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PULI NEWS is published four times a year by the 

Puli Club of America, Inc. (PCA) and is the official 

newsletter of the club. The views and opinions 

expressed herein do not necessarily reflect or 

represent those of the PCA, its officers, Board 

members or the PULI NEWS staff.  

 

Permission to reprint any portion of this 

publication must be obtained from the Editor. 

 

Any advertisement must be in accordance  

with PCA Guidelines and PCA takes no 

responsibility or makes no warranties  

as to the accuracy of any claim, offer or assertion 

made in any article or advertisement contained in 

Puli News.  

 

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 

submissions and make corrections,  

omit material, or do minor reorganization  

as required.  

 

The PCA and Editor reserve the right  

to reject any submissions for any reason. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As we approach this year's specialty, the board wanted to make all of you aware of the issues 
that we have been struggling with this past year.  As a board, we realize that the club can 
only grow with new members but we understand that as stewards of our breed, we must be 
aware that there are those that would seek validation from their membership to breed indis-
criminently or to use their membership for other somewhat nefarious purposes.  We have 
considered instituting a code of ethics, a probationary membership period and a few other 
ideas to thwart backyard breeders.  Sadly, we have realized that without a change of our 
constitution, it is very difficult to expel a member once granted full voting status and there 
are good reasons that our club was set up this way.  We are also considering raising dues 
since it has been many years since we have had an increase and as you all know, cost of 
goods and services have risen every year.  Yes, we have a surplus but as good stewards of 
our funds, we must consider our future.   In light of these issues, we are going to have a 
round table discussion hour on Friday, Sept 23 between breed and group judging where we 
can hear from the membership and their thoughts on these issues.  If you are not going to 
the specialty and want to be heard, please send your thoughts to me (pulimom@aol.com) 
or to any other board member. 

 

As social media becomes more of a presence in all breeds, we need to have someone whose 
job would be to monitor internet sites to present the PCA point of view. Additionally, we 
need a volunteer for membership coordinator (job description on Pg 3 of this issue of Puli 
News), a treasurer for the Rescue Trust (see  page 27 on Rescue in this issue of Puli News)  
and we are looking for volunteer help on our website. We know there is lots of talent in 
our membership, please consider offering your services to the club. 

 

I hope to see you all in St. Louis. 

Jane Exum 

2016 DECEMBER  PULI NEWS DEADLINE ~ 30 November  2016 

mailto:glen.vanderhart@usa-aus.net
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Membership  

Recording  Secretary 

 

 

For personal reasons, I have decided to 
step down as membership coordinator 
effective the end of the calendar year. I 
am very pleased that by then I will have 
served a very fine club for a three-year 
term.  Associations such as PCA can only 
function with volunteers, so please keep 
in mind that the association – and the 
Puli breed – needs the position I now 
hold filled.  Let us know if you can help!  
An ideal turn-over would begin soon 
after the Specialty in October.  Anyone 
interested in the position should contact 
the PCA President, Jane Slade Exum, 
pulimom@aol.com.  I can also be con-
tacted for information about the posi-
tion, which requires a knowledge of 
database queries, manipulations and 
sorting.  A job description follows, 

· Maintain the PCA database (currently 
in xls format, which ports easily to 
Apple “numbers” and OpenOffice 
“ods;”) update as member contact 
information changes. 

· Soon after the first of the year, update 
the database for PCA dues renewals. 

· Prepare for publication an annual 

PCA directory, normally in April.  
(Per AKC rules, this must be distrib-
uted in hard-copy form.) 

· Provide member contact lists by vari-
ous member-categories for a number 
of purposes – Puli Post & Puli News 
distribution, PCA voting ballots, and 
for the AKC & specialty show super-
intendent. 

· Accept and process applications for 
membership, reinstatement or con-
version from individual to household 
status.  Ensure completeness of the 
applications before forwarding to the 
board. 

· Advise the applicants, provisional and 
associate members as their status 
changes. 

· Provide a monthly membership re-
port for the Puli Post or the Puli 
News. 

· Provide an annual membership report 
to the board of directors. 

· The foregoing list is certainly com-
prehensive, but may not be complete 
in all detail. 

 

 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome 
the following new General members of 
the Puli Club of America.  

 

Nancy Stogel, 1 Compo Beach Rd., Westport, 
CT 06880 

Melissa Clark, 9970 Hawthorne St., High-
lands Ranch, CO 80126 

Attila Revesz & Borbala Tako, 3511 E. 
Baseline Rd., #1207, Phoenix, AZ 85042 

 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome 
the following new Associate members of 
the Puli Club of America.  

 

Penny Kelly, P.O. Box 3026, Carlisle South, 
Western Australia 6101, Australia 

Sue Huebner, 464 Mt. Dandenong Road, 
Olinda, Victoria 3788, Australia 

 

Please send any membership queries or updates 
to  

Lee Parsons,  

13950 Walnut Canyon 

Helotes, TX 78023 

Email: lee.parsons@att.net  

  

Lee Parsons 

 

 

 

PCA Board Minutes – July 19, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Nancy Kelly, Kathy 
Allen, Glen VanderHart, Julie Schuh, Li-
nore Cleveland, Brian Brubaker, Jim 
Moen, Maggie Witwer, Jane Exum, Stacy 
Czekaj, Jackie Beaudoin 

Members Absent:  Ann Bowley 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 pm. 

 

Old Business 

 

Cordmaker Trophy 

Sue Huebner is preparing to have the tro-
phy engraved.  Jackie Beaudoin reported 
that Sue is planning on engraving both the 

year and puli’s name on the trophy.  Sue 
has researched which puli was awarded the 
number one all breed puli and has gotten as 
far back as 1960.  She still needs informa-
tion of which puli was number one for the 
years 1976-1979 and 1997-2000.   

 

New Business 

 

Eukanuba Medallions 

Julie Schuh has received letters from AKC 
regarding parent club medallions for Eu-
kanuba.  The cost of the medallions is $125 
for a set of 5, $45 for best obedience, and 
$45 for best agility.   

 

MOTION:  I, Maggie Witwer move that 
PCA purchase the Eukanuba medallions for 
conformation, obedience, and agility. 

Second:  Brian Brubaker 

AYES:  All 

 

Meet the Breeds at Eukanuba 

Julie Schuh discussed the possibility of PCA 
participating this year in Meet the Breeds at 
Eukanuba.  PCA has not had a booth at 
Eukanuba for the last several years.  There 
is a PCA member in Florida who is willing 
to man the booth.  The club has the new 
banners which were purchased last year 
that can be used in the booth.  Linda Hall 
also has photos that could be used in the 
booth.  Jane Exum recommended sending 
out an email asking for members who 
would be willing to bring their pulis and 
spend a portion of the day working in the 
booth.  The cost for electricity for a booth 
is $110.  Jane also feels PCA should cover 
the costs of food and incidentals for any 
volunteers that attend. 
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Recording  Secretary (cont.)  

Health Committee 

 

 

MOTION:  I, Julie Schuh move that should 
the person manning the booth determine 
electricity is needed, the PCA will pay the 
fee for it plus up to $100 for materials.  
PCA will also pay a  $45 per diem to vol-
unteers manning the booth. 

Second:  Maggie Witwer 

AYES:  All 

 

Letter to the Board from Barbe Pessina 

Barbe Pessina sent a letter to the Board 
regarding the President’s message in the 
June edition of Puli News.  Barbe pointed 
out that the issue of how PCA is perceived 
by non-members has been a point of discus-
sion for many years.  Barbe had read the on
-line discussion referenced by Jane in her 
President’s message.  She feels the folks 
making negative comments about PCA are 
the same people who have made such com-
ments for many years.  She stated that, 
although it is difficult to change people’s 
perceptions, we should be available and 
supportive when asked.  She also inquired 
how the board plans to counteract the 
backyard breeding taking place these days.  
She feels a greater emphasis should be 
placed on ethical breeding, PCA should 
have a more prominent place on social me-

dial to promote its message, and in screen-
ing new club members emphasis should be 
placed on putting the breed first. 

 

In discussing Barbe’s letter, Brian Brubaker 
suggested a longer probationary period for 
new members,  PCA should also stress 
what the club does for its members, and we 
should use social media to assist with this.  
Jane Exum feels strongly that PCA needs to 
emphasize that protecting the breed is the 
club’s primary purpose.  Maggie Witwer 
feels that social media has become the “puli 
community” for a lot of people.  She feels 
that unfortunately it means that many peo-
ple no longer see a need to join PCA.  Julie 
Schuh said that she likes the idea of the 
longer probationary period for new mem-
bers.  She sees the issue of responsible 
breeders vs backyard breeders as partially 
one of supply and demand.  Unfortunately 
there are only a small number of breeders 
on PCA’s breeders list and people looking 
for a puppy often do not want to wait until 
a litter is available when they can easily find 
puppies from non-PCA members just by 
doing a quick search on the internet.  Julie 
also suggested having a roundtable discus-
sion of this issue during the weekend of the 
National to get additional suggestions from 
the membership on how to address these 
issues. 

 

2017 Supported Entries 

Brian Brubaker asked when the supported 
entries would be next year.  Julie Schuh 
will send an email blast to the membership 
asking who would like to host a supported 
entry next year.   

 

Lee Parsons Resignation 

PCA has received notice from Lee Parsons 
that he will be resigning as the membership 
chair effective January 1, 2017.  He will be 
vacating the post at the beginning of the 
membership renewal period so it is impera-
tive that we find a new chair quickly. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kathy Allen 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

The AKC Canine Health Foundation website (www.akcchf.org) website contains lots of information that can be very valuable to any 
owner of a dog.  If you have questions about your dog (health conditions, spay/neuter concerns, dealing with a senior dog, etc,), or 
just want to know more about your dog’s health, check out the CHF website.  You may find an answer to your question — especially 
in their videos and podcasts — but also in the articles they provide. 

Under the “Canine Health” drop-down on the initial page of the site, they have articles that are classified as: 

Top Health Concerns, Canine Athletes and Performance Dogs, Sporting and Field Dogs, Senior and Geriatric Dogs, Additional Top-
ics, and For Your Dog’s Health. 

“Educational Resources” shows you the available Podcasts, Webinars, Articles & Newsletter, and topics of special interest to Breeders. 

You can also find out what Research areas the Canine Health Foundation is supporting and read about these Research areas. 

Explore the site, you’ll be glad you did. 
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OFA Quarterly Breed Report 2Q2016 PULI

Puli Name Reg # Sex Age OFA ID Test CHIC #

Bokar Bittersweet DN39774402 F 26 PU-1812E26F-VPI Hips

Cordmaker Boys Will  Be Boys DN43884701 M 24 PU-1809G24M-VPI Hips

PU-PA202/24M/P-VPI Patella

Fuzzy Farm All Things Considered DN29557804 M 25 PU-2814G25M-VPI Hips

PU-EL166M25-VPI Elbows

PU-PA203/13M/P-VPI Patella

Fizzy Farm Piece of My Heart DN38828102 F 27 PU-1815E27F-VPI Hips

PU-EL167F27-VPI Elbows

PU-PA205/27F/P-VPI Patella

Mr Pickle Potlicker Pulligan DN27460302 M 31 PU-1806F31M-VPI HIps

Pine Creek Mya Rayn DN33121602 F 51 PU-1816G51F-NOPI Hips

Szentmihalyi-Szabo Miksa DN26675101 M 41 PU-1813G41M-VPI Hips 11418

PU-DM154/40M-PI DM 11418

Weatherby Agave Azul of Bokar DN39774404 M 25 PU-1811E25M-VPI Hips

Weatherby's Rough Rider DN39774401 M 25 PU-1810G25M-VPI Hips

Woodmark's Roundabout DN38691902 M 27 PU-1898G27M-VPI HIps 113114

PU-EL165M27-VPI Elbows 113114

PU-PA201/27M/P-VPI Patella 113114

PU-EYE58/27M-VPI Eyes 113114

Woodmark's The Hills Are Alive DN38691901 F 27 PU-1807G27F-VPI Hips 113113

PU-PA200/27F/P-VPI Patella 113113

PU-EYE59/27F-PI Eyes 113113

Applegates Petite Verdot DN32845402 F 49 Grade 1- Prac - Right Patella 112705

Bowmaker Wizard Of Oz DN42739301 M 13 PU-PA203/13M/P-VPI Patella

Vadrozsa Hotter Than A Habanero DN39766601 M 24 PU-PA204/24M/P-VPI Patella

Prydain Ad Lib DN27951203 F 71 PU-DM152/71F-PI DM

PU-EYE60/71F-VPI Eyes

Szentmihalyi-Szabo Trefa DN43466601 M 12 PU-DM155/12M-PI DM

PU-EYE62/13M-PI Eyes

Windkist Kaleidoscope BY603335 M 2 PU-DM153/2M-PI DM

Kari-Sopron Fama METPL17314 F 15 PU-EYE64/15F-VPI Eyes

Mt Hood's Leapin' Linni Of Tordor DN23828303 F 86 PU-EYE61/86F-VPI Eyes 76324

Noe Barkaja Czoi DN35275802 F 36 PU-EYE78-36F-PI Eyes

Noe Barkaja Hope Floats At Spindrift DN42382001 f 17 PU-EYE63/17F-VPI Eyes

Noe Barkaja Ibolya Fekete DN33518101 F 31 PU-EYE75/31F-PI Eyes

Noe Barkaja Kotel Hegy Kecske DN40620501 F 16 PU-EYE66/16F-VPI Eyes

Noe Barkaja Rozmar DN35275802 F 24 PU-EYE67/24F-PI Eyes
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NEW TITLES 

CH PIROSKAI QUIDDITCH RN OAP OJP CGC RATN IT VP 

“SNITCH” 

“Snitch” earned her Novice Barn Hun (RATN) title at the  
2016 Dog Joy Great Houston Barn Hunt 

In association with the Houston World Series of Dog Shows 
Held 20-24 July 2016 in Houston Texas 

 
“Snitch” finished both her Novice Agility Jumper Preferred (NJP) 

And her Novice Agility Preferred (NAP) titles 
Under Judge Cynthia Blanton 

On 30-31 July 2016, respectively 
At an agility trial held in Spring Texas, 

Hosted by the Greater Houston Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club 
 

“Snitch” finished her Open Agililty Jumpers Preferred (OJP) title 
Under Judge Debbie Moore 

On 7 August, 2016 
At an agility trial held in Spring Texas 

Hosted by the Texas Coastal Brittany Club 
 

“Snitch” finished her Open Agility Preferred (OAP) title 
Under judge Laura English 

On 3 September 2016 
At an agility trial held in Spring Texas 

Hosted by the Conroe Agility Training Club 
 

Sire: IABCA-CH Vargai Tsk Tsk Tsk to Piroska IT 
Dam: CH Piroskai Lollapalooza CGC IT VP 

Bred and Owned by Irma Fertl and Dagmar Fertl 
Handled by Dagmar Fertl 

 
WOW!! Many, many congratulations to Snitch 

She certainly did her handler proud! 

Has your dog finished an AKC recognized title?  

Titles now include the certificate programs recognized by the PCA Versatile Puli program  

and the titles given by other organizations that AKC now recognizes 

Puli News will print information about the Title earned for free — for $10 Puli News will also print a picture of the win .   

So send in your information to pulinewseditor@gmail.com 

(and include a scanned picture or use USPS to send the picture to your editor; mailed photos will be returned) 

If you’ve had a special win, Puli News will also print that information  
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Special Stars: 

CH Chazar’s Snowy Champion UDX RAE OA OAJ VP (Chaz) won High 

Combined Score in Rally at the German Shepherd Rally Trial 7-3-16.   

Cordmaker Mister Blue Sky (Preston) is the top win-
ning All-Breed conformation dog in the country. 

Supported Entries for 2017  
 
April 1 & 2 (Supported entry both days) 
Silver States Kennel Club 
Las Vegas, NV 
Hosts: Laurel Cain and Marc Denk 
 
 
June 8,9, 10,11 Woofstock (supported entry  10th and 11th) 
Contra Costa Kennel Club 
Vallejo, CA 
Host: Kathy Allen 
 

 
 
July 21, 22 (Friday & Saturday , supported entries both days) 
Putnam Kennel Club 
Carmel, NY 
Host: Barbe Pessina 
 
 
 
 
There is room for one more, so if someone lets Julie Schuh 
(PCA’s Corresponding Secretary), they can still have one as 
long as it is in a different are than these three are. 

 Patty Anspach (our Historian) is trying to fill in the Historian’s collection of Puli News. 

These are the issues that are missing from the Historian’s collection 

1953 – Vol. 1- # 1,2,3,4,5 

1954 – Vol. 2 - # 1,2,3,5,6 

1955 – Vol. 3 - # 6 

1956 – Vol. 4 - # 5,6 

1957 – Vol .5 - # 4,5,6 

 1959 – Vol 7.- # 1 

 1963 – August or Oct. 

 1978 – Vol. XXVI - # 6 

1979 – Vol. XXV - # 6 

 1980 - # 5 

 1986 - # 5 

  

PCA would greatly appreciate donations to fill in the missing 
Puli News. 

Thank you 

  

Please send to : 

Patty Anspach – Historian 

2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
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PULI CLUB OF AMERICA 

2016 NATIONAL SPECIALTY 

 

Please join us for PCA’s National Specialty 

September 22-26, 2016 

To be held at Purina Farms 

The show hotel will be the Holiday Inn Six Flags in Eureka, MO 

4901 Six Flags Road, Eureka, MO 63025 

Call 636-938-6661 for reservations ( the special rate for PCA has expired) 

Due to a fire at the Host Hotel, all events except the Welcome Party  for the Spe-
cialty will all be held at Purina Farms..  For events that do not specify a location, 
check the schedule in your gift bag for location at Purina Farms. 

Tentative Schedule of events: 

Thursday, September 22nd 

 All day: Obedience Trial (exact times to be available after closing)  

 9:30am—Noon: Judges Education (Founders Room ) 

 Noon—2 pm: Board Meeting (Founders Room ) 

 2:30pm—4 pm: Member Education (tented area by Visitors Center) 
                                                                                
 6pm—8:30 pm :Welcome Party  (at hotel bar/pool area) 

Friday, September 23rd 

 Regional Specialty (will be early in the day—exact times after closing) 

               Round Table facilitated discussion between Board and Members) 
                       (To be held after Regional and before Best In Show) 

 Awards Banquet 
                         6 pm—Cash Bar 
                         7 pm —Dinner Service for Banquet 
                       10 pm —Banquet/Annual Meeting ends 
     

Saturday September 24th 

 National Specialty 

 Free Evening 

Sunday September 25th 

 Supported Entry 

              Free Entry 

Monday, September 26th 

 Herding (2 sets of IT, HT, and PT tests)  
              At the Herding Facility at Purina Farms 
             Tentative starting time for first set of tests: 9 am 
             Second set of tests to follow completion of  the first set of tests. 
 

All attendees are welcome to watch the Obedi-
ence Trial on Thursday. 
 
The presentation portion of Judge’s Education is 
open to Members, the hands-on portion of the 
program is not. 
 
All PCA Members are welcome to attend the 
Board Meeting 
 
Members Education will present a program on 
ways to have “FUN with your PULI”.  Please bring 
your Puli(s) with you as there will be opportuni-
ties for your Pulis to have FUN. 
 
The Round Table facilitated discussion will in-
clude discussion of how to attract new members 
but continue to have PCA be the guiding force for 
preserving the breed and also the issue of raising 
dues. 
 
The Banquet evening will include the annual 
meeting as well as a Silent Auction, a live Auction 
(moved from the Welcome Party due to space 
issues) and the auction of the BBQ baskets. 
 
Schedules for the Puli judging for Regional, Na-
tional, and Supported Entry shows will be avail-
able once the judging programs for “The Gateway 
Cluster” are available (schedule will be in your wel-
come bag) 
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AKC NEWS 
On August 8, the American Kennel Club (AKC) Board of Directors unanimously approved a new Canine Legislation Position State-
ment on Pet Choice.  The statement (below) takes a strong stand in support of pet choice, education and responsible pet selection as a 
foundation for successful long-term pet ownership.  It also affirms AKC’s opposition to legislation that restricts freedom of choice in 
selecting a pet or requires individuals or retailers to obtain pets solely from shelter or rescue distributors. 

 

Pet Choice 

The American Kennel Club emphatically supports freedom of choice in selecting a pet.  AKC actively promotes efforts to ensure that people are edu-
cated, understand the demands of responsible ownership and have access to a pet that is right for them.  AKC strongly opposes any measure that restricts 
choice by compelling people and/or retailers to obtain pets solely from shelter or rescue distributors. 

Background:  For more than 18 months, the American Kennel Club has monitored dozens of proposed ordinances in local commu-
nilties and several state bills that ban the sale of purpose-bred puppies from licensed breeders in retail pet shops and require retailers 
to sell only animals sourced from rescues or shelters. 

Such laws regressively punish licensed breeders of purpose-bred pets, while harming pet owners, small businesses and the general 
public.  Ironically, they ban the single most regulated and vetted sources of pets (including breeders and handlers subject to federal 
licensing) while promoting the sale or adoption of pets obtained from sources that have little or no regulatory oversight and that are 
not subject to federal oversight, state consumer protection laws or other consumer guarantees. 

When regulated sources of healthy, purpose-bred puppies are banned, it creates a vacuum that is filled with dogs from unregulated 
sources that may lack even basic health and temperament checks.  It also opens up local markets for the importing and sale of un-
healthy or temperamentally unsound dogs from overseas, such as the recent import of rabid dogs from the Middle East. 

Bans on pet choice slash the opportunities for individuals to obtain an appropriate pet for their lifestyle.  Matching a pet to the lifestyle 
of the owner is one of the most important factors in assuring a long-term success for a pet in its new home.  When governments at-
tempt to limit the legitimate sources from which a person may obtain a pet, it not only interferes with individual freedoms, it decrease 
the likelihood that prospective owners can find the right match for long-term success and increases the likelihood that the pet will end 
up in a shelter. 

 

Editor Note:  AKC is now using the term “purpose-bred pets” to represent “purebred” pets from responsible breeders. 

 

AKC also has a video on youtube (youtube.com) that addresses responsible breeders.  Look for “What Responsible Breeders Really 
Do”. There are also some videos that are worth watching to help you or your friends find a responsible breeder:  “How to Find a Re-
sponsible Dog Breeder” which is a bit long but makes a lot of good points, especially about why one should NOT get a puppy from a 
“backyard” breeder, “Identifying Responsible Breeders”, and some videos from “The Kennel Club” which come from the UK and do 
mention their “Assured Breeders” list but makes good points about buying from a responsible breeder rather than a “puppy farm” or 
backyard breeder. 

Watch these videos and discuss them with any of your friends who are considering purchasing a new puppy.  MANY do not have any 
idea what questions to ask or what to look for in purchasing a puppy. 

Come to the Roundtable PCA is holding at the Specialty (or send an e-mail to PCA’s President Jane Exum on your thoughts if you are 
not attending the Specialty—pulimom@aol.com) where we will be discussing issues on how PCA ensures that our members are 
stewards of our breed.  
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NEW SPONSOR OF THE “AKC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP” 

 

The American Kennel Club is proud to announce that Royal Canin is now the official presenting sponsor of the nation’s biggest dog 
show, the AKC National Championship.  The world’s largest purebred dog registry and Royal Canin, a leading global pet food com-
pany specializing in breed-specific nutrition, reached a multiyear agreement and will be renaming the event “The AKC National 
Championship presented by Royal Canin.” 

“We are thrilled to collaborate with Royal Canin as a sponsor for our beloved show,” said Dennis Sprung, President and CEO of the 
American Kennel Club.  “As the dog’s champion, our show celebrates the very best of the dog sport and this new relationship enables 
us to continue to highlight the canine-human bond and the achievements of our wonderful purpose-bred companions from around the 
world.” 

Keith Levy, Royal Canin USA President, added: “As a pet food leader among breeders and a long-time supporter of purebred dog 
sports, we are proud to officially become the title sponsor of the only National Championship Dog Show in the United States. Our 
commitment to purebred dogs is perfectly aligned with the AKC’s mission.  Royal Canin was founded by breeders and veterinarians, 
and today offers more than 20 breed-specific formulas, along with age and lifestyle nutrition and a comprehensive therapeutic line of 
products.” 

The event will take place at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida from December 17-18, 2016.  Over 5,000 of 
the top national and international dogs will be showcased, and there will be competitions and attractions featured in previous years 
including: 

 Best Bred-by-Exhibitor competition 

 AKC National Owner-Handler Series Finals 

 AKC Agility Invitational 

 AKC Obedience Classic 

 North American Diving Dogs 

 Junior competitions in each sport 

 AKC Meet the Breeds® 

 

Prior to the AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin, the Orlando Cluster Shows (including Space Coast Kennel Club 
at Palm Bay, Brevard Kennel Club and the Central Florida Kennel Club shows) will take place December 12-15, 2016.  A day of spe-
cialty and group shows will be held December 16, 2016 and will feature a new Best Puppy Competition presented by Royal Canin for 
dogs 6-12 months of age. 

Jason Taylor, Assistant Show Chairman (2010-2015) and National PRO Sales Director said, “In 2001, AKC and Eukanuba sought to 
create an event that was special to breeders with the creation of the AKC National Championship.  As Eukanuba hands over the baton, 
I’m thrilled to join the Royal Canin team and to continue the success of the AKC National Championship for another 15 years.” 

Official entry forms and the completed Premium List for the 2016AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin will be 
available online in mid-September at www.akc.org and www.onofrio.com.  Hotel room blocks around the convention center are now 
open. For more information, please visit: http://www.akc.org/events/national-championship/. 

 

Editor Note:  

Royal Canin produces a line of dog foods for different size breeds (Size Health Nutrition X-Small™ & Mini™ (8&9-22 LB), Size 
Health Nutrition Medium™ (22-55 LB), Size Health Nutrition Maxi™ (57-100 LB), Size Health Nutrition Giant™ (>100 LB) and 
several breed specific foods. 

They also produce a long line of Royal Canin Veterinary Diet®: Multifunction, CALM™, Glycobalance™, Gastrointestinal™, Food 
Sensitivity Diets, a Genetic Health Analysis (test), Heart Health (Canine EARLY CARDIAC™, Liver Health (Canine HEPATIC™), 
Mobility Support (MOBILITY SUPPORT JS™), Recovery Support, Renal Support (RENAL™) Skin Support (SKINSUPPORT™), a 
line of treats for dogs on their special diets, Urinary Health (Urinary SO®), Vegetarian (VEGETARIAN™), and Weight Loss Sup-
port. 
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HERDING TRIAL CHAMPION - HTCH VASTJO L..E. OF  TALISMAN,  

OFTDsd, ATDd,STDds, HTD1sd, HTD11d, HRD111sdm, HTAD111d, RLF111sd, HSB1d, 

HSAd, THERAPY DOG, JUVENILE COURT DEPUTY SHERIFF, CGC 

10/16/2001 —- 6/23/2016 

“L E “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L.E. recently recieved a "DM MAIL"  (DIVINE MESSAGE) from my beloved BARNEY (10 Herding titles)   

that said ,"THE BOSS SAYS I NEED YOU TO COME HELP ME IN THE BIG PASTURE!" " KNOWING ALL ABOUT YOU AND 

YOUR 33 HERDING TITLES, HE WAS SURE YOU ARE WELL QUALIFIED FOR THE JOB!" 

 

Without pain or suffering at almost 15, L.E. said good bye and departed for her new job. 

She will be missed terribly, not only by her family, but our herding friends 

internationally as she is and probably always will be the most titled HERDING PULI in the world- 

--- Thanks to our wonderful instructor Nancy Obermark --- 

L. E.  waited until she was sure our little Puli, Cricket, could help soften the grief we feel with her departure.  

Cricket is 2 years old, ,already a certified Therapy Dog and working sheep and ducks! 

 

 I know L.E. is happy again out in the pasture  with a better HANDLER.   

 

 " DON'T CRY BECAUSE IT'S OVER, SMILE BECAUSE IT HAPPENED." 

 DR.SEUSS 

 

 PULI LOVE, DON, MAXINE, &  CRICKET  GOLD 
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Honor Your Dog  

 

I am your dog and I have a little something I'd like to whisper in your ear. I know that you humans lead 
busy lives. Some have to work, some have children to raise. It always seems like you are running here and 
there, often much too fast, often not noticing the truly grand things in life.  

Look down at me now, while you sit there at your computer. See the way my dark brown eyes look at 
yours? They are slightly cloudy now. That comes with age. The gray hairs are beginning to ring my soft 
muzzle. You smile at me and I see love in your eyes.  

What do you see in mine? Do you see a spirit? A soul inside, who loves you as no other could in the 
world? A spirit that would forgive all trespasses of prior wrong doing for just a moment of your time? 
That is all I ask. To slow down, if even for a few minutes, to be with me.  

So many times you have been saddened by the words you read on that screen, of others of my kind pass-
ing. Sometimes we die young and oh so quickly. Sometimes we age so slowly before your eyes that you 
may not even seem to know until the very end, when we look at you with grizzled muzzles and cataract 
clouded eyes.  

Still the love is always there, even when we must take that long sleep to run free in a distant land. I may 
not be here tomorrow. I may not be here next week. Someday you will shed the water from your eyes that 
humans have when deep grief fills their souls, and you will be angry at yourself that you did not have just 
one more day with me.  

Because I love you so, your sorrow touches my spirit and grieves me. We have now together. So come sit 
down next to me here on the floor, and look deep into my eyes. What do you see? If you look hard and 
deep enough we will talk, you and I, heart to heart. Come to me not as an alpha, or as a trainer, or even as 
mom and dad. Come to me as a living soul and stroke my fur and let us look into one another's eyes and 
talk. I may tell you something about the fun of chasing a tennis ball, or I may tell you something profound 
about myself, or even about life in general.  

You decided to have me in your life because you wanted a soul to share such things with. Someone very 
different from you; and here I am. I am a dog, but I am alive. I feel emotion, I feel physical senses, and I 
can revel in the differences of our spirits and souls. I do not think of you as a dog on two feet; I know what 
you are. You are human, in all your quirkiness, and I love you still.  

Now, come sit with me on the floor. Enter my world, and let time slow down if only for 15 minutes. Look 
deep into my eyes and whisper into my ears. Speak with your heart and with your joy, and I will know 
your true self. We may not have tomorrow, and life is so very short. 

 Love,  

Your Dog 

 – Author Unknown 
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ANOTHER ROOSTER TAIL by Jacki Evans 

 
Rooster’s Rambles 
 
Hello Puli friends. Well!!!! It is all happening in our house at the moment. It all started a couple of weeks ago when I over-
heard the girl Pulis talking and they said we were going to have a litter of puppies. Can you believe that? Tiny, tiny, baby 
puppies. Well, I don't know much about baby puppies, except I used to be one; so of course, I decided to do some investi-
gating myself, so I would know what to expect. I DO hate not knowing things! First, I asked my daddy but he said “What? 
Puppies? Oh right, yes well, you had better ask your mother” So off I went to find my mummy and a lot of good she was! 
She said “I don't have time now, ask your father” Hmm... Okay, this was going to take some thought. Right, next stop, 
Mum's computer. I had a quick look in her office, great, it was empty and the computer was on. I had a bit of difficulty 
climbing on the stupid chair as the silly thing kept spinning around and dropping me on the floor again but I finally got my-
self settled. Right, now to click onto 'The Information Manual for Young Pulis' easy, I have done this before, it's very inter-
esting. Well, I found the section on 'Puppies, where do they come from?' I was SO shocked; I nearly fell off the chair again! 
You will NEVER believe how baby puppies get here! They are brought by a STORK, in a shopping bag, who then hides 
them under a bush in the garden! Now this seemed very odd to me, but reading further it seems that the Stork is a very big 
bird and quite capable of flying along carrying a shopping bag full of puppies. Well, I was amazed but the Information Man-
ual has never let me down before so it has to be right.   
 
I was a bit concerned about them being hidden under a bush though as we have lots of bushes in our garden and in the or-
chard and he could leave them just about anywhere. I made up my mind that it would be up to me to do a patrol, several 
times a day and check each and every bush. It was going to be a hard job but someone had to do it. I did think of asking 
Wilma Pumi to help, she usually joins in any adventure I suggest but then I thought better of it. I am not sure what is 
wrong with her lately, she won’t run or jump, in fact she doesn’t want to play at all, she has become so lazy! Also, it’s ob-
vious that Mum has been giving her way too many treats as she has got really FAT. I think I may have to speak to her about 
it sometime. 
 
Anyway, I set up a patrol right there and then and kept my eyes open for a bag of puppies. Well, I don’t know how it hap-
pened or how I missed them, all I know is that I woke up one morning last week and daddy told me to be good as Mum 
was busy with the puppies and breakfast might be a bit late. Hey, they had arrived! I think it must have been Wilma who 
found them after all, as she has disappeared upstairs with Mum. I haven’t seen them yet as I am not allowed upstairs but if I 
stand at the bottom, I can hear them sometimes. They make little birdy sort of noises. It is very sweet. I wish it had been 
me who found them though! 
 
Wilma has become very self-important, since she found them; Mum brought her down yesterday to go outside, I was so 
pleased to see her, I have missed her so much. I ran to give her a kiss but all she said was, “Out of my way, out of my way, I 
must get back to my puppies” Uh, HER puppies? I thought they would belong to all of us, I didn’t realize it was finder’s 
keepers! 
 
I have been thinking though and she is sure in for a BIG surprise when they grow up a bit. If you think about it, it stands to 
reason. We are a PULI house. I know Wilma isn’t a Puli (it doesn’t really matter, we still love her) but the fact is, that this 
IS a Puli house. So, wouldn’t you agree that when that old Stork was choosing which puppies to bring us, he would choose 
Pulis? Of course he would, bound to! Also, I have seen some pictures my Mum took of them and yes, definitely they are 
Puli puppies, couldn’t be anything else. I mean, if they were Pumi puppies for instance, they would have sticky uppy ears 
wouldn’t they? I can’t wait to see Wilma’s face when she realizes! 
 
I’ll keep you posted.  
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2015 Puli Agility Highlights 
This article presents some Puli Agility highlights, milestones and statistics on the state of the Puli in Agility during 2015. 
In 2015 the number of Pulik that earned a qualifying score dropped to 23 from 24 in 2014. I hope that more Pulik and 

their owners will give Agility a try in 2016. 

Please Note:  Most Puli names listed below are WITHOUT their titles, since titles change quickly and I don’t want any-
one to be unhappy because of out-of-date titles.  There are some titles ‘as of’ 12/31/2015 and again these may not re-

flect current achievements. 

Puli Club of America National Specialty Agility Trial 2015 
The Puli Club of America and the Pumi Club of America combined to put on two agility trials on October 15, 2015 at the 

Eukanuba Hall in Wilmington, OH.  The High Scoring Puli for the AM trial was CH Lambak Etched ‘N Wool handled by 
Sandy Schickedanz.  The team qualified in both the Standard and JWW Novice classes.  The High Scoring Puli for the PM 

trial was CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras handled by Joe Lapine.  The team earned perfect scores in both 
Standard and JWW Master classes. 

New MACH Titles (Master Agility Championship) in 2015 
In 2015 there were two Pulik that earned a new MACH2 title.  They were:  
Jane Slade Exum with CH MACH2 Moonshadow Martuska Piroska RA MXC MJS2 NF IT and  

Joe Lapine with CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras PT MXC MJB2 XF VP 
Each MACH title takes a total of 20 Double Qs (qualifying in Standard and JWW classes on the same day) and 750 speed 

points (seconds under course time) from the Masters Classes. 
Big Congratulations are in order!!! 

New PACH Titles (Preferred Agility Championship) in 2015 
No new PACH Title was earned in 2015. 
The requirements for the PACH title are 20 Double Qs and 750 speed points from the Masters Preferred classes. The 

Preferred Classes jump 4” lower and are allowed an extra 5 seconds per run to complete the course. 

Fast Pulik 
Each year I calculate the Fastest Agility Runs by a Puli based on the information that I get from the AKC.  Looking at the 

2015 results, we see several repeat performers and a couple of new fast Pulik. 

Jumpers with Weaves (JWW) classes are made up of jumps (single bar and spread), tunnels (open and col-

lapsed) and weave poles.  The Yards per Second requirement for JWW runs is much higher than the Standard agility 

classes since there are no contact obstacles in the course. I calculated Yards per Second by dividing the number of 
yards in the course by the dog’s time.  

The top 10 JWW (Jumpers with Weaves) Runs for 2015:  
 

 
 

  Puli Name (Titles as of 12/31/2015) Puli 
YPS 

JWW 
Class 

Owner  

1 CH Loakespark Too Hot To Handle AX MXJ OF 4.98 Master Alexandra Davis 

2 CH Piroskai Mojoman Put A Spell On U RN MX MXJ MJB2 OF CGC 4.94 Master Dagmar Fertl 

3 MACH Xena Princess Warrior MXS MJS MXF MFB T2B3 4.87 Master Ronnie Cimprich 

4 CH Loakespark Too Hot To Handle AX MXJ OF 4.85 Master Alexandra Davis 

5 CH Piroskai Mojoman Put A Spell On U RN MX MXJ MJB2 OF CGC 4.80 Master Dagmar Fertl 

6 CH Loakespark Too Hot To Handle AX MXJ OF 4.77 Master Alexandra Davis 

7 CH Piroskai Mojoman Put A Spell On U RN MX MXJ MJB2 OF CGC 4.68 Master Dagmar Fertl 

8 CH Piroskai Pick Your Poison AX AXJ NF CGC 4.67 Master Irma Fertl 

9 CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras PT MXB2 MJB2 XF 4.665 Master Joe Lapine 

10 MACH Xena Princess Warrior MXS MJS MXF MFB T2B3 4.662 Master Ronnie Cimprich 

This article should have been included in the June issue of Puli News where the top 10 agility Pulis for 2015 were featured. It was not available at 
that time so your editor is including it in this issue.  The article is written by Cathy Pronzini, Agility Statistician. 
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Standard Agility classes are comprised of the same selection of obstacles as in JWW, with the addition of three con-

tact obstacles (Teeter-totter, elevated Dog Walk, A-Frame), plus a table.  The dog must touch the ‘contact’ zone Time 
based on the course length and required YPS then adds 5 seconds for the time that is spent on the Table.  I calculated 

Yards per Second by dividing the number of yards in the course by the dog’s time less the 5 seconds for the table. 
 

The top 10 standard agility runs for 2015: 

 

 
   
AKC Agility Masters Ranking System  
The AKC maintains a Ranking System for Agility dogs that are competing in the Masters level classes.  This system is 
based on the accumulation of Double Qs (Qualifying in Standard and JWW classes on the same day) and speed points 

(the number of seconds under Course Time of the dog’s run).  The AKC publishes an annual MACH Ranking based on 
scores obtained in a given calendar year and then uses these same types of statistics to determine the five invitees to 

the AKC Agility Invitational held in Orlando Florida. 

 
The following are the various rankings for Pulik. 

 

2015 Top Pulik Based on AKC MACH Ranking System  
Period: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Puli Name (Titles as of 12/31/2015) Puli 
YPS 

Std 
Class 

Owner  

1 CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras PT MXB2 MJB2 XF 4.36 Master Joe Lapine 

2 CH Loakespark Too Hot To Handle AX MXJ OF  4.35 Master Alexandra Davis 

3 CH Piroskai Mojoman Put A Spell On U RN MX MXJ MJB2 OF CGC 4.24 Master Dagmar Fertl 

4 CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras PT MXB2 MJB2 XF 4.163 Master Joe Lapine 

5 CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras PT MXB2 MJB2 XF 4.160 Master Joe Lapine 

6 CH Piroskai Mojoman Put A Spell On U RN MX MXJ MJB2 OF CGC 4.156 Master Dagmar Fertl 

7 CH MACH2 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras PT MXB2 MJB2 XF 4.15 Master Joe Lapine 

8 CH MACH2 Moonshadow Martuska Piroska RA MXC MJS2 NF  4.14 Master Jane Slade Exum 

9 CH Loakespark Too Hot To Handle AX MXJ OF  4.13 Master Alexandra Davis 

10 CH Loakespark Too Hot To Handle AX MXJ OF  4.10 Master Alexandra Davis 

RANK Dog Name Points Owner 

1 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras 935 Joseph Lapine Jr. 

2 Moonshadow Martuska Piroska 695 Jane Slade Exum 

3 Xena Princess Warrior 518 Ronnie Cimprich 

4 Piroskai MojomanPut A Spell on U 236 Dagmar Fertl 

5 Loakespark Too Hot to Handle 196 Alex Davis 

6 Moonshadows Csodas Renata 144 Jane Slade Exum 

7 Applegate’s Twinkle Little Star 118 Fran Levinson 

8 Piroskai Pick Your Poison 58 Dagmar Fertl 

9 Bartok’s Harvest Song 9 Nancy Kelly 

10 Loakespark Razzle Dazzle 5 Alex Davis 
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2015 Top Pulik Based on AKC PACH Ranking System  

Period: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015 

 
 
Puli Invitees to the 2015 AKC Agility Invitational 
 
The AKC has a yearly Invitational Agility Trial in conjunction with the AKC / Eukanuba National conformation dog show in 

Orlando Florida. A maximum of five dogs from each breed are invited. The qualification period for this competition is 
July to June.  The following is a list of the Top Puli qualifiers.  Those that competed in the December 2015 Invitational 

Agility Trial are those names below that are in BOLD. 
 

The High Scoring Puli at the 2015 AKC Agility Invitational was Fran Levinson and  Applegate’s Twinkle Little Star. 

            Period: July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015 
 

 
 
Puli Club of America National Specialty 2016 
 

There will be no Agility at the 2016 PCA National Specialty at Purina Farms. 
 

If you haven’t tried agility with your Puli, think about trying it in 2016!  Let’s increase the number of Puli competitors.  
 

I hope that you have enjoyed reading the 2015 Agility Statistics.                                 

Now go out and make some of your own! 
 

Cathy Pronzini 
PCA Agility Statistician 

Rank Dog Name Points Owner 

1 Sunday's Beatrice At Blue Spruce 69 Karen Kramer 

2 Piroskai Pick Your Poison 50 Dagmar Fertl 

3 Rackaorzo Zsandar 27 Fran Levinson 

4 Puszta's Rocco 8 Claudine Armand  

Rank Dog Name Points Owner Reg / 
Pref  

Invitational 
Puli Results 

1 Piroskai Nutn Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras  922 Joseph Lapine Jr. Reg    

2 Moonshadow Martuska Piroska 836 Jane Slade Exum Reg    

3 Zena Princess Warrior 588 Ronnie Cimprich Reg  2nd Place 

4 Piroskai Mojoman Put a Spell on U 276 Dagmar Fertl Reg    

5 Applegate's Twinkle Little Star 114 Fran Levinson Reg  1st Place 

6 Moonshadows Csodas Renata 58 Jane Slade Exum Reg    

7 Piroskai Pick Your Poison 30 Dagmar Fertl Reg    

8 Rackaorzo Zsandar 19 Fran Levinson Reg    

9 Loakespark Too Hot To Handle 8   Reg    

9 Shaghaven Buvosh 8 Martha C Sheppard Reg    

10 Sunday's Beatrice At Blue Spruce 91 Karen Kramer Pref 3rd Place 
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EVERY PULI IS BORN A HERDING DOG! 
By Don Gold (with additions by Linore Cleveland) 

 
So now you have a Puli puppy. You want to teach the pup to sit. You try it once and of course you get the look  “DA?”  

You made sure when you chose the right one of the litter– good conformation and a good temperament. 

Now you have the opportunity to do a herding instinct test. Of course with your Puli’s coat it takes nerve to go in a dusty 
pen and there you are looking at beasts that weigh maybe 200 pounds. Your Puli is built to, as a herding dog rule says, 
WORK TIRELESSLY ALL DAY IN ANY WEATHER. Suddenly the sheep, who have never seen a PULI are running wild 
and jumping as they are aware that a BANSHEE  with flying cords in running out of control after them. Then suddenly it 
happens  the sheep turn to challenge, the Puli gets confused , you have no clue what to do and ----IT’S OVER. YOU 
FLUNK! 

Now back to training the sit. How many treats and how long did it take? Again , a PULI is born a herding dog. The Instinct 
Test is to see if your Puli will show that instinct.  If your Puli doesn’t pass the instinct test I would like to suggest very 
strongly that you go online and get a list of AKC,ASCA, and AHBA judges who may be closer than you think and are will-
ing to work with a LOOSE EYED BREED, not just Border Collies and take a few lessons before you face the firing squad.  

If you Puli earned an Instinct Certification and you want your Puli to continue to learn about Herding, again try to find a 
trainer who will work with your LOOSE EYED BREED. You want a trainer who is going to be positive in the training to 
get the most out of your Puli.  Ask the judges(AKC, ASCA, AHBA) if they are aware of a trainer in your area.  Contact the 
trainer and go and watch a lesson to see if the trainer  is being encouraging to the dog being trained and not using punish-
ment to get the dog to do what they want. You may need to travel a bit to your lessons but the reward of seeing your Puli 
do what he/she was bred to do is well worth the time. 

Don’s Herding Trial Champion Vastjo L.E. of Talisman, with her 33 Sheep and duck  titles (most from AHBA trials)  is 
proof that a PULI can Herd. She is the only Puli in the world with an Advanced Mixed Stock title: 25 sheep moving them 
alone in 2 pastures. Then 10 ducks,one judge,20 minute total with a score of above 80. 

AKC titles are harder to get as they require qualifying  scores 3 times and must be under 2 judges. Seldom is there is there 
a 3 day trial and you Q 2 days and must find another trial for the last leg. 

The difference between herding and all other canine sports is the stock. L.E. could read her sheep or ducks and even when 
Don fell in a trial, she completed the course from his hand signals. 

Like training the sit---you MUST give your herding dog enough training to become a true “STOCK DOG.” 

To watch a Puli herd at the Advanced level like Don’s beloved  L.E. or Barney brings cheers from the other handlers and 
tears to my eyes. 

—-Don Gold, L.E, and now my next Champion CRICKET 

—-See L.E. at the youtube video: L.E. Advanced AHBA Sheep 
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AKC  TOP HERDING  PULIK for 2015 
Starting January 1, 2015 and ending December 31, 2015 

Explanation of Titles (AKC Titles) 
 
 CD      —Obedience title (Companion Dog) from the Novice Class 
RA      —Rally title (Rally Advanced) from the Rally Advanced Class 
HSAds—Herding title (Herding Started A course d for ducks, s for sheep) from the Started Class, A course 
HIAd --  Herding title (Herding Intermediate A course, d for ducks) from the Intermediate Class, A course 
 
GCHB—Conformation title (Grand Champion Bronze level) 
CH     — Conformation title (Champion) 
IT   —-   Herding certification (Instinct Test) 
 
 
Many Congratulations to Reggie and Anne Kemp for continuing their Herding adventures 
Congratulation to the new IT certificate holders — hopefully, they will continue their Herding adventures 

Rank Total 
Points 

Puli Name (titles as of 12/31/15) Primary Owner 

1 38 GCH CH Kitriana’s Reggie Lass CD RA HSAds HIAd CGC Anne Kemp 

“Reggie” (GCH CH Kitriana’s Reggie Lass CD RA HSAds HIAd CGC)  earned her HSAd and HIAd titles , 2 legs towards her HAAd  
title, and a Reserve High in Trial  in 2015. 

 

The following Pulik earned their IT certificates in 2015 

GCHB CH Roundabout Midnight At Woodmark owned by Richard & Bette Tannen 

CH Woodmark’s Roundabout owned by Richard & Bette Tannen 
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#1   GCH CH Kitriana’s Reggie Lass CD RA HSAds HIAd CGC   38  pts 
 

“REGGIE” 
 Owned by Anne Kemp 

Bred by Anne Kemp 
DOB: 29 July 2009 

 

Editor Note:  due the early publishing of Puli News this month (because of the Specialty), I was unable to get comments from 
Reggie’s owner, Anne Kemp.  Her comments will appear in the October Puli Post. 
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From Dogs In Review, May 2016, Volume 20, Issue 5 

 

BACK TO BASICS 
A Comparison of the Puli, Komondor and Bergamasco 

By Eric Liebes 
 

These are three breeds with long histories and heavily corded or matted coats. Breeds with shared ancestry make for sensible compari-
sons, as do those that have the same jobs or similar overall appearance.  In this case our comparison is of three barely related breeds 
that share an external appearance due to coat matting, flocking or cording.  Each breed claims an ancestry in the historical migration of 
tribes or nomadic herdsmen from Asia into Europe. 
 
History 
    Pulis and Komondors probably came to the Carpathian Basin of Hungary together tending the flocks of a Thrkic-speaking people 
called the Cumans or Kuns.  In the 10th and 11th centuries, the Cumans migrated out of Asia due to Mongol expansions.  The resem-
blance between the Puli and the Tibeten Terrier suggest some shared history between those breeds in Asia.  Because they crossed the 
Russian Steppes, it is possible that Komondors may share some heritage with the South Russian Sheepdog (or Owtcharka). 
    In 1239, the Cumans arrived in Hungary, pursued by Mongols, and asked King Bela IV for asylum.. They were nomadic, on horse-
back, and spoke a language similar to the Magyar Hungarians.  To King Bela IV, they must have looked like an armed cavalry with a 
shared enemy (Mongols).  After political turmoil involving the new strangers, the Cumans were exiled, and the Mongols captured 
large parts of Hungary in 1241 and 1242. 
    When the Mongols withdrew to go home and elect a new chief Khan, King Bela needed to strengthen his defenses for the future.  
He invited the Cumans back in 1246 and granted them crown lands in central Hungary  There they settled with their flocks and their 
partnered canine workers: a serious-minded guard dog (the Komondor) and an active and intelligent herding dog (the Puli). This his-
tory also answers why there are two large white livestock guarding dogs in Hungary: the Kuvasz was the dog of the Magyars, and the 
Komondor belonged to a different ethnic group and lived in a somewhat isolated region.  (My thanks to Komondor and Puli expert, 
the late Dr Arthur Sorkin for compiling this history.) 
    The Bergamasco also has an ancient history and is believed to have originated in Persia (now Iran).  The breed would have spread 
into Europe with their nomadic masters and their herds.  When some of these nomads eventually settled in the Italian Alps, the home-
land of the Bergamasco was established.  A possible relationship between these three breeds comes at that time in the 13th century 
when the Cumans were politically exiled from the Carpathian Basin and may have drifted into the Alps.  Was there mixing with a local 
herding dog?  Perhaps, but Bergamasco experts do not note this possibility in their history. 
    Both Komondor and Puli populations were decimated during WWII.  Komondors were restored using a few dogs that were shel-
tered in the Budapest Zoo during the war, along with those that survived at work on the Hungarian plains.  As recently as the 1980s, 
some of our Komondors’ five-generation pedigrees include unnamed dogs shown as “dog of the plains”. 
    Pulis had grown in popularity in Hungary in the 1930s and enough survived to repopulate the breed through the 1950s.  After 
WWII, industrialization and tourism changed the lifestyle in the Bergamasco’s traditional alpine valley home.  The dogs moved, with 
their “traveling shepherds,” to tend the flocks of rich landowners in a larger region.  Because the shepherds were from the Bergamasco 
Valleys, the dogs got that name.  They had previously also been known as Alpine or Northern Italian Sheepdogs. 
 
Conformation Under the Coat 
KOMONDOR.  Dogs with a job adopt body and movement styles and size best suited to that job. Komondors are specialized as flock 
guards.  They defend their flock from wolves, dogs or strangers and work in cooperation with the shepherd. They need to be big 
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enough to be imposing but athletic enough to get the job done. Hence, the most important sentence in the Komondor standard is, 
“While large in size is important, type, character, symmetry, movement and ruggedness are of greatest importance and are on no ac-
count to be sacrificed for size alone.” 
    To generate that ruggedness and movement, Komondors are described as slightly rectangular (the Hungarian standard says it is typi-
cally zero to 8 percent longer than tall) and with “plenty of bone and substance.”  Although no ideal size is described (just a minimum 
of 27.5 inches for dogs,25.5 inches for bitches), one can argue that a 29-inch dog or a 26-inch bitch is plenty big enough to get the job 
done.  With ideal weights of 100-plus pounds for dogs, 80-plus pounds for bitches, this is not a giant dog in the manner of a Saint Ber-
nard but rather a large, sturdy, agile athlete.  Shaved down dog, with plenty of size, support that body style. 
    While not a “head breed”, Komondors display good strength in their heads with broad topskull and strong, wide muzzle.  The total 
length of the head is described as, “approximately two-fifths the height of the dog.” That means a 29-inch-tall dog’s head is almost a 
foot long! That head is ideally 40 percent muzzle and 60 percent topskull. 
    Komondor gait is “light, leisurely and balanced,” and dogs should show an athletic, solid topline on the move. 
    PULI. Pulis are fine-tuned for the strenuous work of tending flocks of Hungarian Racka sheep.  The Racka can be headstrong.  
While the Puli is temperamentally willing to guard, ideally it had a Komondor partner to do the guarding work.  So just as the Ko-
mondor would rarely have to herd, so the Puli would not need to face down predators. 
    The Puli’s ideal size is 17 inches for dogs and 16 inches for bitches. Their square and compact build with a short strong loin make 
for maximum agility and quick stops and starts.  One Puli herding technique is to jump up on the back of the sheep—an acrobatic feat! 
They are lively and light-footed and can really cover ground in the ring, with good reach and drive. 
    Under the coat, the Puli is described as square and well angulated (90-degree shoulder) but otherwise moderate and of medium 
bone. For good legs , Pulis should be about 45 percent depth of chest to 55 percent leg length. The head is medium broad with the 
muzzle making up to 40 percent of head length. 
    BERGAMASCO. Bergamascos serve as both flock guards and herders.  They are designed to do their job in mountainous terrain. 
Their mass is described as “muscular, heavy-boned with plenty of substance.” At 23.5 inches in height for dogs and 22 inches for 
bitches, they are about midway in size between the Komondor and the Puli.  The Bergamasco standard says dogs weigh between 70 
and 84 pounds, bitches between 57 and 71 pounds.  This is indeed heavier-boned, by proportion, than either the Komondor or Puli. 
    The Bergamasco is “about 5 to 6 percent longer than the height measured at the withers.” This is the same range of “slightly rectan-
gular” as the Komondor.  Bergamascos have more moderate angles than Pulis, but with their strong bone and muscle can do the con-
stant motion work of an active herder. They possess a low center of gravity and the ability to advance in leaps if the terrain or the task 
requires  On flat ground, they move with “both front andf rear feet remaining close to the ground.” 
    Bergamasco head proportions are 50-50, with muzzle equal in length to topskull, and the muzzle’s depth and width is about half it 
length; very strong. 
    All three breed standards ask for full dentition, dark pigment and well-built feet with thick pads.  Good feet are tools for a hard 
task. All three breeds have ears that cannot come erect.  It is important that the livestock they protect do not view them as predators 
with prick ears. 
 
Coats and Colors 
Distinctive for their appearance and function, but not as important as body style and construction for getting the job done, are the 
unique coats of these three breeds.  Komondors and Pulis have essentially the same coat and cording style.  Bergamascos have a unique 
mixed coat that forms mats.  They will look different from the corded breeds at every age. 
    KOMONDOR & PULI.  Komondors and Pulis are born with wavy coats, which are soft and fall into curls.  Fanciers never brush 
this baby coat; they just bathe the dog to keep it clean and let the coat do its thing.  At 6 months, when the dogs might first enter the 
ring, they are not matted or corded, just fluffy, the coat a few inches long with some curl or crimp.  This is what an ungroomed Poo-
dle would look like also, as the coat is essentially the same. 
    At around 9 months, the soft coat and some guard hairs will begin to entangle in some areas, and the cording will begin. Typically 
the first places to lump up are on the rump or around the ears. The dog will still look fluffy and unkempt from the outside, but there 
are clumps forming near the skin, which can be felt and will repel careful groomers of other breeds. Now is the time for the owners to 
begin to split the forming clumps into even cord sections. 
    Good cords come from a area about the size of a quarter at the skin.  The cords do not clump up right at the skin, the coat is healthy 
an open at the skin.  Depending on the specific dog’s coat texture, the coat might mat up entirely, might form into plates or might go 
fairly directly into cords.  Any of these are OK, and in the hands of an experienced Puli or Komondor groomer, all will look great 
later.  The main activity is splitting the cords down to the skin and bathing, which tightens the cords.  Legend of beeswax treatments 
or hours of twisting are incorrect. 
    For Komondors and Pulis, the coat remains the same as the dog grows older.  Cords just get longer with age.  Puli coat reaches the 
ground at 4 or 5 years, and Komondor coat “turns the corner” and begins to look mature at about age 4. Still that coat may fly up over 
the back on the move.  The coat reaches the ground at 5 to 7 years old, depending on the dog’s height. 
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    Komondors come in white only and must be corded by 18 months, which is usually not a problem. Komondor puppies often have 
cream or buff on the ears or elsewhere, and this is fine.  Pulis come in white, shades of gray, black and rusty black.  The gray or silver 
coats lighten with age and may have variations in color on different parts of the body. The black coats are usually a little coarser than 
the white, but all cord just fine. Pulis may be shown brushed but in a good well-crimped coat this is a battle against the coat’s constant 
desire to cord up. In other countries, Pulis must be corded. In Hungary, another Puli  color Jako, or fawn with a dark mask, is allowed. 
    In 35 years of experience with Komondors and Pulis, I have seen only one coat that I considered faulty (except for the one with a 
big gray spot).  Everyday judges (i.e. not breeder judges) should concentrate on evaluating the dogs under the coat.  As long as the 
coats are a correct color and have solid crimp and curl, they are likely fine. 
    BERGAMASCO. Bergamasco coat is unique. As with the Komondor and Puli, the coat includes fine hair (undercoat) and courser 
outer coat. Bergamasco coat also includes “goat hair”.  It is long. Straight and rough in texture, reminiscent of the coarse hair on a 
Briard. Distribution of the various types of hair over the body is not homogeneous.  The withers and head of the Bergamasco have 
more goat hair, and those are absent of flocks.  The rear is woollier and will form mats or cords with maturity. 
    Development of the final Bergamasco coat occurs in stages. Puppies do not show any tendency to felt or mat.  Fanciers brush the 
coat at this stage.  At about 1 year old, their hair changes texture.  Wooly hair grows on the tail and withers, and the coarser straighter 
goat hair grows over the withers and saddle.  Shedding and this growth start the formation of flocks and clumps.  In this transitional 
coat, some hand work is done, but excessive bathing or organizing is not recommended.  After three years, the adult coat is in place 
and grows longer with age.  It is never as organized as a Komondor or Puli coat because of the variable presence of the goat hair, and 
wide flocks can be divided if desired. 
    Bergamasco coat can be solid gray, gradations of gray (including merle) up to and including solid black. Solid black coats may con-
tain less goat hair.  In general, the coat lightens or fades with age. At the skin, it will always be black or gray.  The coat should always 
look rustic. White on more than one-fifth of the body disqualifies at any age. 
    For all three breeds , the coat provides protection from the elements and from predators.  For Komondors, part of their guarding 
routine is to leap up and out, which blows out the coat and must make them seem very imposing to a hostile canine. The Bergamascos 
do the same thing.  In all three of these breeds, coat appearance changes drastically with age.  Coat length and texture should be ap-
preciated for the coat stage of that age.  Among adult coats, rewarding coat length in Komondors, Pulis and Bergamascos is just re-
warding the dog for being older.  This is not a sensible judging criterion. 
 
Temperament 
These breeds are independent, intelligent and self-motivated.  Shepherds using both Bergamascos and Pulis needed dogs to be as inde-
pendent as possible, taking instructions from their person but also taking action on their own. They worked in strong partnership in 
the field, and they do the same at home and in the show ring. The guarding task of the Komondor certainly requires independent 
thinking and action. That being said, these are smart, trainable dogs that should be able to learn the “rules” of the dog show ring. Fi-
nally, remember that when we judge, it is our job to offer breeding recommendations in our evaluation and placements in heavily 
coated breeds, we must judge through the coats and see the features that will help the breeds perform their jobs. That will identify the 
better dogs that deserve titles and to be used in breeding programs. 
 
Judging Through Heavy Coats 
Judges must examine the dogs, in detail, by hand under the coat in order to determine the structure, muscle and bone of these densely 
coated breeds. On the move, you can only see some clues of the movement, the ones that are not obscured by the coat. 
    Here is how to do this evaluatioin: Imagine a Doberman or Rottweiler standing in front of you.  Close your eyes, Could you still 
find the key structural elements (shoulder and rear angles, length of neck and ribcage, amount of bone, proportion, breadth of top-
skull and muxxle) of the dog with your hands? Of course. Now send that Doberman around and down and back.  Only watch its foot-
fall, reach and drive balance at the feet and topline. Did you find out enough to evaluate its soundness, efficiency and movement style? 
Of course.  This is how the key elements of structure and movement must be evaluated on a heavly coated Komondor, Bergamasco or 
Puli. 
 
Eric Liebes, PhD., has been a breeder-judge and mentor for Komondors and Pulis for many years.  He got his first Komondor in 1981, that bitch still 
holds the all-breed Best in Show record for the breed.  Eric and his ex-wife, Nancy, bred many champions under the Nagyalma  kennel name.  Eric is 
currently approved to judge the Hound, Working and Herding Groups.  He lives in Colorado with his wife, Joan. 
    The author thanks Bergamasco mentor Donna DeFactis of Silver Pastori Bergamascos, and Puli Club members Linda Hall and Susi Szeremy, Ko-
mondor and Puli history comes from Dr. Arthur Sorkin.  All three national breed clubs have excellent illustrated standards and other information on 
their websites. 
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THE COLOURS OF THE PULI 
A few months ago the Canadian national club, Puli Canada, formed a Standard Revision Committee to look into making 

changes to the Colour section of the CKC Puli standard, in particular to consider adding the masked fawn colour. 

 

During their discussions the members of the committee did a lot of research into the history and genetics of the colours 

found in the Puli, consulting many books and articles on the breed.  This article is a summary of some of the history and 

genetics we found.  I am not a geneticist so I don’t intend to try and explain the heredity of Puli colours except in the 

most general terms.  There is much that is still not clear on the subject, and more research is needed to map the genetic 

variations in our breed. 

 

Many people think the Puli only comes in black as that is the dominant colour in the breed and by far the most frequently 

seen.  Grey and white are also allowed in our current standard, but very few grey or white Pulis are seen in either the Ca-

nadian or American showrings compared to the blacks. 

 

The three Hungarian herding breeds, the Puli, Pumi and Mudi, were bred interchangeably up to the late 19th/early 20th 

centuries, and the names Puli and Pumi were often used for very similar dogs depending on the area in which they were 

found.  The Puli and the Pumi were identified as separate breeds from about 1920.  According to the FCI Pumi standard, 

allowable colours are black, grey, fawn in all shades, preferably with a dark mask, and white.  The Mudi, much rarer 

than the Puli and the Pumi, earned separate breed recognition in 1936, and the FCI Mudi standard allows fawn, black, 

blue merle, blue-grey, brown, and white.  Both breeds permit small white markings on chest and toes, but they are both 

basically solid-coloured breeds.  The Pumi and the Mudi have a wider range of allowable colours than the Puli; it’s pos-

sible that the colours were defined more narrowly in the early Puli standards to help distinguish it from its two cousins. 

 

The Puli was originally a breed of many different colours. Records from the early 1920s in Hungary list the following 

colours for the Puli noted by scientists and breeders who began to take an interest in the Puli as a breed separate from the 

Pumi: white, cream, dove grey, silver grey, olive grey, blue grey, slate, iron grey, steel blue, pale yellow, rusty black, 

black with white hairs intermixed, and jet black.  Pulis with large patches were also seen. 

 
As far as I have been able to ascertain, the first standard for the Puli was published in Hungary in 1920 at about the time 

of separation from the Pumi, but described mainly character, not colour. Registration was very hit-and-miss as some 

breeders didn’t bother to register their puppies, even if they came from registered parents.  During the 1920s some pup-

pies were registered as brown, light-brown, reddish-brown and greyish-brown, as well as black.  The Hungarian standard 

was revised in 1935 and included only black, grey and white. 

 
Following World War II, in the 1940s and 1950s selective breeding began in Hungary, first eliminating brown pigmenta-

tion and particolours, and then concentrating on black, and as it is the dominant colour it quickly spread.  Black became 

so fashionable that breeders began to think of it as the only true Puli colour whereas in previous years it had been some-

thing of a rarity. An article published in the Hungarian magazine A Kutya (The Dog) in 1956 mentioned that Pulis were 

found in various colours, including white, black, cream-like, steel blue, pigeon grey, frosty, coffee brown, chocolate 

brown, reddish brown, and the so-called “green” Puli – the colour of a greyish-brown bread roll. The same article de-

scribed the “Police Puli” (the tallest of the sizes at the time) as being black, grey or deer-like (fawn). 

 

Colours other than black, grey and white were eliminated from breeding as they were considered a disgrace and a danger 

to the purity of the breed, though of course they continued to appear in litters due to the magic of recessive genes.  Grey 

was considered acceptable as many black Pulis fade to grey as they age, although researchers have found several other 

genetic variations of grey in the Puli.  One gene acts on some of the fawn dogs that have black masks, ears and tail, and 

The Canadian national club for the Puli, Puli Canada, recently set up a Standard Revision Committee to look into making changes to the color section 
of the Canadian Kennel Club Puli Standard.  Stephanie Horan (Immerzu Puli Kennel) was a member of this committee and wrote this article to sum-
marize their findings.. 
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which usually also have black hairs scattered throughout the coat which show that they carry the gene for black.  These 

dogs often gradually fade to grey. 

 

The FCI standard of 1960 even described black as the preferred colour, but the next revision published in1966 read as 

follows: "Pulis are of different colours.  Black, several shades of grey and white are bred at present."  This wording 

would appear to leave the door open to the possibility of other colours being acceptable in the future. 

 

In Hungary white had been known to occur prior to World War I, but was not popular and was almost rendered extinct 

after World War II due to breeders favouring black, and the fact that white is recessive to black.  A few breeders began 

to take an interest in the whites and their popularity increased.  All countries now consider black, white and grey as ac-

ceptable colours with no preference given to any; most countries also include one or more of the fawn variations as ac-

ceptable. 

 

There is more than one genetic white.  One is the pure white with black pigment right from birth; another is the fawn that 

gradually becomes lighter and lighter until it looks white, when it is in reality a very pale cream.  Some of these have 

incorrect brown pigment, and often show their true colour genetics by having cream or yellowish hair, particularly in the 

newly grown hair and around the ears.  I’ve also been told about white puppies that were considered partial albinos – 

born with pink pigment and skin and blue eyes, but with colour receptors in their eyes so were not true albinos. 

 

The Canadian Kennel Club Stud Book is published each year and lists all litters born and puppies individually registered.  

In the last 25 years, Puli puppies have been registered as apricot; beige; black, fawn markings; black and grey; black and 

tan; black, white and tan; blue; cream; gold; and golden. 

 

The genetics of Puli colour have not been well studied, though there has been some useful research done in recent years.  

Sheila Schmutz, PhD, at the Department of Animal and Poultry Science at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, 

Canada, has done a considerable amount of research into Puli colours, and has identified the Puli as having three basic 

colours: black, white, and fawn.  Each of these, however, has more than one genotype; for example, Dr Schmutz has 

identified more than a dozen genotypes in the Puli for black, most of them carrying recessive genes for white and/or 

fawn.  It is not surprising that the fawn shades ranging from cream to reddish-brown occur in the Puli, as DNA research 

appears to show that white in the Puli is actually a dilute of red. 
 

One of the fawn variations is the masked fawn.  In the puppy and young adult the colour is generally a reddish-fawn, 

with a black mask, ear tips and tail tip.  Both black and white hairs are intermingled through the coat.  The colour is 

called “maszkos fakó” in Hungarian, which translates literally to “masked faded” or “masked pale” because it tends to 

lighten with age, and the dog often becomes a light fawn or cream or even grey while retaining the black mask, and often 

the black ear tips and tail tip too.  In Hungary “fakó” does not refer to a specific colour, it is used to describe any pale 

coloured Puli except white, which is confusing for English speakers.  I read a report from one English visitor to Hungary 

who was anxious to see some “maszkos fakó” Pulis and was surprised to be shown several dogs that to her eyes were 

clearly grey. 

 

The FCI standard for the Puli is written in Hungary, considered to be the country of origin of the breed.  The masked 

fawn was included in the FCI standard revision of 2000, but not the solid-coloured fawns which lack the black mask.  It 

is known that masked fawns were appearing in litters in the years following World War II but since they were not con-

sidered desirable at that time their existence was kept quiet until they were allowed to be registered in 1964.  Breeders 

then became more interested in them and Experimental classes were offered for them at shows.  They became eligible 

for national championships in 1973, and on their inclusion in the FCI standard in 2000 were then able to earn interna-

tional championships.  Currently they are shown in the classes with the blacks and greys; white Pulis have their own 

classes. 
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The Puli has always been described as a solid coloured dog, and this question always comes up when considering the 

masked fawn, a dog clearly with dark markings on a paler background.  Several breeds have similar colouring – the 

tawny Briard, the Tervuren, the Leonberger, for example - and within those breeds this is not considered to be bi-

coloured.  By including masked fawn in the FCI standard the Hungarians obviously also consider it to be basically a 

solid colour with black trim. In my experience the greys are not strictly a solid colour either as they are rarely the uni-

form grey of a breed such as the Weimaraner.  Grey Pulis very often have varying shades on the same dog depending on 

the proportion of black hair to white; sometimes the contrast between the light grey and dark grey areas on the dog is 

quite noticeable. 

The solid-coloured fawns have caused problems in Puli breeding in Hungary as the very light shades often fade to white 

as the dog ages.  These dogs appear to be white though genetically they are not, and can produce puppies of a darker col-

our.  As white Pulis are shown in their own classes under FCI rules and may not be interbred with other colours, this has 

caused difficulties for breeders who wish to produce pure whites.  As a result the solid-coloured fawns without the dark 

mask are not listed as an acceptable colour in the FCI standard, and only the pure white Puli with no hint of cream or 

yellow hair is acceptable.  Some of the fawns that have no black hairs whatsoever are dilutes and will have brown pig-

mentation, and that is not acceptable in a Puli of any colour. 

 

The masked fawn Puli is accepted in all countries that hold dog shows under FCI rules, currently a total of 84 in most of 

Europe, Central and South America, the Far East, and two countries in Africa.  The Puli standards of the United King-

dom, Australia and New Zealand list both the masked fawn and solid-coloured fawn Pulis as acceptable, calling the col-

our “apricot.” 

 

The current CKC standard states that: “Accepted colours are black, reddish-black, grey-reddish-black, all shades of grey, 

and white.”  Under Disqualifications the standard states that: “Colours other than those mentioned as acceptable.”  This 

effectively disqualifies fawns, and is the only standard in the world to do so.  The standard was revised in 1980 and re-

flected the FCI standard of the time which listed only black, grey and white as acceptable colours. 

 

The first AKC standard written in 1936 reads: "All colours are permissible.  The most preferred are white, shades of gray 

or cream with darker ears, and black."  The standard was revised in 1960 and omits the mention of cream, so the Puli 

Club of America must have decided that it was no longer acceptable.  Ellanor Anderson, author of the book How to 

Raise and Train a Puli, was a prominent breeder and exhibitor and was the Chairperson of the standard revision commit-

tee at the time.  In her book, written in 1964, she mentions that “buffs and tans and goldens appear in the breed occasion-

ally,” and also mentions that “yellowish-white” hairs appear in the coats of white Pulis at times.  As the first Pulis were 

imported into the USA in 1935 the fawn/cream colour with and without dark ears must have been known in the USA 

from the very early days. 

 

The current AKC standard mentions only black, grey and white as acceptable colours, but has no disqualifications and 

therefore in theory any colour can be shown in the USA, and a number of fawn Pulis have completed their American 

championships over the years, the most recent being in 2015.  A Puli named Ch Pusztafi Ambro is pictured on the cover 

of the May 1973 issue of Dog World with the caption that he is: “the only corded gold (fawn) champion in the United 

States.”  

 

Anyone who has been in Pulis for more than five minutes knows the name of the late Leslie Benis.  Les was a prominent 

breeder and exhibitor originally from Hungary who immigrated to California in 1956.  He was very well-respected and 

enjoyed considerable success with his Pulis in the 1960s and 1970s, some of which he imported from Hungary and oth-

ers he bred in the USA.  He came from a family of Puli breeders and he greatly influenced American breeders at a time 

when information was difficult to obtain from Hungary as it was under Soviet control.  Les introduced America to what 

he believed was the correct Hungarian style of Puli, at the time very different from the American-bred Puli of the day, 

which was much larger and had a brushed coat.  Les insisted that the corded coat was the only correct grooming style for 

a Puli and pioneered its exhibition and acceptance in American showrings.  He was strident in his opinions and was not 

afraid to voice them in the defence of his beloved Puli breed. 
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He believed that any colour other than black and grey were created for the tourist market, and that both white and fawn 

were man-made colours in the breed.  He thought that white may have come from crossing with small Komondors or 

even Maltese, and that the fawn may well have been the result of “a sexually overactive mutt.”  He commented in his 

book This is the Puli that during his research he was unable to find any written references for the existence of coloured 

Pulis.  Other writers, however, seem to have done so. 

 

Les wrote an article for Puli News in 2004 asserting that only black, rusty black and grey Pulis were shown prior to 

WWI.  However, a breeder named Magdolna Kállay is documented as exhibiting several white Pulis from her Gal-

gavölgy Puli kennel prior to WWI, and she continued breeding and showing them between the two wars.  In the same 

article Les mentions that whites appeared in two different regions at the same time (he doesn’t mention a date) and ex-

presses incredulity, but why would that be such a surprise?  Several breeders had been working to produce whites since 

WWII when the colour was feared to be extinct, and in the 1950s Dr Imre Ócsag, President of the Hungarian Sheepdogs 

National Species Council, put out a call to breeders to attempt to save and popularize the whites.  It's not beyond the 

bounds of possibility that two breeders managed to do so at about the same time.  As a recessive colour it can hide for 

generations.  Even if Les was right and Komondor and/or Maltese were introduced to help it along, it's irrelevant 

now.  White is a thoroughly accepted colour with many excellent white Pulis around the world. 

 

Like many other Puli owners and breeders I learned a lot from Les, and I admired his forthright opinions and obvious 

passion.  He made a huge and positive impact on the Puli breed, but I have come to believe that he may not have been 

right all the time.  His dislike of any other colours in the breed except for black and grey and his insistence that some 

were artificially introduced flies in the face of much evidence that other colours may well have been present in the breed 

from historical times, probably through the genetic link with the Pumi and the Mudi, both of which allow a greater range 

of colour, and it was the suppression of them in the Puli that was man-made. 

 

There are still some mysteries to be solved regarding Puli colour genetics, and it’s certainly true that black, white and 

grey are not the only colours that can pop up in a litter and surprise the breeder!  I personally know of white, masked 

fawn, black and tan, and brown puppies suddenly appearing in litters with backgrounds of many generations of black 

Pulis. 

 

Finally, the Standard Revision Committee formed by Puli Canada reached agreement to include the masked fawn, fol-

lowing the example of the country of origin, and also to add wording to better describe white and grey.  The revision to 

the Colour section of our standard is now in the hands of the CKC for its approval. 

 

 

Stephanie Horan 
June 2016 
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PULI RESCUE 

Puli Rescue   Thanks to each of you who made a donation to Puli Rescue when you paid 
your dues and especially to those who donated in memory of Alex Fokine for the care of 
Gypsy and Curly. 

Puli Rescue thanks all of you for your  generous donations.  Please remember that Puli Res-
cue is a 501( c ) 3 organization so all donations are tax deductible. 

If you work for an employer who does matching gifts, think about having your gift to Puli 
Rescue matched by your employer. 

Please consider using Amazon’s smile.amazon.com website and selecting  “The PCA Res-
cue Trust fund” as the recipient of the AmazonSmile donation from your purchases. 

If you have a PULI you’d like to memorialize, please think about the Puli Rescue  

MEMORIAL WALL 

The form for adding a Puli to the Memorial Wall can be found online at  

www.PuliRescue.org or in the June 2015 Issue of Puli News 

If you are interested in being on the list for a possible Rescue,  go to the website for rescue 
(pulirescue.org).  There are instructions for how to get on the list.   

 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE RESCUE PROCESS, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE RESCUE COMMITTEE! 

VOLUNTEERS CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TO PULI RESCUE. 

 

The Puli Club of America Rescue Trust is looking for a volunteer to take over as Rescue 
Trust treasurer.  The job includes recording any donations and thanking those who make 
such donations (as well as notifying those who are honored or memorialized by the dona-
tion).  It also includes paying any bills representing expenses for taking in a rescue Puli, vet-
erinary bills for the Puli, any boarding necessary until the Puli is placed, and any transporta-
tion needs to get the Puli to its new home.  Currently the books are kept using Quick Books 
but could easily be converted to a simpler bookkeeping system. 

 

PCA’s Rescue Trust continues to be very grateful  

for all the funds that support Rescue.  
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925-820-9072                                                                 
corddogs@yahoo.com 

 
 AKC COLUMNIST 

Dagmar Fertl 
30403 N. Holly Oaks Circle 
Magnolia, TX 77355-5704 

972-742-5206 
dfertl@gmail.com 

 
 BOOK OF TITLEHOLDERS 

Pam Barbro-Erstling 
7502 Place Vendome 

Spring, TX 77379-2803 
281-379-6498 

pbarbro@@sbcglobal.net 
 

HEALTH EDUCATION 
Patty Anspach 

2367 E 100 N 
Winamac, IN 46996 

574-946-4267 
wyldmor@centurylink.net  

Carolyn Nusbickel 
526 Gardenia Lane 

Vero Beach, FL 32963 
772-231-0331 

bokar1@comcast.net 
Linda Meakin DVM 

2713 Chestnut Lane 
New Richmond, OH 45157-9067 

513-553-0333 
lindameakin@adelphia.net 

 
HERDING/HERDING STATS 

Linore Cleveland 
105 Hopi Way 

Kerrville, TX 78028 
830-257-7814 

pcaherding@gmail.com 
 

HISTORIAN 
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
574-946-4267 

wyldmor@centurylink.net 
 

JUDGES EDUCATION 
Barbe Pessina 

632 Peekskill Hollow Rd. 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 

845-528-9350 
moonshadowpulik@aol.com  

 
Carolyn Nusbickel 
526 Gardenia Lane 

Vero Beach, FL 32963 
772-231-0331 

bokar1@comcast.net  
 
 

LEGISLATIVE LIASION 
(OPEN) 

 
MEMBERSHIP  
Dr. Lee Parsons 

13950 Walnut Canyon 
Helotes, TX 78023-2807 

lee.parsons@att.net 
 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME  
Theodore J. Lawson, Jr 

PO Box 34133 
San Antonio, TX 78265-4133 

210-341-6156 
lawson@flash.net 

 
OBEDIENCE STATISTICIAN 

Nancy Kelly 
543 Old Cove Road North 

Jasper, GA 30143 
706-253-9383 

picikelly@aol.com 
 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
(OPEN)  

 
PULI NEWS   

Linore Cleveland 
105 Hopi Way 

 Kerrville TX 78028 
830-257-7814 

pulinewseditor@gmail.com 
 

RESCUE TRUST 
Jane Slade Exum 

2855 Trickum Road 
Woodstock, GA 30188-1851 

770-928-3603 
pulimom@aol.com 

 
RESCUE TRUST TREASURER 

Linore Cleveland 
105 Hopi Way 

Kerrville, TX 78028 
830-257-7814 

rescuetrustpca@gmail.com 
 

  
SPECIALTY  COORDINATOR 

    (OPEN) 
 

SPECIALTY CHAIR—2016 
Julie Schuh 

1616 E, Calumet Street 
Appleton, WI 54915 

920-730-1885 
pulihouse@new.rr.com 

 
Kathy Allen 

3900 Happy Lane 
Sacramento, CA 95827 

916-369-7701 
vadrozsapulis@gmail.com 

 
 
 

SUPPORTED ENTRY COORDINATOR 
Alece Coulman (Brubaker) 

201 Lamplite Dr. 
Carlisle, PA 17013 

717-713-8795 
spindriftpulik@gmail.com 

 
TROPHY COORDINATOR 

Glen Van Der Hart 
2221 Osburn Rd 

Arrington, TN 37014 
615-947-9168 

glen.vanderhart@usa-aus.net 
 
 

EDITOR, PCA CALENDAR 
Linda Hall 

10977 Dobbins Run,   
LaFayette, CO 80026-9679  

303-828-0724  
whirlwindgraphics@comcast.net 

 
CALENDAR MAILING  

Linda Hall 
10977 Dobbins Run,   

LaFayette, CO 80026-9679  
303-828-0724  

whirlwindgraphics@comcast.net 
 

VERSATILE PULI 
Cathy Pronzini 

2555 Holly Oak Dr. 
Danville, CA 94506 

925-820-9072 
corddogs@yahoo.com  

 
WEB PAGE 
Jim Moen 

2555 Holly Oak Drive 
Danville, CA 94506  

925-820-9072  
moenmail@yahoo.com 

PCA COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

mailto:glen.vanderhart@usa-aus.net
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THE PULI CLUB OF AMERICA'S  

GUIDELINES FOR OWNERS/BREEDERS/EXHIBITORS  

The Puli Club of America, Inc. in accordance with the objectives of its Constitution, 
expects its members to use these guidelines in establishing a standard of conduct for 
themselves as owners, breeders, sellers and exhibitors of Pulik.  Every person who owns a 
Puli has an inherent responsibility to protect our breed. 
 
A. A PULI OWNER WILL  PROVIDE ALL DOGS WITHIN THEIR KEEPING WITH: 

· Appropriate food, water, health care and shelter. 
· Emotional requirements of attention, affection and appropriate training. 

B. A PULI BREEDER WILL: 
· Be well-informed about the Standard of our breed. 
· Be aware that the purpose of breeding is to maintain or improve the quality of 

the breed in accordance with the standard. 
· Use all available means such as knowledge of ancestors, and CHIC testing to 

determine that breeding stock is free of inheritable disease.  PCA required 
CHIC testing includes: 

1. OFA or Penn Hip for hips 
2. OFA for patella 
3. OFA Degenerative Myelopathy (DNA test) 
4. CERF (Canine Eye Registry)/OFA Eye Registry to be updated 

every 3 years 
Additional tests that can be performed but are not required include: 

1. OFA for elbows 
2. OFA for cardiac 
3. OFA for thyroid 
4. BAER (hearing) test 

· Obtain radiologically normal OFA/Penn Hip evaluation on all breeding stock 
before breeding. 

· Use only stock which is itself sound in body and temperament. 
· Breed only when in a position to properly care for the bitch and litter, 

recognizing that offspring might need housing for a considerable length of 
time. 

· Not breed a bitch at her first season, before the age of 2, nor breed her more 
than 2 out of 3 consecutive heat periods, taking the health of the bitch into 
consideration at all times. 

· Enter into all breeding arrangements with written contracts. 
· Keep accurate and thorough breeding records in full accordance with AKC 

requirements. 
· Prevent all breedings that are not carefully planned and provide adequate 

kenneling to prevent accidental or unplanned matings. 
· Insist that a visiting bitch be in the stud owner’s care and/or supervision 

before, through and until completion of estrus, so that accidental mating to 
another stud not occur. 

· Not substitute one stud for another without the knowledge and agreement of 
all parties. 

· Pay careful attention to physical and emotional needs of puppies produced. 

· Keep all puppies in the litter until they are a minimum of eight (8) weeks of 
age. 

· Be aware at all times that producing puppies is a commitment and they remain 
responsible for puppies they produce throughout the lifetime of those dogs.   

· Breeders are required to provide assistance to dogs of their breeding in need 
of re-homing, including taking the dogs back and fostering them until they can 
relocate them to a new home. 

 
C:        PERSON SELLING A PULI WILL: 

· Maintain a reasonable price within one’s locale, which price should also be 
compatible with national prices. 

· Intelligently and honestly classify stock as show prospect, breeding prospect 
or pet. 

· Provide AKC papers with limited registration if the dog is a potential 
detriment to the breed. 

· Ascertain that the prospective owner has the knowledge, ability and facilities 
to properly care for a Puli. 

· Give the buyer an honest appraisal of coat management, physical, mental and 
nutritional needs peculiar to the breed. 

· Provide a pedigree of at least 3 generations, typed or written legibly. 
· Supply records to the buyer regarding immunization, feeding and instructions 

for future care. 
· Release only puppies which are in good health and guarantee the health of the 

puppy for a reasonable length of time. 
· Only release puppies after 8 weeks of age which is in keeping with most 

animal welfare laws. 
· Provide written contractual proof of sale and guarantees.  If registration 

papers are not yet available, a bill of sale, giving names and registration 
numbers of sire and dam and date of birth are required. 

· Avoid false and misleading advertising, including internet and websites. 
· Not sell or provide stock to pet shops or commercial kennels. 
· Not donate dogs, puppies or adults, for contests, raffles, or fund raising 

events. 
 
D.        A PERSON SHOWING A PULI WILL: 

· Show and encourage the showing of high quality stock. 
· Exhibit only the most creditable ring deportment and accept the services of 

only those professional handlers whose behavior is exemplary. 
· Help the novice exhibitor and breeder.  Use kind, constructive and honest 

criticism. 
· Display good sportsmanship and conduct themselves, whether at home, 

traveling, at shows, or in hotels, in such a manner as to reflect credit upon the 
Puli Club of America, themselves and the Puli as a breed. 

· Exhibit dogs that are clean, in good physical condition and under control. 

**PCA ROOM RESPONSIBILITY POLICY** 

PCA has adopted the following rules in order to insure that the members and their dogs will be welcome at hotels in the future. 
Any individual attending a PCA Sanctioned Event and staying in a hotel, motel, inn or campsite/fairground has the responsibility of leaving that room or campsite exactly as found. 
This includes picking up after dogs on the grounds. Anyone who damages a room or campsite/fairgrounds and does not report the damage to the hotel/ campsite/fairground man-
agement and make immediate restitution or arrangements to do so within a period of time agreed upon by the management, will be subject to any or all the following actions by the 
PCA Board of Directors. 
  
1. May be banned from showing at the next PCA sanctioned event[s].  2. May be subject to AKC sanctions.  3. Membership in PCA may be terminated and may not be allowed to be 
reinstated. 
  
DAMAGES SHALL BE DEFINED AS : 
1. Flea infestation, urine, defecation and/or any damage to hotel/ campsite/fairground property [walls, bedspreads, carpets, drapes, etc.].  2. Any verified complaint by the host 
hotel/campsite/fairground  3. Any verified complaint by a PCA member. 
  
PCA ROOM REGULATIONS : 
1. All dogs must be crated and quiet when left alone in a room. Noisy dogs shall be quieted upon request, even if this means the owner/handler must stay in the room with the dog.  
2. Individuals will be expected to immediately report any damage by dogs or themselves to the hotel/campsite/fairground management and to assume complete financial responsibil-
ity for those damages.  3. No bathing or grooming will be allowed in rooms. A grooming room will be available whenever possible.  4. Dogs are to be allowed on furniture ONLY if 
the furniture is covered with protective covering provided by the owner/handler.  5. All owner/handlers will take preventative measures to assure that their dogs are free of fleas, 
mites, intestinal parasites and other communicable diseases prior to arriving at the hotel/campsite. 

BY SIGNING THE ENTRY FORM, COMPLIANCE WITH THIS POLICY SHALL BE INSURED.  ALL INDIVIDUALS ARE  
REQUIRED TO COMPLY. 
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2016 DECEMBER PULI NEWS DEADLINE ~ 30 November 2016 

PULI NEWS CHARGES 
Breeder’s Directory:  
$50/year (unlimited litter announcements and listing on  
the PCA web site).  All Breeders’ Listings run from January 1—
December 31. 
Litter Announcements:  
$50 one time listing (two issues of Puli News and on the website for 4 months) if 
not a Breeder’s Directory Subscriber. 
Back Issues: $3/each if available (3 for $5, 5 for $10, 10 for  $20) 
Puli News Subscriptions:  
USA or Canada: $40/year (U.S. funds only). Foreign Subscriptions  $50/year.   
Advertising 
Full page $40 (includes one picture) Additional photos $7.00  
Half page $20 (includes one picture) Additional photos $7.00  
Quarter page $15 (includes one picture) Additional photos $7.00  
New Titles/certificates/accomplishments –$10 to include a photo 
PCA supported entry wins $5 per photo 
One page obituary—free of charge 

 
PULI NEWS SERVICES FREE OF CHARGE  

TO PCA MEMBERS: 
 

Announcements of newly earned AKC titles (no photograph). 

 
Announcements of recently earned group placements or Best in Show in 
Conformation at an AKC show, or a High in Trial placement at obedience, 
herding, rally, tracking or agility AKC trials by Pulik belonging to PCA members 
in the “Special Stars” column (no photograph) 

 
Winners of PCA Regional, Designated & National Specialties  
 
Top Ten Dogs in Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Herding & Versatility 
statistics issue published once a year (with photo and bio). 
 
Pulik placing or winning Invitational Shows. 
 
  
 

Ads can be sent “camera ready” or we can prepare them for you.  
All photos will be returned. 

 
Please make checks (in US funds) payable to  

“Puli News” and mail to: 
Linore Cleveland, 105 Hopi Way, Kerrville, TX 78028 

830-257-7814 pulinewseditor@gmail.com 
***Or pay online at www.puliclub.org*** 

LITTER LISTINGS 

Breeder Litter listings are accepted from Puli Club of America members in good standing. Litter listings here will also be listed on PCA's web site at www.Puliclub.org/pcabreeders.htm. 
“In order for a Litter to be listed on the Breeders page in Puli News and Puliclub.org, a breeder must be a general member of PCA in good standing. 
They must also pay whatever the current fee is for the listing.  Proof of the required CHIC health tests for hips, patellas, DM and CERF/OFA Eye Reg-
istry for sire and dam must be provided.  CERF/OFA Eye Registry testing on sire and dam must have occurred within the last 3 years”  

Zeal to produce champions or perpetuate a bloodline must never compromise a breeder's sensitivity to the quality of life that every Puli bred will experience. Breeders must consider the 
welfare of the Puli above personal gain or profit. Breeders have the responsibility to insure the welfare of all puppies they produce and remain responsible for those Pulik throughout 
their entire lifetime. Should the situation arise, breeders are required to provide assistance to dogs of their breeding in need of re-homing, including taking the dogs back and fostering 
them until they can relocate them to a new home.  

This wording has been added to insure that breeder's own the ultimate responsibility for the dogs they produce throughout their lifetime. The Puli Club of America Rescue Trust is not 
responsible for placing dogs bred by known people in the breed, and the Board felt that clear lines need to be established to advise everyone of their responsibility in the future. Should 
Rescue be advised of a Puli in need of re-homing their first obligation is to try to determine who the breeder is, and then contact that person in order that they can make the necessary 

arrangements for their dog. 

Puli Club of America 

LITTER LISTINGS 

There are no new Litter Listings for this issue of Puli News. 
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Puli Club of America 

BREEDERS LIST 

The codes listed after a breeder’s kennel name tell you what services the breeder offers (codes defined below) 

Applegate Pulik  (P,S,A,I) 
Fran Levinson 
155 Walker Road 
Landenberg, PA 19350 
610-255-5060 
pulimom@comcast.net 
 
 
Bowmaker Pulik Kennel  
(P,D,S,A,I) 
Sherry Gibson 
5362 Hillsboro Viola Road 
Manchester, TN 37355 
(931) 596-3224 
gibsons@blomand.net 
 
 
Lambak Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Sandra Schickedanz 
PO Box 2806 
Edmond, OK 78083-2806 
(405) 517-1728 

lambakpulik@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.lambakpulik.com 

Mezok Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Diane Fields 
W5285 Carla Court 
Stoddard, WI  54658 
(715) 590-3298 
MezokPulik@hotmail.com 
 
MoonGlow Pulik (P,A,I) 
Suzette Martz 
1679 Monument Rd. 
Middleton, MD 21769 
(301) 293-1415 
SuzetteMartz@gmail.com 
 
 
Moonshadow Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Barbe Pessina 
632 Peekskill Hollow Rd 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 
(845) 528-9350 
moonshadowpulik@aol.com 
http://
www.moonshadowpuik.com 
 

Noe Barkaja Kennel 
(P,D,S,A,I) 
Dr. Linda Meakin, DVM 
2713 Chestnut Lane 
New Richmond, OH 45157 
(513) 258-4782 
DrLinda@all-creatures.com 
 
Piroska Pulik (P,A,I) 
Dagmar Fertl 
30403 N. Holly Oaks Circle 
Magnolia, TX 77355-5704 
(972) 742-5206 
dfertl@gmail.com 
http://
www.piroskapulik.scriptmania.co
m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vadrozsa Puli Kennel 
(P,D,S,A,I) 
Kathy Allen 
3900 Happy Lane 
Sacramento, CA 95827 
(916) 369-7701 
vadrozsapulis@gmail.com 
www.vadrozsapulis.com 
 
Weatherby Kennels (P,S,A,I) 
Maggie Witwer 
27397 WCR 58 1/2 
Greeley, CO 80631 
(970) 352-4507 
mwitwer@frii.com 
 
Wyldmor Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100th N 
Winamac, IN 46996 
(574) 946-4267 
wyldmor@centurylink.net 
 
 

BREEDERS LIST 

 
All obligations are those created by the buyer and seller, and PCA has no obligations to either buyer or seller.  The Puli Club of America makes no 
assertions, claims or guarantees as to the breeders listed and each prospective buyer should talk to the breeder and ask the appropriate questions to 
their satisfaction. 
Key to Codes: 
P—Puppies offered for sale 
D—Adult Pulik are offered for sale 
S—Male Pulik at Stud 
A—Kennel visits by appointment 
I—Free general information 
The Puli Club of America just recently re-introduced the Breeders List.  Not all our breeders have yet listed themselves on the List.  The most current list can be found 
on the Puli Club of America web-site (http://puliclub.org) under the “Puppies/Rescue” tab. To be listed, a Breeder must have been a general member of the Puli Club 
of America for three years and be in good standing. They must sign the guidelines (see the prior page) and do pay an annual fee for listing. 

Note: If the kennel name of the breeder is underlined, it indicates they have a website.  Go to puliclub.org and then to the breeder 
listing.  The kennel name is a link to the web-site. 
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The End of Summer 


