to do a
little bit often and have a happy puppy who will
one day consider this as tender, loving care!
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Eventually you will be able to do large areas of
your dog and - at long last - the day will arrive
when you can go over the whole coat at one time.
The hardest work is now over, and you need only
keep up routine maintenance.
Special attention
should be given to certain areas whick will tend
to forms mats readily: behind the ears, behind the
legs, and around the tail.
A good coat requires constant attention, although
only a minimum amount of time is required if you
do it regularly.
As the coat matures and cords
are formed, less but constant work is needed. As
the cords form, they should be helped to be
uniform in size; those that are skinny can be
twisted together with another one so that the
overall effect is one of unifrom cord thickness.
This is not to imply that all Pulis should have
the same diameter cords - they won't.
It is only
the cords on each dog that should be the same size
and shape.
It cannot be over-emphasized that
regular and frequent care creates and conserves a
good corded coat, while at the same time utilizing
only a small amount of time.
For instance, when
you stroke your Puli and you find the beginning of
a mat, pull it apart right away.
Remember, this
is also a time of body contact with your Puli and
a means of giving him affection and attention.
Eventually, you will be doing this routinely and
even subconsciously - to the point that you may
find yourself doing it to a friend's Puli!
Finally, let me mention that it takes three to
four years to get a really long, mature corded
coat. As the coat matures and the cords elongate,
we can, of course, no longer massage the skin by
brushing and we must now periodically massage it,
much the same way a beautician or hairdresser does
our scalps - and for the reason: namely, to
stimulate peripheral circulation. A by-product of
this scratching and massaging is that we locate
any new mat formation, and your Puli will like
this special attention.

- 8 -

The ears are a special problem area.
for one
thing,
all
droop-eared dogs have a
greater
tendency f or ear infection than dogs with upright
ears, due to insufficient ventilatio n and the
mechanical action of the ear itself to pick up
various debris. Watch your Pull and you will see
that the ears literally drag on the ground in some
cases when he is snuffi ng around outs ide.
For
this reason the ears should always be kept clean
inside and out. Wax build-up will vary with each
dog and should be constantly checked; this is a
good place for infection.
Soap and water or a
very mild 3% peroxide solution helps keep the skin
clean.
Some writers advocate remov ing the fine
hair inside the ear.
The ear is definitely an
area where an ounce of prevention is better than a
po und of repair.
Secondly, the hair on the outside of the ear has a
tendency to form large mats to the point that the
ear is one whole mat, which then slowly becomes
matted to the side of the head.
A slightly
thinne r cord i s recommended for the ear around the
ear
to permi t
ease of motion and adequate
ventilation.
The same t ype o f cord is also
recommended for the side of the head beneath the
ears.
If you have time for only a minimum of
care, the ear should be the area to observe,
making sure that it is open and free of snarls and
tangles and foreign objects, such as burrs.
By
giving the ears proper care, your Pull will have
the
desired head shape if he
is otherwise
structurally correct.
Too much hair may give the
false impression of a Pumi head, whereas matting
of the hair may give the false impression of
overly long ears; both are undesirable.
Another area requiring special attention is the
muzzle, both beneath the lower jaw and around the
eyes. The area around the mouth must obviously be
cleansed for food remains.
If you have a white
Puli the problem of cleanlin es s is even more
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i mpo rtant. Staining around the eyes from draining
can be a great problem with black or white Pul is
unless periodic, daily cleansing is enforced .
Once l o ng cords have formed on the head and over
the eyes, this tearing will lessen .
It may be
that the less corded hairs act as a constant
irritant
on
the eyes,
causing a
continuous
weeping.
A second benefit of cording over the
eyes is that your Puli will be able to see again.
You may notice that as the hair lengthens and
covers the eyes, but has not yet corded, your Puli
has very limited vision, which may cause him to
rub his head to get rid of this (by him) unwant d
hair.
A section which is important for cosmetic if not
hygienic reasons is the tail. The tail has
propensity to become one large mat with a few
straggly cords sticking out from it. Furthermore,
it almost seems that the mats are more tenacious
and very difficult to separate.
If by chance you
have let an area go too long to be able to ge
access with your fingers, you must use scissors but carefully.
Snip only deep enough into a mat
so that you can get a good grip and start tearing
by hand; don't cut all the way through.
Careful
work will result in a beautiful, proud plume of
cords.

so that you get a reverse shingling effect with
the upper cords hanging down long over this area.
If you note while trimming that the toes seem
extremely dry and are cracking from exposure to
alkali sand, sea water, or snow, rub them with a
little Vaseline.
Eventually your Pull's cords will reach the ground
and must be trimmed, if for no other reason than
to prevent him from tripping himself and to keep
the ends from dragging in the dirt.
Trimming
should be done while the dog is standing on a
table.
This way you are less likely to cut holes
in the coat or to trim the edges unevenly.
Trimming just prior to a show is not recommended
since the cords will then have an unnatural,
blunt, squared-off look.

****************
Published
in
"Puli
Pipeline",
April
1984.
Originally published in "Pulikeynotes", magazine
of the Puli Club of Southern California.

************** * *

There is one area where scissors should and must
be used, and that is between the toes and the
balls of the feet.
Unless cut back periodically,
the hair between the balls of the feet will
continue to grow, pushing them apart and giving
the appearance of overly large splayed feet, as
well as providing an improper walk.
The excess
hair is easily trimmed with scissors.
The hair
between and around the toes should also be trimmed
so that the overall appearance is of a neat, tight
little foot.
While you are trimming this area,
brush back some of the cords of the lower leg and
trim the hair about 1 to 2 inches above the paws
- 10 -
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CARE AND GROOMING OF THE PULI COAT
Louise Beerman
Part I - Nature of the Puli Coat
One of the best descriptions of the nature of the
Puli coat that I have ever read appears in an
article written by Dr Imre Bordacs entitled "The
Puli": I have taken the liberty of quoting this
well-known Hungarian breeder in my description
which follows:
"The classical Puli coat developed as a
result of environment.
This coat would
best
protect
the
Puli
against
the
hardships of weather and nature and serve
best
in not
restricting
the
Puli' s
movement.
This is how the felty tassel
or cord ..•••• evolved."
The Puli is a working dog, a herding dog. He has
been developed over the centuries in his body
conformation and mental
aptitude _to
perform
specific functions, herding and guarding, and the
Puli can perform these functions exceptionally
well.
I believe one of our responsibilities as
breeders and fanciers of Pulis is to maintain this
degree of excellence that has been developed.

covers
the
whole
body
with
proportionately
uniform
ribbon-like
tassels which are approximately the width
of one half-inch."
These tassels are formed by the shorter woolly
undercoat falling in the longer silkier outercoat.
Pulis are double-coated dogs -- it is essential
that both coats be present in order to have cords
form. Not all cords on a Puli will be of an ideal
nature.
You find small round cords or heavy
rounded cords as well.
I have found that the
cords on the face and underside and paws tend to
be more round than flat.
This variety does not
indicate poor coat, remember the perfect Puli has

Skin

•.

Centre
Guide H.air

If a combed-out coat had been most functional to
the Puli in his work then that is the type of coat
he would have developed.
Pulis are corded dogs,
and one of the reasons they are is because the
busy shepherd found it an easy coat to maintain.
Dr Bordacs:
"This unique coat formation has been
grossly instrumental in the establishment
of the good reputation of the Puli to be
among the most rugged breeds not easily
prone to health or skin problems."
What, then, is a corded Puli coat? Again from Dr
Bordacs:
"The ideal type is the flat cord which
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Havy outer
coat
Woo.lly
undercoat

CORD STRUCTURE
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yet to be born. Unevenness in length and in the
profuseness of the coat is not uncommon, nor is it
a fault. The only types of coat one would really
fault are the open coats or the matted neglected
coats.
There is no cure for the former, but a
little work can often fix the latter. The type of
coat which does form depends on the proportion on
under- and outercoat that a Pull has.
An
over-abundance of outercoat encourages cording,
and
over-abundance
of
undercoat
encourages
matting.
No undercoat will create a silky smooth coat that
will not cord. No or little outercoat results in
a woolly bristlycoat that sheds.
I have seen
none of the latter, but several of the silky
coats.
These are called open coats, and are
faulty in Pulis.
An open-coated Puli should be
excluded from breeding.

tail, you can see a lot of it here. That's why it
mats there. Decide for yourself which areas need
the most work.
I will leave you with another thought from Dr
Bordacs:
"In my opinion, over-emphasis has been
given
lately
to
the
length
and
profuseness of the coat, which, although
impressive, often hides major faults and
shortcomings."

************* **
Originally printed in "Pull Pipeline", March 197 5

**** ***********

The coat of each Puli will vary and the coat on
different parts of the same Puli will vary. Heavy
matting behind the ears,
on the neck and
shoulders, on the rump, under the tail and on the
thighs is common to all Pulis in some degree.
These are problem areas to watch constantly.
In looking you will notice many grey hairs in your
Puli
you aren't worrying him to death,
honestly!
Pulis are black dogs (unless they are
white or grey) but it is a unique black. It has
to look weathered, therefore it has grey and
bronze colouring mixed in. However, they are not
solid patches of colour other than black. Whites
are white with black noses and pigmentation.
Greys are about the colouring of grey Persian lamb
coats.
As a Puli owner you have come to recognize the
nature of your Puli' s coat.
Go and get him and
take a good look, find and identify the woolly
undercoat, look at the top of his back under his
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CARE AND GROOMING OF THE PULl COAT
Louise Beerman
Part II - The Corded Coat
People frequently ask us to show them how to
"cord" their Pulis, or equally guilty, we as
breeders will offer lessons in "cording". A Puli
with the proper coat, a double coat fairly well
balanced in under and out coat, doesn't need human
help to cord. The formation of cords is a natural
process, unique to two breeds of dog, the Puli and
the Komondor, as explained in Part I, because of
the
woolly
undercoat
shedding
and
becoming
entangled in the longer outer coat.
The point I
want to make is that we are really caring for a
corded coat, we are not creating cords. If a Puli
coat does not cord of its own volition, I don't
think there is anything we as owners can do to
make it cord.

greater importance, it teaches your pup to sit
still for grooming and gives you and him a close
caring moment that as a baby he needs and truly
enjoys.
Make these early sessions fun for him by
being gentle in your hand and voice, and perhaps
rewarding him with a dog cookie and a good walk at
the end.
Be firm, however, and make your pup sit
quietly, don't allow him to eat the brush or you
during his grooming.
In a few weeks you'll have
taught him a lesson which will help him and you
all his life -- a dog who can sit well for
grooming is a great asset, especially if you show.
I have found mine hold better for medication or
veterinary care because they are accustomed to
being put up on tables and being handled and poked
at.
One word on brushes -- I use wig brushes, those
oval brushes with metal needles.
With pups you
need a light hand.
If a child is grooming (not a
bad idea for child or dog) I would suggest a
softer brush, a baby brush. The idea of brushing
is just to remove surface dirt and keep hair from
matting.

Because the Puli coat goes through three phases in
its growth, I'll discuss coat care in each stage.
Stage I is the puppy from Day One to around 9
months.
His puppy coat is shiny black and wavy.
If you are picking a pup from a new litter look
for waviness of coat; it is usually an indication
of good future cording.
As he grows his hair
becomes fluffier and longer, but still has that
wavy, almost curly quality.
At about 8 or 9
months the hair is usually about 1 1/2 - 2 inches
long and you will begin to see it going into small
tufts of hair.
These are neophyte cords.
If you
gently press part of the hair down you will see
that these tufts originate at the skin (i.e. you
can see skin around each cord). At this stage of
development you don't really have much work.
Brush your pup weekly against the grain.
This
serves several purposes.
It stimulates blood
circulation to the skin, which promotes hair
growth.
It spreads body oils around, avoiding
build-up and doggy odour.
And perhaps of even

Stage II is from about 9 months to around 18 - 24
months.
During this
period
the cords are
establishing and forming. Remember once a cord is
made it is there for life, or until it gets pulled
out.
If the dog's coat is dirty when cords are
forming, that dirt is permanently embedded in the
cords.
Keep your dog very clean during this
period.
We had a bad experience with our male
Puli Bago at this stage.
He was just cording up
well when Fall came.
He watched me rake a huge
pile of dead leaves and at the end he leaped in,
rolled around and crushed the leaves.
Great fun
for a Puli.
We brushed like crazy for days.
I
finally bathed him; we got most of it out, but for
several years afterwards we'd find cords that had
crushed leaves in them.
(Ed. note: we had a
similar experience with a young dog that had an
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old red sweater as part of his bedding. He loved
to rip it up.
Sure enough, years later we kept
finding bits of red wool in his cords.
Very
pretty on a black Puli!)
During this forming stage you must not only brush
with your pin brush, but also work with your
fingers.
The best grooming tools for a Puli are
your fingers.
At this stage I would begin a
grooming by brushing completely to remove dust and
debris.
Then I'd work on problem areas and
separate cords with my fingers. The areas to work
on constantly are: behind the ears, on the flanks,
and around the tail.
How to separate cords? An idea for the novice is
to lay your dog on his side and fold up his hair,
so that you begin to work on the hair which grows
on his lower body first, and move up to the top of
his back in layers.
As you look you'll see that
the hair is divided in tufts at the skin and joins
in a twist as it moves out from the body. If two
tufts are tangled find the ends and pull apart
gently towards the skin.
I sometimes give newly
separated cords a twist to encourage their staying
separate.
Try to follow the natural tendency of
the coat. If you just help nature rather than try
to create something new, the cording will be more
successful and permanent.
If you find a large mat, try to find cord ends and
pull it apart into cords.
If this is impossible
then use scissors to cut open the mat into several
strands; pull these free to the skin, twist, and
probably they'll establish as cords.
The mature dog in Stage III, whose coat is corded,
is more likely to have mats than a senior puppy.
The mature dog who was properly corded in
puppyhood needs only minimal care.
I would
suggest regular brushing and constant checking for
mats.
Just keep pulling cords apart; make sure

there is always skin visible around each cord. Do
not allow the skin to be covered with mats. Skin
infection will follow and the dog may need to be
sheared.
When we pet our dogs we automatically
ruffle the cords looking for mats and separate as
we find any.
One more thing to look for in working on a mature
coat is cord ends -- these should be pointed.
If
it is rounded off and sealed up the cord cannot
grow.
Thus hair shedding from above cannot twist
into the longer hair, so it mats.
These are
called dead end cords. Use scissors to cut these
open about 1/4 inch up the cord and with fingers
try to pull down some longer hair.
Once open
these cords seem to grow on normally.
I have not mentioned baths at all.
I'll do that
in a separate article.
I just want to caution
that over-bathing causes loss of body oil and can
result
in
dry
skin
conditions
leading
to
infection.
This is especially true of pups. So
unless your dog gets really muddy or mucky, brush,
don't bath. Lots of fresh air keep Pulis fresh as
well.
At this point you are probably anxious to get to
work and do that coat.
If by chance the thought
of all the work has discouraged you let me leave
you with an incentive. A corded coat helps a Puli
maintain his body temperature.
Obviously in
winter it keeps him warm.
The warm air heated by
his body is held in the cords, and air is a great
insulator.
In summer cool air created by his
running body is trapped in his cords and insulates
him to keep him cool.
In Israel many herding
breeds were tried with the sheep on the desert.
Most died of heat prostration.
Finally the Puli
was tried -- cords and all he is still herding
there.

***************
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CARE AND GROOMING OF THE PULl COAT
Louise Beerman
Part III - The Bath
In Part II we went through the stages of
development of a Puli coat from puppyhood to
maturity and explained what grooming was required.
We dealt mainly with the co~ding process and how
to groom a corded coat at its various stages of
development.
In this article we' 11 go over the
bath and general dog care.
Before I do that, however, I want to make a
comment on the combed Puli coat.
There are
article available from the u.s. on the combed coat
and how to maintain it.
In the States a Puli may
be shown combed or corded.
In Canada the Puli
standard allows only for the corded coat.
A
combed coat must have the same qualities as a
corded coat; that is, it must have an equal
balance of under- and outer coat. This means that
a good combed coat wi 11 quickly cord if not
brushed daily.
The point of combing a coat that
has a natural tendency to cord eludes me. Anyhow,
the point is if your Puli will not cord, don't
assume that you have a combed Puli - you don't you have a Puli who is deficient in coat quality
and is not cording. His coat will not reduce his
value as a pet, but please do not breed him or
her.
Before I get myself into really hot water
and tell you what I think of combing Pulis, let's
get into the bath!
When should you bath your darling?
Well, after
he's rolled in sheep (cow, horse, chicken, budgie)
manure is a good time; or after he's blithely
slipped through the mud; or just before the dog
show at which he will win Best in Show. Exercise
some restraint and unless you can't live with him
another moment, don't bath.
Too much bathing
dries the skin and rinses away the natural oils
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which keep him from skin troubles. Pulis have an
excess of body oil, a water-proofing oil, very
helpful to the outdoor working dog. However, for
the dog who is in a lot the oil can become rancid
and give a doggy odour.
Before you bath, brush well with your pin brush
and separate all cords.
After this, you may
decide not to bath at all. Do any clipping before
he goes in the water.
Yes, you can clip a Puli,
just use discretion; clip around the paws to
create a cat paw effect, rather than a duck foot
look.
This serves two purposes;
the dog's
movement looks better, and the floor doesn't get
as muddy.
In winter I sometimes clip out hair
between the pads so that ice does not form in
these and cut the pad.
We also clip around the
mouth, carefully removing cords that have become
offensive with accumulated food.
Also around the
anus and rectum we clip offensive cords.
Pluck
hair from inside the ears by taking the hair
between thumb and forefinger and pulling.
It
doesn't hurt the dog.
Before putting the dog in
the water put a few drops of mineral oil in each
eye to keep out soap, and put cotton balls in each
ear to keep the water from going in.
Do not make the bath water hot or ice-cold, but
colder rather than warmer. Use a good dog shampoo
- ones formulated for the Poodle coat are good.
We have also found that some of the human shampoos
are good, for example, Baby Shampoo or Protein 21
A dog should
- be careful of heavy perfumes.
smell clean, not like someone's boudoir. If odour
is a problem, put a few drops of Nilodor in the
water and then soak the offensive cords in it.

dog in some order so that you are sure you wash
all of him.
Don't expect your Puli to co-operate
or even enjoy his bath -- he's a rare one if he
does. When you have washed all over rinse him all
over again, and if you wish rinse some hair
conditioner through the coat. Go easy on this: if
you get too much in the coat it will be sticky.
While the dog is still in the bath squeeze the
water out of the cords.
Take a handful of cords
and using them as a towel, start at the top of the
dog and work down.
When you've gotten as much
water as you can out of the coat by squeezing,
then wrap him in a big towel and squeeze the cords
again and again inside the towel.
If you have a dog dryer, or want to sit with your
hair dryer, you can dry the coat this way. We dry
our dogs with towels and then bed them down near
the heat registers, and next morning they are
pretty well dry.
In winter, be careful -- a Puli
with a mature coat needs a good 24 hours to be
really dry.
When he is dry a good brushing with
the pin brush will complete the bath and grooming.

**************
Originally published in "Puli Pipeline", November

1975.
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We mentally divide our dog into five parts - left
and right hind, left and right shoulder, and head.
We apply the soap, sparingly, at the top of the
body and work it with the hands down through the
coat. Then rinse this area and proceed around the
- 22 -
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BATHING THE PULI
Anne Kennedy
Though many people feel that frequent bathing
dries out the Pull's coat, I find that with good
care and proper bathing such is not the case.
I
bathe the dogs that I exhibit before every show
and the dogs that I do not exhibit when I feel
they need it.
This depends entirely on the
individual Pull, for like children some are neat
and clean even after eating while others will make
a mess of everything in sight just taking a drink
of water.
Therefore, I don't feel one can say
exactly how often to bathe any Pull except one's
own.
Before bathing any Pull, I take special care of
the ears, eyes and feet.
The inner ear should be
kept free of hair so that air may circulate
freely.
I find that I can easily remove the hair
with my fingers without causing any discomfort to
the dog, though he make shake his head for a short
time afterward.
To clean the ear, I dampen a
piece of cotton with alcohol, wiping the inside of
the ear thoroughly.
Alcohol should NEVER be put
into the ear.
If I need to soften the wax in the
ear canal, I put a drop or two of mineral oil into
the ear, allowing it to set for a few minutes
while massaging the base of the ear.
Then I swab
it out.
Long-haired dogs seem to be especially
susceptible to ear infections if their ears are
neglected. If any odour from the ears is noted, a
vet should be called because the odour is usually
an indication of infection.
The Pull's eyes need special attention also, for
like the eyes of all long-haired breeds, they have
a tendency to matter.
A drop of mineral oil
rubbed under the eye will prevent matter from
forming.
The eyes can be cleaned with a piece of
cotton damped in warm water.
I never use Boric
acid for anything on a dog, especially the eyes.
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The Pull's feet also need attention.
The fur
between the pads needs trimming to help keep the
pads tight and to keep the dog well up on his
feet.
I take round-ended baby scissors and trim
the hair between the pads. I also trim around the
feet to give them a neater look, trimming to the
edge of the nails, but not allowing the nails to
show.
Untrimmed feet can make a Pull look as if
he is toeing in or out.
By the same token, the
tendency to toe in or out may be camouflaged by
careful trimming.
Before bathing I put cotton in the ears and a drop
of mineral oil in the eyes. I also check the anal
glands.
These are scent glands located on each
side of the anus. With a piece of cotton, I apply
gentle pressure with the thumb on one side and the
forefinger on the opposite side.
The normal
secretion is brown; if pus or blood is secreted,
the glands require treatment by a vet.
An abcess
may result if neglected.
There are many shampoos on the market. I prefer a
medicated one which makes the coat look very
manageable as well as giving it the "alive" look.
The easiest place for me to bathe my Pulis is in
the bathtub in spite of clogged drains.
I
attached a hose and spray to the shower head to
facilitate soaking and rinsing.
On a corded dog, I begin by wetting the coat
thoroughly, then putting a little shampoo down the
part of his back.
Next, I spray a little warm
water on him, proceeding to gently massage the
shampoo into the skin.
In much the same manner as one washes a wool
sweater, I squeeze the shampoo through the cords,
beginning at one end and working systematically so
that the dog is thoroughly massaged and completely
saturated.
I work slowly so that the medication

- 25 -

in the shampoo has time to work on the skin.
After the corded Puli has been thoroughly rinsed,
he should be allowed to drip so that the excess
water drains from his cords.
Then I use a large
beach towel to blot the ends of the cords and even
wring them as I would wet cloth.
I complete the
drying process with a dryer.
On a combed dog, I begin by completely grooming
the coat, making sure it is free from mats because
mats tend to tighten if wet.
I NEVER SCRUB
BRISKLY, for this could easily cause mats.
One
does not bathe a Puli. because the skin is dirty
but because the coat is dirty.
Thus, it is not
necessary to rub the skin.
I also dry the combed
Puli with a dryer. To speed the drying process, I
often fluff the coat with a towel at the same time
the dog is under the dryer.
However, I never
brush the coat until it is thoroughly dry.

* * ****** ********
Published
in
"Puli
Pipeline",
June
1984.
Originally published in "Grooming the Puli" by
Anne Kennedy; published by the Puli r.lub of
America.
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CLIPPING THE CORDED COAT
Sally Hines

In the spring many Puli owners consider clipping
thei r Puli's coat for summer convenience. A total
cli pdown is not necessary.
If you want to
maintain the look and easy care (no brush) aspects
of the corded coat, an annual short clip may solve
your problem. The dog will dry quicker and gather
less underbrush in his coat.
A short clip can
alleviate the odour problem in males.
The technique is simple.
Pick a random length
(four or more inches) depending on how short a
look you want. Start with the top layers of cords
nd cut each cord to that length. This will give
your Puli an overall layered look.
You may want
the leg cords slightly shorter. To establish the
length, you may want to follow a notch on your
scis sors or the length of your hand. You may want
to trim the face whiskers and beard a little
s horter. Be sure to trim the tail too.
I use scissors.
It doesn't matter if they are
go od scissors or not.
Cutting cords dulls
sci ssors, so try to find some that will do the job
well enough and will be comfortable on your hands
as the cutting can be tough.
You can also use a
single-edge razor blade carefully; it does a fast
a nd natural-appearing job.
Cut the cord on an
a ngle. A blunt cut looks unnatural. Within a few
days, an angle cut looks again like a natural
uncut cord with some curl to the ends. Working on
a clean dry dog is best.
Dirt and grit dull the
scissors quickly.
On a wet dog the coat doesn't
hang as naturally as it will when dry, and for the
"layered-shaped" clip described below, this is
important.
Pulidom abounds with scratched out or damaged
coats.
Pull "half-and-half" disease is the
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frequent outcome of a bout with fleas. The result
is the look of long cords on the rear and short
coat on the front. The best approach to this coat
is to trim back the longer rear coat and blend it
in with the shorter front coat.
Another happier
reason to trim is that the coat is so long that
the dog walks on it.

Illustrations by Hines

The intent is to give the coat the look of a twoor three-year-old coat with the shorter top cords
and a layered look on the sides. To achieve this,
have the Pull stand with his coat lying naturally,
part straight. Have a good look at what you want
to do.
If you have a few bad holes, don't worry,
you will give the coat an overall shape that will
improve as more coat grows.
Often a neat trim
minimizes the holes.
Pick a top line length (six to eight inches), see
illustration.
You will clip all top layer cords
approximately this length.
Don't cut a straight
horizontal line as this will make the dog look
longer.
Make the cords slightly longer in front,
sloping up towards the tuckup, then back down over
the rear.
Make the first cut on the side at the
tuckup or loin.
To make sure that both sides are
even, pull up the short cords on both sides and
cut them to the same length.
After you have
established that line by angle-cutting the top
layer of cords, cut the next layer slightly
longer.
If your dog has a dense coat, the
"slightly" longer will be less than if your dog's
coat is thinner or damaged.
Exact length is by
eye, but one half inch to two inches is a good
approximation. Keep in mind that a nicely layered
coat will look thicker and fuller than one that is
all the same length. Proceed layer by layer until
you reach the bottom cords.
Trim a bottom line
similar to the fall of the coat, longer in the
front and shorter toward the back.
What about

the

front

and back?
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With the rear,
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continue your top layer around the back. Be sure
and blend the tail in.
If this is a dog you are
showing, think both how the dog naturally carries
his tail and how you want to use the tail when the
dog is set up.
Sometimes the tail can cover some
of the holes and heighten the look of a full coat
if layered in with the body clip.

THE BRUSHED COAT
Cheryl Prokopowich
If you plan to show your Puli in conformation, he
must have a corded coat. But if you have a pet or
an obedience dog, or if you have decided you don't
want to show him any more, he may be brushed.

The front of the dog and the head are most
important.
Many people have their own taste in
the length of beard and whiskers.
I end the coat
about nose length, for cleanliness and because I
like to see the dog's nose.
In the illustration,
a top layer is shown for the head coat. Layering
the head is helpful if the dog has blown the top
of his head coat but not the long whiskers.
Looking at the dog from the front, plan a gentle
upward curve from nose to ears. Again layer down
from this into the ruff.
If you have thin head
coat, you can't layer much, but layering makes the
coat look thicker.
Be sure to go on around the
side of the dog and even trim up from the bottom
of the ear toward the shoulder. Frequently people
trim the front of the head but don't work on
around the side; the results is a triangular
shaped head rather than a round one.

Brushing out a pet puppy is the easiest way to
have a brushed coat.
All that is required is a
onc e-a-week grooming session to keep cords from
for ming.
As your puppy matures you may have to
inc rease these sessions to twice a week, but if
the y are done properly and thoroughly, that should
suffi ce.

When you are finished, let the Puli run a bit so
you can see what cords you missed.
If it's not
perfect, remember, it will grow.
Realistically,
time involved in trimming is one to three hours.

The de-cording process is tough, and only someone
who is very dedicated and determined should
undertake the project.

* ***************
Published
in
"Puli
Pipeline",
August
1984.
Originally published in the "A.K.C. Gazette Purebred Dogs", April 1982.
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If you have an adult corded Puli, you can do
You can have the dog clipped,
of two things.
you can spend 60+ hours undoing the work
natu re, picking apart mats by hand, undoing
cord at a time.

one
or
of
one

All that
The clipping part is easy and fast.
remains to be done is brush regularly, the more
of ten the better, since it will stimulate hair
growth.

I must warn you now, either shaved or de-corded,
the results will be disappointing. Your Puli will
not look as lovely and Puli-like as he did before,
an d it takes a while to have a nice flowing
brushed coat like the pictures of Harvey J.
Wallbanger!
To undo a corded dog, first give him a good bath
and
use
a
conditioner
such
as
Hair-So-New
af terwards.
Towel dry and if you have time, blow
dry, as I'm told this will tend to loosen the
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cords somewhat.
Start at the feet, with the dog lying on his side,
and work upwards.
To brush out a cord, start at
the base of the cord and with your fingers gently
split it in half upwards.
Do the same with each
half, and again until the cord is all undone.
Then brush it out with a pin brush and go on to
the next cord. Be patient and gentle and give the
dog frequent breaks at first because he won't be
used to the intense grooming. When I brushed out
our bitch I started at the beginning of January
and spent about 1 1/2 hours a day on her,
sometimes twice a day. I managed to finish by the
31st!

opini on (I speak from experience) that anyone
deciding to brush out a corded Puli has rocks in
his head.

******** ******
Originally

published

in

"Puli

1978

**************

Once your Pull's coat is brushed he should have
frequent baths, at least once every two months.
More often would be better, depending on his
lifestyle. A dirty coat will mat up faster.
When grooming, have the dog lying on his side,
begin with the feet and work towards the back.
Hold the coat back with your left hand and gently
brush towards you with your right (reverse those
directions if you're left-handed).
Work the
length of the dog so that there is a part of the
skin visible.
Make sure to brush to the skin or
you may end up with one solid mat over the whole
dog and only the surface hair will be tangle-free.
Once the complete dog has been brushed, stand him
up and brush the coat into place.
There should
not be a parting down the back, the coat should be
brushed straight back from behind the ears.
The
head coat is brushed forward, and if it is long,
may be parted down the nose.
Now stand back and admire your work.
This is just a short article on brushing, not
detailed enough to enable you to prepare a brushed
Puli for the showring.
And it's my personal
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WHAT TO DO WITH A TOTALLY MATTED PULl
Sally Hines
First of all, if a mat is a clump of hair that
doesn't brush out, understand that a cord is a
mat, but an organized one that is linear, allows
the skin to breathe, and usually forms quite well
on its own with only a little assistance from the
Pull's owner.
A matted Puli is the result of a
young Puli' s scratching or matting up when the
mature coat begins to come in; this can happen
almost overnight.
The worst situation is when
someone has been "brushing" a Puli but has not
been brushing clean to the roots.
When this
happens the coat may be solidly matted all over
close to the body with the ends sort of brushed.
In this case, just enough brushing has been done
to defeat the natural tendency of the coat to
cord.
Ideal Puli coats will cord by themselves.
The curling of the coat and the balance of under
to outer coat is just right, so that the coat
divides itself into nice even cords.
Few coats
are of this type, and even ideal coats can be
damaged by scratching.
The first step in "fixing" the totally matted coat
is to evaluate the condition of the coat and skin.
Look at the areas where there is friction to the
coat when the dog moves -- behind the elbows and
where the rear legs meet the body. Here, if there
are large mats, like four inches or more in
diameter, the friction of coat movement may have
actually ripped bald patches on the dog.
If the
dog is severely matted, these may not show up till
you have torn some of the coat. Areas as large as
2 x 4 inches may be bald.
Look for evidence of
fleas such as small black grains on the skin.
Look for sores, hot spots, or small tumours.
If
you have a lot of skin problems, bald spots, short
areas and long areas of coat, clip the dog, as
much as need be to treat the skin.
If you hand
clip you may be able to leave the dog an inch of
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coat by cutting at the base of the mats and then
brus hing the last bits of mats out.
Bald areas
will have some coat cover in a few weeks.
If you want to brush the coat out, you will still
have to follow the directions for cording in the
beginning.
Before you start separating the mats,
you need to assemble some tools.
You will need:
comf ortable scissors, stainless steel with plastic
handles is better than fancy groomer's shea r s as
yo u will be hacking through mats which would
q u i ckly dull the better shears; metal comb with
me dium spacing for teeth; water sprayer, filled
wi th water,
the kind for misting plants or
laundry; styptic powder for any accidental cuts.
Ot her optional tools include a mat splitter, a
single-edged razor blade set in a handle to
prevent cutting the dog,
a sometimes use f ul
adjunct to scissors; pin brush and regular bristle
hair brush, for final brushing on the ends of the
c oat , or for brushed grooming; terrier stripping
kni fe, good for working on the ends of cords as
you might use the comb. Mostly you use your hands
-- which at least makes this a cheap way to groom.
The decision whether to cord or brush should be
based on what you want or what you can handle. If
the dog is matted because you were a lousy
groomer, consider cording.
Many Pulik have such
thi ck coats that brushing is almost impossible
wit hout religious commitment to the brush and
comb.
Wit h a matted dog, the truth is that you can tear
or cut the dog into cords and within a few months
nd with a few washings, he will look as corded as
the dog who corded all by himself.
Tni tially,
you
want
to
make
some
major
ubdivisions in the mats.
If your dog has some
outer curls, you can use these for guides as to
where the coat wants to form cords. If you can't
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tell where the natural formation of cords would
occur, use the mister to damp portions of the
coat.
You can wet the dog down if weather
permits.
Misting the coat as you work shows the
coat structure.
Like your hair, when it is wet,
it clumps together. Also loose or dead undercoat
can come out on your hands and this is useful.
Tear the coat into some basic large sections about
four or five inches in diameter.
Try to tear
where friction would pull the coat, particularly
if you are not likely to finish this job in one
sitting.
When I say tear the coat, I mean to separate it
into clumps that are separate clean to the skin.
You can do this by grasping adjoining clumps and
tearing, or by cutting with the scissors with the
direction of hair growth.
In other words, do not
cross cut the mat.
Cut with the scissors
perpendicular to the skin.
You can also use the
mat splitter this way.
Both the tearing and the
cutting can be done in two ways, either from the
skin out or from the end toward the skin.

1 x 1 inches at the skin.
Don't worry about the
amoun t of hair in the cord.
In time the cords
wil l tighten, if they look too thick now. If they
tu rn out too thin, you can allow them to grow
to gether later.
Thin cords are a little more
likely to wear off when they get very long, but
unless there is coat damage, most cords do stay
at tached regardless of size.
Ce rtain areas of the coat are very hard to work
wi th.
The tail and ears are the most sensitive
f or the dog, followed by the face and feet.
Be
fo rceful but careful when grooming these areas.
Frequently, when you are tearing a very tight mat,
you use a great deal of force; suddenly, the tight
pa rt of the mat pulls free and you rip down to the
ski n and give a good yank before you can stop.
This hurts!
On the ears, where the coat tends to
mat very tightly, you can easily end up tearing
the sensitive ear leather.
If you do, use the
sty ptic powder,
The tail doesn't seem to be
subject to skin ripping, yet it must be very
sensitive as the Pull makes it as difficult as
pos sible to work on the tail.
The hair can mat
l ong the tail. Make certain you see parts of the
ski n on the tail between cords.
You can separate
the se more easily in the bath when the dog is
to tally wet.
You may also want to separate with
ci ssors. The face is also sensitive and mats
tigh tly around the muzzle where face whiskers are
hid den. Be careful around the eyes. Look for the
Pull 's long eyelashes and gently pull them out of
ny mats.

Sometimes the dog will have matted into large
plated mat sections that wrap around the body, but
which are only an inch or so thick.
These are
easy to tear off into single cords.
Usually the
haunches of the dog, along the back, will have the
thickest and best coat, though it may be clumped
into big mats, particularly under the tail.
This
is a good place to start working, as it frequently
has visible cord structure and the area is less
sensitive to the dog. After you have finished the
big separations, begin to tear the big clumps into
final cords.
Now you must think about size for
these cords.
If you have cord structure visible,
use this size as a guide.
One important clue is
not to look at the cord itself for final size, but
at the amount of skin area contributing to each
cord.
If you have no idea what size your dog's
cords ought to be, separate the coat into areas of

Now , if you want a brushed dog, you start at this
poi nt further splitting and getting the comb into
he cords and pulling the mats out. You will lose
great deal of coat when you do this but there is
no other way; mats don't soak out. You may spend
up t o 60 hours from start to finish if you want
his coat brushed.
When there is finally no mat
ln t he coat, I recommend washing the dog and-using
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some sort of creme rinse or conditioner for dogs
that has something to keep static electricity from
matting the dog all over again.
I have had this
happen -- it was the last time I tried to maintain
a brushed coat.

Publi shed in "Puli Pipeline", December 1986.
Originally published in the "AKC Gazette
Purebred Dogs", June 1986.

**** ************

If you are cording, working on the ends of the
cords, getting the comb into the cords to pull out
end hairs growing back into the cord and pull them
around. This eliminates the clubby-end look. If
you have cut the dog into cords, keep in mind that
you can also cut the cords narrower if you have
cords with a bigger end than you want.
You may want to trim off some of the mats around
the genital area, particularly with male dogs.
Some cords in the anal area may consistently get
fecal matter on them. You may want to remove just
those cords. I personally do not like to remove a
lot of coat off the rear end.
If the dog is
receiving a proper diet and is not ill, feces
generally fall cleanly through the cords and do
not dirty the coat.
If you have persevered, you should now have a
corded dog. Do not expect the coat to look like a
top show dog's at this stage.
It may not even
look corded, but it will.
Frequently a newly
corded coat is too short to look corded. You will
be looking at a lot of ends of cords, while in the
look you see in books or show rings you are seeing
the sides of cords. Have patience.
If your dog
was cut from pure mats into organized mats -- i.e.
cords -- it will take some months before these
look like "real" cords.
Wait, bathe the Puli a
few times, and promise you will never let your dog
be this neglected again.

* *** ************
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CARING FOR CANINE EARS

A sensi ble method of cleaning ears is to fill the
ntire canal with a bland oil, such a pure mineral
o 11 or olive oil,
warmed
to a comfortable
I mperature.
The oil should be placed in the ear
wl th a dropper, and the base of the ear -- down
11 ar the skull and lower jaw -- should be massaged
for a few minutes to loosen and dissolve wax
d posits.
Then the excess oil and wax should be
wlped away with cotton or tissue.
The creases in
the external ear can be cleaned with Q-Tips if
d sired, but do not insert a Q-Tip deep into the
canal itself, only as far as you can see, and
you'll find that that will not be very far at all.
'rhis is a pleasant natural method of ear-care that
lh dog will enjoy rather than fear.
1

The responsibility of the Puli owner towards his
dog's ears is that of prevention and early
recognition of ear problems.
There is controversy in veterinary circles about
the advisability of plucking the hair from the ear
canals.
On the one hand, plucking may irritate
the ear, allowing invasion by bacteria.
On the
other side of the argument, wax collects in the
obstructing hair and may become impacted.
This
condition favours infection by blocking the ear
canal as described later in this article.
Most
people with experience with Pulis favour removal
of the ear canal hair.
If trained from puppyhood
to permit plucking, the dog doesn't seem to object
to this procedure than to any other phase of
grooming.
Antibiotic powders are available to
prevent
the
possibility
of
post-plucking
infections.

K rs should be inspected every other day.
Early
lgns of infection will thus not be missed.
r.J aning and plucking can be done once a week, or
nn alternate weeks, depending on your Pull's ears.
lollowing this regimen should ensure healthy ears.
On

For plucking, one needs a good ear powder, a good
light, tweezers, and a co-operative dog.
Simply
dust the ear canal with powder enough to coat the
hairs, then pull out the hair in small clumps with
fingers or tweezers until the canal is clean and
open.

of the most common ailments to which the Puli
subject is "otitis externa" - infection of the
• IC
rnal ear canal.
When such an infection is
w1 11 established, the dog scratches his ear,
u ually slowly and painfully. He shakes his head,
rubs his ears on floors and furniture; he may cry
•I
he scratches, torn between the itch and the
Jl dn.
No Pull owner should let his dog progress
I•
this stage.
Inspection and cleaning of the
.rrs can avert the problem before the animal
'' ches such a pitiful state.
I

Another controversy exists over whether or not
ears should be cleaned with various agents,
alcohol, peroxide, etc; and mechanically with
Q-Tips.
My feeling is that cleaning with harsh
agents
such
as
alcohol
and
peroxide
is
ill-advised. These agents remove all wax which is
the natural protection of the canal.
Cleaning
with Q-Tips is totally illogical. How can a blunt
object pushed into the canal do anything except
move the wax further into the ear? Eventually, by
this method of "cleaning", the wax completely
blocks the ear canal.

All drop-eared dogs seem especially prone to
d1 v lopment of ear infections because of lack of
uod aeration of the ear canal.
Poor air
• I rculation in the ear favours
a moist, hot
·nvlronment within the canal which encourages the
1nwth
of
parasites,
bacteria
and
fungi.
Ill c· sionally, with severe chronic infections, the
• 111 1 has
to aerated surgically to control the
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infection.
Although the specific diagnosis of ear infections
is best left to a vet, the dog owner should be
able to recognise the early stages of various
conditions.
The healthy ear is greyish-white in
colour, with a small amount of tan-coloured wax in
the canal.
All surfaces should be smooth and dry
and shiny. The odour should be minimal.
Mites

ns i tivity to antibiotics before treating the
I nf ection.
A dog with red, crusty, or draining
1ars should receive prompt veterinary attention.

*** **** *******
Originally published in Puli Pipeline", March
19 79.
Believed to have been adapted from an
rt icle in a Lhasa Apso club publication; author
not known.

**************

The dog whose ears constantly contain large
amounts of dark wax and have a sour smell may be
harbouring ear mites even though he shows no other
signs of inflammation.
The ear mite lives in the ear canal, sometimes as
a harmless passenger.
Mites do not attack the
living tissue directly.
Their presence, however,
causes the ear to react by producing excessive
amounts of wax.
Tickling and itching from the
crawling mites and the excess wax (and so, poor
aeration) and the scratching paves the way for
bacterial and fungal secondary infections.
The
mites
can
be
eradicated
by
various
preparations,
instilled
into
the
ear
canal,
containing an insecticide in an oily base.
Since
mites can leave the ears and wander over the skin,
bathing with insecticide shampoo or spraying with
a flea-spray should be done after the ear-drop
therapy has begun.
Bacteria and Fungi
Bacterial and fungal infections usually cause
considerable reddening and swelling of the ear
canal and external ear.
There may be a crusting
and a light-coloured discharge as well.
The
veterinarian may take a culture of the ear to
determine the causative agent and its specific
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CUTTING THE NAILS

Keep your Puli's nails fairly short. Excessively
long nails can make him uncomfortable, and cause
serious damage to his feet, making walking and
running painful, and in extreme cases of neglect,
make him lame.

"RESCO"
NAIL
TRIMMER

Many dog owners assume that dogs wear down their
nails naturally.
Some owners have no idea that
potential problems might be developing, especially
in breeds, like the Puli, which have an abundance
of hair on their feet. Wild animals may wear down
their nails in the course of daily activities, but
house pets usually do not.
Dogs that walk or
exercise on concrete or hard ground are in the
minority. The average pet spends most of his time
indoors, and even when he goes outside, it's to a
grassy lawn or other surface too soft to keep the
nails short.
Most dogs detest having their feet handled, so you
should accustom your dog at an early age to having
his nails trimmed and his feet examined for
potential problems.
If you don't, a battle may
take place each time you try to touch the feet.

CROSS SECTION· OF NAILS

Dermis (Oulckl
Epiderm II

-

ll ow to Cut the Nails
I.

Dogs vary in how often they need their nails
trimming.
If the nails are touching the floor
when the dog is standing normally, then it is time
for a trim.
You can have a veterinarian shorten
the nails, or you can learn to trim them yourself.
You'll need two tools: a trimmer to shorten the
nails and a file or emery board to smooth away
rough edges.
Always use a nail clipper designed
especially for dogs. There are two popular styles
- scissors and guillotine.
Both come in two
sizes: "regular" for average-sized nails, and
"jumbo" for large breeds with heavy nails.
Pulis
need the "regular" size. You should also buy some
nail-clotting powder, such as Kwik-Stop.
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Proper Trim Level

Sit your dog on a sturdy non-slip surface,
facing you.
It's important to keep his paw
from shaking or moving; if the dog is fidgety
at first, have someone steady him. Most dogs
eventually will accept nail trimming without
restraint.
Hold one of the paws in your hand and pull it
slightly forward.

I.

Insert the tip of one nail into the trimmer
opening and shorten it a little at a time,
stopping before you reach the dermis, or
"quick". The outside of the nail is made of a
rather hard protein called keratin.
Inside
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the nail ts a soft, fleshy area called the
"quick" which contains the nerves and blood
supply.
If you cut into the quick, it is
painful and some bleeding will usually occur.
It
is
easy
to
see
the
quick
through
light-coloured nails, but the best rule for
dark nails is to stop cutting just behind the
point where they begin to curve downward.
If
you are unsure at first, cut back a little at
a time and you won't seriously injure the
nail. Shorten all the nails in this manner.
4.

Don't panic if you do cut into the quick and a
nail bleeds. Put some nail-clotting powder on
a moist Q-Tip or cotton ball and press it
firmly against the bleeding nail for a few
seconds.

S.

Your Pull may have an extra toe on the inside
of each front leg just above his paw.
It is
called a dewclaw, and its attached nail should
be trimmed like the others; neglected dewclaw
nails often curve backwards and grow into the
leg tissue.
Check the hindlegs too: an
occasional Pull may also have hind dewclaws.

6.

After all the nails have been trimmed, smooth
away any rough edges with a nail file or emery
board. Should your dog attempt to scratch his
face, a ragged nail edge could scratch the
eyes and cause serious problems.

The quick seems to get longer in nails which have
been allowed to grow too long.
Usually i t can be
driven back and the nails gradually shortened to
their proper length by frequent nail trimming.
Another alternative is to have the nails trimmed
short under anesthesia, then keep them the proper
length.

**

************
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DENTAL CARE

Puppies have 28 deciduous, or temporary teeth.
These are softer and thinner than the permanent
eeth and start pushing through the gums around
wo to three weeks of age.
The permanent teeth
begin to replace the baby teeth between 12 and 14
weeks.
A puppy's gums are usually swollen and
e nsitive at this time.
Giving him safe toys ra whide chips, ice cubes, bones, twists, hard
r ubber balls and rings, and nylon bones - will
h lp loosen his baby teeth, relieve the irritation
of
sore
gums,
and keep him from becoming
cl s tructi ve.
Ole t and immunization are important to dental
h lth during puppyhood.
Disease or nutritional
cl (iciencies can permanently damage the tooth
• na mel.
While your puppy is teething, check his
111 u th frequently to see if the permanent teeth are
pus hing through the gums properly.
Consult your
v te rinarian
if
problems
develop,
especially
"double" teeth (deciduous and permanent in the
me location) or overgrown or misplaced adult
th.
The permanent teeth - 20 in the upper jaw
1nd 22 in the lower jaw - should be in place by
c ven months.
It i s amazing how many owners believe that canine
'' ' nta l care is unnecessary.
Although cavities in
ol ogs are almost non-existent, they can experience
m my of the same dental abnormalities as humans:
l llose or broken teeth, retained baby teeth, plaque
hul l d-up, gum inflammation, and root abscess. The
rn n t common problem is build-up of plaque - a
I I c ky invisible film made of food particles,
•ll l va and bacteria - between the teeth and around
th 1 gum line.
When ignored, the accumulation
h 1rde ns into a brownish substance known as dental
• tl c ulus or tartar. The high alkaline pH level of
• ''n l ne saliva stimulates the conversion of dental
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plaque into tartar faster than in humans.
Once
tartar is present it can only be removed properly
with
special
instruments
a
tooth
scaler
(sometimes
called
a
tartar
scraper)
or
an
ultra-sonic tooth cleaner. You can learn to use a
tooth scaler yourself; ask your veterinarian or an
expert
groomer
to
show you how.
Without
treatment, the dog's breath becomes foul smelling,
the gums become irritated and recede, and the
teeth loosen.
They may fall out or have to be
removed at an early age.

If you see that the gums are red, and pulling away
fr om the teeth (receding), you will probably need
the help of a veterinarian to clear up the
c ondition.

**************

Proper nutrition and home dental care, combined
with regular veterinary checkups, contribute to
good general health.
The object of home care is
to
control
plaque
by
cleaning
the
teeth
periodically.
Mix equal parts of baking soda and
salt with a little water to make a paste, or use a
flavoured toothpaste for dogs (not humans) which
contains
abrasive
agents
and
is
totally
digestible.
Wrap a piece of gauze around your
finger, dip into the paste, and rub the teeth from
gum to tip.
It is not absolutely necessary to do
the inner tooth surfaces, because the motion of
the tongue usually keeps the areas next to them
relatively free of plaque.
Eating dry food or chewing hard biscuits, nylon
bones or knucklebones (that do not splinter)
satisfies a dog's chewing urge and helps to
prevent plaque from building up.
Feeding a hard
food diet will not absolutely prevent tartar in
all
dogs
because
U:s
formation
depends
on
conditions in each dog's mouth, not only in the i r
diet.
Some dogs seems to form lots of plaque and
tartar no matter what diet is fed.
If your dog's gums bleed even though they look
healthy otherwise, it is not usually because you
have scrubbed too hard, but because they are in
the early stages of disease.
Good tooth care
should cause an early problem to correct itself.
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THE ANAL GLANDS

ANAL SACS

The anal sacs are two unusual modifications of
skin.
They are located internally under the
external sphincter muscles at about the three
o'clock and nine o'clock positions.
The duct of
each sac empties just inside the anus. The glands
produce a sour to rancid smelling, thick secretion
which may serve to mark your dog's stool with its
own distinctive scent.
In most cases the glands
discharge automatically when your dog has a bowel
movement, but this can also happen explosively in
stressful or frightening situations.
Impaction of the glands can sometimes happen, and
its most common symptom is the dog sitting on his
rear and scooting along the carpet trying to
relieve the itchiness of the plugged-up glands.
He may also lick the area excessively.
At this
stage emptying the sacs will usually relieve the
problem.
You can do this yourself, or you may
prefer to let your veterinarian do it.
If you try it yourself, put the dog into a
bathtub. Use one hand to hold up the dog's tail.
Hold a disposable cloth or tissue in the other
hand.
Place your thumb externally over one anal
gland and your fingers over the other.
Press in
and apply firm pressure as you pull your fingers
posteriorly over the glands.
This causes the
contents to be expressed out through the anus into
the tissue so that they can be discarded.
If you
cannot empty the sacs this way, empty each sac
separately.
Place your thumb externally over the
sac and your index finger over the same gland
inside the rectum, then compress the sac between
your thumb and forefinger.
The reason why you
have first placed your dog in the bathtub is that
is the contents of the sacs may be expelled with
some force, and the tissue or cloth you are
holding may not catch all of it.
The bathtub is

- 50 -

IRY

to clean!

If impac ted anal sacs are not emptied, one or both
u111y become infected.
Infected sacs are usually
pill nful ,
and
you
may
be
able
to
express
hi ad-ti nged material or pus from the sac, or you
III•IY

see an abscess or swelling externally at one
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side or the other of the anus.
The abscess may
open and drain to the outside. Infected anal sacs
are best treated by a veterinarian.

************ **
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