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PULI NEWS is published six times a year by the 

Puli Club of America, Inc. (PCA) and is the official 

newsletter of the club. The views and opinions 

expressed herein do not necessarily reflect or 

represent those of the PCA, its officers, Board 

members or the PULI NEWS staff.  

 

Permission to reprint any portion of this 

publication must be obtained from the Editor. 

 

Any advertisement must be in accordance  

with PCA Guidelines and PCA takes no 

responsibility or makes no warranties  

as to the accuracy of any claim, offer or assertion 

made in any article or advertisement contained in 

Puli News.  

 

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 

submissions and make corrections,  

omit material, or do minor reorganization  

as required.  

 

The PCA and Editor reserve the right  

to reject any submissions for any reason. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Well by now the National is over and folks have returned home.  I know 

several folks had horrible weather driving up to CT.  Hope you had a fun 

filled weekend. 

There has been a lot of discussion by the Board about the possibility of ex-

tending the period that we have the National.  I know that limiting it to two 

months eliminates a lot of show sites in some parts of the country.  I just do 

not see how we can do this change without changing when new officers 

take office in the Constitution and By-Laws.  I am not oppose to making the 

change and welcome feedback from membership. 

Just have to take a moment to thank Patty Anspach for her work on this 

year’s National.  She took this project on for the club and assembled a 

great set of workers to get the job done. 

Also want to thank the new volunteers, we have had a bit of interest in 

some of our vacant committee positions. 

Have a great holiday season. 

 

Anna Quigley 

 

DECEMBER PULI NEWS DEADLINE ~ November 30 2014 

NOTE from your EDITOR: 

The December issue of Puli News will 
contain all the details regarding the just 
completed Specialty—winners (with 
pictures), annual reports, meeting re-
ports, etc.  Stay tuned! 
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Recording  Secretary 

 

Officer/Committee  Reports  

Membership   

 

It is with great pleasure that we wel-
come back the following General 
member of the Puli Club of America. 

Jennifer Junt Schutt   105 Lakeland 
Dr., Sterling, VA 20164 

It is with great pleasure that we wel-
come the following new Associate 
members of the Puli Club of Amer-
ica.  

Nathalie Avar   Dürrenmattweg 51, CH-
4123 Allschwil, Switzerland 

The Board has assigned Provisional 
Membership to the following appli-
cations upon review. In the absence 
of feedback, which may cause the 
application to be rejected, these ap-
plicants will automatically become 
Associate members after a period of 
45 days from the publication of Puli 
News. Please note that all new appli-
cants to PCA Membership who are 

citizens or permanent residents of 
the United States will receive an As-
sociate Membership for a period of 
12 months, after which time they will 
become a General Member with all 
the rights and privileges of member-
ship which includes the right to 
vote. 

The following applications for Provisional 
Membership have been received: 

John & Karen Bradshaw  4 Remington 
Lane, Houston, TX  77005  Home: 713-
529-7787  Cell: 713-824-2550  Email: 
oktobuy@aol.com Email: ordersatbrad-
shaw@aol.com  John is an author, teacher 
and artist.  John's and Karen's primary in-
terest in Pulik is as companions and pets 
and agility and they own one Puli puppy.  
John and Karen have signed the guidelines 
and have provided a statement explaining 
the reasons why they want to join the Puli 
Club of America and they feel that “it is 
important ... to nurture, protect and pre-
serve the breed.” 

 Stefan Ernstsson    Örnakull 244, 305 
77 Getinge, Sweden  Home:+46 35 54628  
Cell: +46 705 224143  Email: ste-
fanemstsson@yahoo.se.  Stefan is an IT 
security specialist and owns 6 Pulik.  His 
primary interest in Pulik is as companions 
and pets, showing, herding and breeding.  
Stefan has signed the guidelines and is spon-
sored by Fran Levinson and Ron Sullivan. 

Membership updates: 

Brian Brubaker & Alece Coulman 
Brubaker  1N149 Papworth St., Carol 
Stream, IL 60188 

Please send any membership queries or 
updates to  

Lee Parsons,  

13950 Walnut Canyon 

Helotes, TX 78023 

Email: lee.parsons@att.net  

  

Lee Parsons 

 

 

 

Motions: 

I Ann Bowley make a motion to accept 

Jenifer Schutt's application for reinstate-

ment 

Second: Julie Schuh  

Motion Passed 

 

I, Kathy Allen move that the PCA Board 

act as sponsor for and accept the applica-

tion of  John & Karen Bradshaw. 

Second: Julie Schuh  

Motion Passed   

  

I, Dagmar Fertl make the motion that the 

following change to the Puli Club of Amer-

ica Constitution be requested of the AKC 

in regards to timing of the National Spe-

cialty. The Constitution currently reads: 

Article II, Meetings, Section 1.  National 

Specialty, The National Specialty shall be 

held in the months of September or Octo-

ber. The requested change would then 

read: Article II, Meetings, Section 1.  Na-

tional Specialty, The National Specialty 

shall be held in the months of September 

through December. 

Second: Ann Bowley   

Motion Passed 

 

I, Kathy Allen, make a motion to accept the 

membership application of Stefan 

Ernstsson. 

Second: Bette Tannen 

 Motion Passed  

 

I, Ted Lawson, move that the PCA Board 

accept the request by Bette Tannen to add 

High in Trial (Herding)  to the  

Top Producers, Best in Show, High in Trial 

(Agility) report produced by The AKC and 

currently received by Barbe Pessina. 

Second: Dagmar Fertl    

Motion Passed 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Allen 

Recording Secretary, PCA 

 

  It has been a busy first few months as  
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Corresponding Secretary 

 

Health Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE HEALTH COMMITTEE: 
 
Ian Crowther [ Breed Health Co-Ordinator for The Hungarian Puli Club of Great Britain ] and I are discussing plans and ideas to in-
volve discussion among the Puli Clubs around the world. We hope this will lead to greater knowledge of health issues with the Puli. 
By sharing knowledge, maybe we can come up with answers and treatments . Already, more outside the States are testing for DM. 
This can only assist when planning a breeding. 

 In the next PN there will be a Health Questionnaire. It will be returned to OFA so all who answer will remain anonymous . They will 
collect the data and pass it on to PCA. Please, everyone, answer this. It doesn’t matter if you breed , show or just lie on the beach. 
This will help everyone with a Puli. Knowledge is power ! 

 Respectfully 

Patty Anspach 

Health Chair 

 

 

 

Autumn is here and our 2014 National Spe-
cialty is just around the corner!  I hope that 
many of you are planning on attending, and 
that I had a chance to meet all of you (as 
this will be published after the actual 
event.)   

The final ballots for the 2017 Specialty 
Judge were sent out in September and have 
been pouring back into my mailbox (I am 
certain that the mailman appreciated the 
job security.)  Thank you all so much for 
taking the time to cast your final ballot.  I 
will be bringing the final sealed ballots to 
this year’s Specialty where the votes will be 
counted by a panel of three.  

 Since the last issue of Puli News was pub-
lished I have been contacted by 22 people 
across the country looking for contact in-
formation on purchasing a Puli puppy and 
have directed all of these potential Puli 
owners to the PCA breeders listing.  Please 
remember, if you are expecting a litter, or 
have puppies or adults available and want 
me to be able to give your contact informa-
tion out when I am contacted, please let 
me know.  Sometimes these things happen 
between Puli News publication dates, or 
website updates and I cannot refer people 
to you if I don’t know what you have avail-
able. 

A HUGE thank you to PCA member Kelly 
Legault and her husband Stephen who vol-
unteered to chair our “Meet the Breeds” 
booth during the AKC/Eukanuba National 

Championship on December 13 and 14, 
2014 in Orlando, FL.  If you live in Flor-
ida, or are going to the show PLEASE 
VOLUNTEER to spend some time in the 
booth with your Puli(k) educating people 
about our wonderful breed.  You can send 
me an email or call to let me know you are 
interested and I will pass along the informa-
tion to Kelly. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Schuh, PCA Corresponding Secretary 

pulihouse@new.rr.com 

OFA Quarterly Breed Report 3Q 2014   PULI   

Puli Name Reg # Sex Age  OFA ID Test CHIC # 
IMMERZU FACE THE MUSIC YE296076 F 40 PU-1777G40F-VPI Hips  

    PU-PA174/40F/P-VPI Patella  
PRYDAIN OSCAR'S WILDE CHILD DN14321804 M 101 PU-1778E101M-VPI Hips  

    PU-EL148M101-VPI Elbow  
    PU-PA175/101/M/P-VPI Patella  
LAJOSMEGYI SINGIN' IN THE RAIN DN06708501 M 123 PU-DM131/123M-VPI DM 99089 
LAJOSMEGYI DRIVING MISS DAISY DN06708504 F 123 PU-DM1342/123F-PI DM  
SZEP-APATI MARVANY DN35014501 M 27 PU-DM134/27-PI-CAR DM  
WYDLMOR LOST IN THE MAIL DN27134908 M 54 PU-EYE2/54M-VPI Eyes 87209 
FUZZY FARM IF NOT NOW, WHEN? DN30966602 M 38 PU-EYE24/38M-VPI Eyes 95611 
FUZZY FARM ALL THINGS CONSIDERED DN30557804 M 3 PU-EYE32/3M-VPI Eyes  
KITRIANA'S PRIDE DN33210803 M 30 PU-EYE33/30M-VPI Eyes 100433 
KITRIANA'S REGGIE LASS DN25510602 F 61 PU-EYE34/61F-VPI Eyes 100432 
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NEW TITLES 

 

 

 

CH Mezok Ramanok BN RA CTCA RATN 

“PARKER” 

On September 28, 2014, “Parker” became the first Puli in the 

world to earn an AKC recognized Barn Hunt Title—RATN 

 

Sire: GCH Joshua CGC 

Dam: Szep-Apati Dalos “Dahlee” 

Owners: Julie Schuh & Ian Schuh  

Breeder: Diane Fields  

 

FIRST PULI IN THE WORLD WITH A 

BARN HUNT TITLE! 

 

The RATN title is the Novice Title of the Barn Hunt Association and 

is the first level of Barn Hunt Association titles recognized by the 

AKC.  To earn the RATN title, Parker was required to achieve three 

qualifying runs under two different judges.  For a RATN qualifying 

run, he had to navigate a designated tunnel, perform a climb of at 

least one hay bale high, and find the live rat tube hidden in the bales of 

hay in less than 2 minutes 

In Barn Hunt, the first title you can earn is the RATI (instinct) title, a 

pass/fail test not recognized by AKC as a performance title.  How-

ever, all subsequent titles are recognized.  The remaining titles are 

the RATN (Novice), RATO (Open), RATS (Senior), RATM 

(Master), RATCH (Champion), and RATCHX (CHampion Excel-

lent). 

Barn Hunt is something fun for your Puli to try.  It is one of the per-

formance sports where the dog is totally in charge, most other sports 

they compete in they are following our directives.  Barn Hunt is dif-

ferent, we must follow their directive.  To compete in Barn Hunt, 

you must be registered with the Barn Hunt Association.  You can 

register by going to their website at www.barnhunt.com 

 

 

GCH Vadrozsa Erdosi Egi Dejan RA CGCA VP 

“DEJAN” 

“Dejan” finished his Grand Championship at the 

Two Cities Kennel Club show on September 20, 2014 

under Judge Richard Lewis 

“Dejan” also earned his CGCA award at the  

Gold Country Kennel Club show on August 30, 2014 

 

Sire: CH Vadrozsa A Tazmanian Devil 

Dam: CH Erdosi Morzsi 

Owners: Kathy & Ross Allen 

Breeders: Kathy Allen & Diane Smith  

CH Piroskai Pick Your Poison OA NAJ CGC IT VP 
“GABE” 

“Gabe” earned his Open Standard (OA) title 
under Judge Lisa Dempsey on 

31 August 2014 at the 
Houston Area Papillion Club trial held in Spring TX 

 
Sire: CH Piroskai MojoMan Put A Spell on U RN MX MXJ 

MJG OF CGC IT VPA 
Dam: CH Piroskai Lollapalooza CGC IT VP 

Breeder/Owners: Irma Fertl & Dagmar Fertl 

CH Piroskai Pick Your Poison OA OAJ CGC IT VP 
“GABE” 

“Gabe” earned his Open Agility Jumpers (OAJ) title 
under Judge Rene Fitch on 3 October 2014 

at the Dallas Ft-Worth Springer Spaniel Assocation trial 
in McKinney TX 

 
Sire: CH Piroskai MojoMan Put A Spell on U RN MX MXJ 

MJG OF CGC IT VPA 
Dam: CH Piroskai Lollapalooza CGC IT VP 

Breeder/Owners: Irma Fertl & Dagmar Fertl 

 

One day before his 10 month Birthday, CH Invictus Immerzu 
Isti, “ISTI”, was awarded his CGC!  We are delighted. 

Tom & Melinda Peters 
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Supported Entries 

Has your dog finished an AKC recognized title?  
Titles now include the certificate programs 

recognized by the PCA Versatile Puli program and 
the titles given by other organizations that AKC now 

recognizes 
 

Puli News will print information about the Title earned for 
free — for $10 Puli News will also print a picture of the win .  

So send in your information to  
pulinewseditor@gmail.com 

(and include a scanned picture or use USPS to send the pic-
ture to your editor; mailed photos will be returned) 

 
If you’ve had a special win, Puli News will also print that in-
formation for free 

Reliant Park World Series of Dog Shows — Houston TX  July 18, 20 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Gabby” (CH Piroskai Quite The Talk of Pajkos) - won Best of Breed at the Supported Entry at the Houston Kennel 
Club show on July 18, 2014 and at the Supported Entry at the Galveston Kennel Club show on July 20, 2014.  She 
also went Best of Breed at the Beaumont Kennel Club show on July 19, 2014 for a sweep of the weekend event.   

The picture is of “Gabby” with Judge Anna Quigley (Houston KC show) and her owner Pam Erstling. 
 

 

Don’t forget you can brag about  

your dog’s accomplishments  

even if they aren’t with AKC titling programs 

 Puli News accepts advertisements 

Where you can “brag” about such accomplishments 

 

 

 

See page 24 of this issue for more information. 

 

 Quarter page 

 Half page 

 Full Page 

Our 2014 National Specialty was video-recorded by ShowDog VideoPros, the premier national Specialty dog show 
video company.  All Conformation classes, including Sweepstakes, were recorded.  For each Puli on the screen, the 
DVD has titles showing name, sire, dam, date of birth, owner and breeder -- whatever information is in the cata-
log. Watch from the best seat in the house as Pulik compete in the conformation ring!  

PCA can sell the first 20 DVDs at the price of $45 plus shipping.  After those 20 are sold, you can order regular DVDs 
from ShowDogVideoPros.com for $55 plus shipping, or Blu Ray DVDs for $60. 

First come, first served.  Only 20 available at this low price!  A link to order the DVDs can be found on the home 
page of the PCA website (puliclub.org) 

2014 NATIONAL SPECIALTY DVDS 

http://www.shop.showdogvideopros.com/PULI-2014-NATIONAL-SPECIALTY-VIDEOS_c397.htm
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Drug Therapy May Bridge  DM and ALS 

Dr. Joan Coates, a veterinary neurologist and professor at the University of Missouri College of Veterinary Medicine, was recently 
awarded a grant from the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, part of the National Institutes of Health, to explore 
a potential therapy for canine degenerative myelopathy. The study involves treating dogs diagnosed with degenerative myelopathy 
(DM) with a drug therapy that is also being tested in people with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), or Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

“What we hope to do is slow the disease progression, and ultimately, halt the disease progression,” Coates said. 

Coates was part of a team that also includes Dr. Gary Johnson, an associate professor in the MU CVM Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology who is involved in genomics research, and investigators at the Broad Institute and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
who established that the same genetic mutation that causes DM in dog also causes some forms of ALS in people. The mutation is wide-
spread in the dog population and DM exists in many breeds, such as Pembroke Welsh corgis, Rhodesian ridgebacks, German shepherd 
dogs, Chesapeake Bay retrievers and boxers. 

Both DM and ALS are incurable neurological diseases that cause progressive neurodegeneration in both the central and peripheral 
nervous systems. The diseases lead to weakness and muscle atrophy, and culminate in paralysis and death. In DM, the onset of clinical 
signs starts at around 9 years of age with weakness beginning in the hind limbs and affected dogs are usually paralyzed within 11 
months. Many pet owners choose euthanasia when their dogs can no longer use their hind limbs. However, if the dogs live longer with 
DM, the disease would continue to spread through the central nervous system eventually affecting the rest of the spinal cord, muscles, 
nerves and the brain. In end-stage DM, dogs can develop swallowing dysfunction and lose their bark. 

Coates’ focus now is the search for a treatment that will benefit DM and ALS patients. 

She is collaborating on a drug therapy project with Dr. Timothy Miller at Washington University in St. Louis. Miller is leading a clini-
cal trial in ALS patients. Coates said beneficial effects of the drug have been observed in rodent studies giving hope that those benefits 
will carry over to treating DM and ALS. 

“Possibly more can be learned in treating DM so that we can then go back and expedite therapeutic approaches in treating ALS,” 
Coates explained. “We hope to have pharmacologic studies completed in a year and from there we can take it to a clinical trial in DM-
affected dogs.” 

Similarities between the canine and human nervous systems, and the homogeneity in onset and clinical progression of canine DM, will 
facilitate translation of therapies into human applications. Furthermore, dogs with DM offer a ready clinical population in which thera-
pies can be evaluated in an environment closely mimicking human clinical trials. 

ALS is caused by many different genetic mutations or is sporadic. Moreover, the disease progression and the type of onset are variable. 
These heterogeneities pose challenges in management of clinical trials for the ALS community. 

“The challenge in any therapy involving the nervous system is getting the therapy where the pathology resides — you have to get the 
treatment into the spinal fluid and the nervous tissue.” 

To that end, Coates is collaborating on other translational and comparative medicine projects. With her fellow researchers within the 
College’s Comparative Neurology Program, she is working to establish biomarkers — the biochemical signatures of diseases — in 
spinal fluid and blood in an effort to further characterize DM. She is also partnering with Dr. Teresa Lever, an assistant professor in 
the MU School of Health Professions, to study swallowing dysfunction in dogs. 

As the links between ALS and DM becomes clearer, Coates hopes that she, together with fellow veterinary neurologists, will foster 
collaborations with other ALS researchers to expand on different treatment approaches for DM and ALS and eventually a cure. 
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PULI CLUB OF AMERICA 

Awards Qualification Requirements and Medallion Application 
 

To receive awards offered by the Puli Club of America, Inc, recipients must be PCA members in good stand-
ing.  Top 10 plaques and certificates are for the previous calendar year preceding the specialty and are auto-
matically sent out to recipients if not picked up during the Specialty weekend.  Title medallions are awarded 
for AKC title earned on the basis of one free medallion per dog, per discipline, per year.  Additional earned 
titles can be purchased at the PCA’s cost. If a member does not receive his/her medallion(s) at the annual 
awards dinner, he/she must apply for the medallion(s) using the form below. 

 

 

Owner Name_____________________________________________________ 

 

Street            ____________________________  City_____________________ 

 

Zip       _________ E Mail Address ___________________________________ 

 

Phone #       ________________________ 

 

Dog’s registered name:  ____________________________________________ 

 

Title(s) earned:____________________________________________________ 

Approximate Date__________________ 

 

 

Send completed form to: 

 

Bette Tannen 

6805 Woodmark Ct. 

Dallas, TX 75230 

 

OR: 

 

Send an E mail with all the above information to me at:   rbtannen@swbell.net 
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An Exciting Tale of Novice Puli Ownership 

By Lynn Fuller 

 

Looking back, it seems inevitable that I would attend the 2013 PCA National Specialty in Dixon with my first Puli. But 
when I first heard of that event, it was anything but. It was 2011, and I had decided (for reasons I no longer remember, but 
still agree with) that I needed a Puli. Throughout my adult life, I had lived with 2 to 4 dogs at any given time and, with only 
two exceptions, they had all been purebreds obtained either from the City animal shelter (the Airedale Terrier) or from 
breed rescue organizations (the Cairn Terrier, the Italian Greyhound and the Jack Russell Terrier). So I started looking on 
the Internet for connections to a Puli who might need rescuing.  

 

One of the lists I contacted was a Yahoo! group that had something to do with Pulik in California and I posted my request 
there. I got a friendly and rapid response from one Dave Johnson and soon learned that the purpose of that list was to or-
ganize the 2013 PCA National Specialty in Dixon. I had been to a national specialty some years before when we were in-
vited to have our rescue IG be in a “parade of rescue” in Burlingame, CA. So I liked the sound of a Puli national specialty in 
Northern California and filed this fact away for future reference.  

 

My rescue did not materialize over the better part of a year. Instead, I bought a beautiful white Puli puppy from breeder 
Claudia Richter, who was raising a litter of six in a lush green garden in Bavaria. My son was studying in Munich that sum-
mer and brought tiny Casper home on the plane in August 2012. 

 

Fast forward to August 2013. Casper and I were definitely going to the PCA National Specialty in Dixon. He was not going 
as an unentered Puli. I wanted to enter him—not only in conformation but also in something else, like agility or obedi-
ence, to make the most of PCA's holding this important event in my region. To prepare for his conformation events, I 
played hookey from work several Wednesday mid-days to drive one hour to San Leandro on the other side of San Francisco 
Bay for 1/2 hour lessons with Victoria Ronchette, author of a well-regarded book on positive training for the show ring 
(and one hour back). Casper entered two local dog shows and earned his first two points, although I barely understood 
how or why at the time. I felt Casper and I were as ready, training-wise, as I could manage to have him for the PCA Na-
tional given my total lack of experience showing dogs and how far away the training classes were. 

 

Meanwhile, Casper and I had been taking agility classes since June but, as the summer progressed, it was clear the step-by-
step curriculum taught in this particular agility program would have him nowhere near ready to compete even at the novice 
level by October. So the instructor suggested that I have him compete in rally, a sport I had never heard of. As luck would 
have it, the SPCA was starting a rally class in September and I signed Casper up. He was a natural at it, so I entered him in 
the Novice A rally event at the PCA National together with his breed entry. 

 

I began to realize that it was critically important to try to keep Casper really, really clean. I had already learned that that 
soft, cloud-like fur recently formed into cords was like both the loop side of velcro—attracting and holding anything fuzzy 
or prickly—and like an electrostatic cleaning cloth—mopping dirt from the environment and holding onto it.  So Casper’s 
whiteness was hard for me to maintain under the best of circumstances. But August and September brought a host of new 
challenges.  

 

The next-door neighbors undertook a massive re-modeling and landscaping project that started with ripping out all the 
trees in the back yard, then bringing in massive earth-moving machines to grade the slope, dig trenches and push dirt into 
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huge piles. Of course, the relentless digging kept the soil next door light and fluffy so that the slightest breeze sent dirt 
over into our yard.  

 

Once or twice a year I hire a gardener friend to come over and prune the trees and clean up a bit. In September, for the 
first time ever, he decided to remove all the leaf litter from the ground and all the vines used as ground cover, leaving large 
areas of bare dirt. Trying to maintain a can-do attitude, I pulled out an old roll of painter’s canvas and placed large pieces of 
it over all the new bare-dirt zones in the yard.  

 

As the days passed, my goal of keeping Casper clean started to feel like a form of situational OCD. I sewed little leggings to 
protect his leg cords from contact with the environment, kept him in a T-shirt, tied his cords into clumps to minimize sur-
face area and stopped him from rolling onto his back to “mop the rug.”  

 

Other events threw into doubt whether we could attend the PCA National at all. My daughter Liz, who has special needs, 
caught a cold that developed into pneumonia and was hospitalized in late September. In early October, my mother was 
knocked down by a pickup truck in the parking lot of her local grocery store. Her elbow was shattered, requiring emer-
gency surgery. For a few days, I had two hospitalized family members a 45-minute drive from each other. My mom 
bounced back and we decided to try to stick with the plan to go to Dixon. We had planned for so long and come so far … 
so we made elaborate arrangements for Liz to receive non-stop hospital support during the couple of days I would be away. 

  

So on October 24 my mother and I packed everything Casper-related and a few things for ourselves and headed north to 
Vacaville. We checked into the very pleasant Courtyard hotel which was bedecked with PCA National signs featuring a 
cheerful Puli and two bunches of grapes. A beautiful litter of Puli puppies frolicked in an ex pen on the lawn. We began to 
meet other Puli owners and Pulik. After unpacking the car, we headed to the grooming workshop in a small conference 
room. Casper soon found himself to be “Exhibit A.”   

 

Casper had a wonderful time as the center of attention at the workshop, up on the grooming table, surrounded by Puli lov-
ers. I, on the other hand, felt more and more uneasy as I learned how much work lay ahead and how much easier it would 
all be if Casper’s coat were black. One of the PCA officers pointed to most of Casper’s coat and said “this all needs to be 
whiter.” I felt like I was staring into an abyss of endless grooming and ever-more-extreme measures to keep my white Puli 
in some kind of dirt-free bubble.  

 

The plan for the next morning was for Casper to compete in Rally, for which we were to check in “30 minutes prior to the 
start [time]” which was not specified, but was “to follow obedience,” which was at 8:00 am. I could see that obedience had 
a very small number of entries, so I figured we would need to get there at around 8:00 am. Vacaville is some distance from 
Dixon, my mother and I are not morning people and Casper had (inconveniently, for the first time in his life) developed 
diarrhea, presumably from the stress of spending the night away from home—which he had never done before.  

 

The Dixon fairgrounds, while pleasant, lacked signage and we had a lot of trouble finding the rally and obedience rings. 
We finally found them on a lawn behind a 12-foot hedge. The grass was wet with early morning dew. White Puli owners 
know the emotions this fact stirred in me. So we checked in and then we waited … and waited … and waited. I kept ask-
ing when Rally would start and was assured that with so few entries in Obedience, it wouldn’t be long. But it took what 
seemed like forever—well over an hour, during which I tried in vain to keep Casper from become sopping wet from head 
to toe. By the time the judge finally turned to Rally at around 9:30 am, it was clear that there was no way Casper’s turn 
would come up in time for him to make it to the Sweepstakes judging at 10:15. So the judge told us we could come back in 
the afternoon and we left.  
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Would I do it again? I would (and, in fact, am doing it), but with a large dose of humor knowing that learning to show dogs 
is challenging at any age, but having a half-century of wear and tear before you start makes it harder, and that getting a 
white Puli ready for the show ring is absurdly, ridiculously difficult. In fact, if I’d set out to choose a practical canine com-
panion for the show ring, a white Puli is literally the last thing I’d have chosen.  

 

It’s been a year since the PCA National in Dixon and I’ve got some perspective. I’m not going to try to keep Casper in a 
dirt-free bubble. He will live a normal life. When he visits the show ring with his novice amateur owner handler, it will be 
for the fun of being in shows, seeing other Pulik and dogs and their owners and, maybe, of giving the judges the rare op-
portunity to meet a white Puli.    

 

By the time I had changed into my black clothes (the better to set off my white Puli), mopped Casper somewhat dry with 
towels and gone to the indoor ring where the Pulik were judged, I was completely frazzled. It was around this time that I 
took a good look around and realized that Casper was the only white Puli entered in the PCA National. The next hour or 
two was a blur. The highlight was when the kind Sweepstakes judge called Casper “well-muscled.” Casper won some rib-
bons and a soap dish, which I used as a water dish because I’d forgotten Casper’s water dish over by the Rally ring. I was 
nervous, a fact that the conformation judge pointed out to me repeatedly, thus making me more anxious. Casper had a 
great time and did his best to execute all the shapes in the ring, but could not resist trying to sneak a sniff at his competi-
tors—which made me even more anxious.  
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AKC Canine Health Foundation Announces Susan M. Lilly as New CEO 

Susan M. Lilly, Certified Fund Raising Professional (CFRE), has been appointed CEO of the AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF). 
Founded in 1995, CHF is the leading organization devoted solely to canine health research, having funded more than $40 million in 
worthy scientific research and education to help dogs and their owners lead longer, healthier lives. 

Ms. Lilly will oversee CHF operations at its headquarters in Raleigh, NC, supervising day-to-day activities, grant administration, finan-
cial management, and development. She succeeds Terry T. Warren, PhD, JD, who retired in June after six years in the position. 

A native of Michigan, Ms. Lilly boasts a strong fundraising background. After holding development positions at Central Michigan Uni-
versity, she served as Director of Development at Michigan State University and, most recently, was Executive Director of the North 
Carolina State University Veterinary Health Foundation. 

In announcing Ms. Lilly’s appointment, Dr. A. Duane Butherus, AKC Canine Health Foundation Board Chairman said, "She has 
proven herself to be an extremely productive fundraiser, able to connect the scientific community with pet-loving donors and to create 
an outstanding environment of philanthropy. CHF welcomes her expertise and enthusiastic approach as we strive to continue to en-
hance our outstanding programs." 

As Ms. Lilly noted, “CHF has already instituted a valuable, international program of support for canine health. I look forward to building 

on this history and growing initiatives to further our exceptional mission. When we help our pets, we also enrich our own lives.” 

Subject: AKC Canine Health Foundation Research Update  

 Grant 1849 
Funded in part by the Puli Club of America 

 

 In February 2013, PCA’s Board voted to donate monies to AKC-CHF’s Research Grant 1849  

The definition for the Research Grant is: 

01849: Filling the Gaps in the Canine Genome 

Grant Status: Open 

Grant Amount: $108,000 

Dr. Shaying Zhao, PhD, University of Georgia Research Foundation, Inc 

January 1, 2013 - December 31, 2014 
Sponsor(s): Affenpinscher Club of America, American Boxer Charitable Foundation, American Shetland Sheepdog Association, Ca-
naan Dog Club of America, Collie Health Foundation, Kuvasz Club of America, Papillon Club of America, Portuguese Water Dog 
Foundation, Puli Club of America, Inc., University of Georgia Research Foundation, Inc, Welsh Terrier Club of America, Inc. 
Breed(s): Boxer 

Disease(s): Genome Mapping 

Research Program Area: Cardiology 
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Abstract 

The sequencing of the genome of man's best friend in 2005 has provided an invaluable resource to the canine research community, and 
has reinforced the position of the dog as an important model organism to study human physiology and disease. Unlike the human and 
the rodent models (the mouse and the rat), very few dog genes had been sequenced prior to its whole genome sequencing. Conse-
quently, the dog genome has been annotated for its gene content primarily based on mapping the gene-related sequences from the 
human, the mouse, the rat, and other non-dog species to the dog genome. While providing the research community with an unprece-
dentedly large set of dog genes, the definition of DNA sequences as coding sequences (i.e. gene annotation) has substantial errors and 
is missing in dog-specific information in many aspects. This significantly hinders research in many fields such as disease gene discovery 
and cancer-causative gene mutation identification, where functional information about a gene is required to make progress. Dr. Zhao 
will use state of the art next-generation sequencing strategies to identify genes/transcripts expressed in major dog tissues and cell 
types. The valuable data, along with more refined sequence alignment between the dog and other species, will be used to build the 
most accurate and complete annotation of the dog genome for its gene annotation. The project will significantly facilitate research in 
areas of canine health most significant to the AKC Canine Health Foundation constituency and lead to important RNA-based 
(transcriptomic) and protein-based (proteomic) research in the future. 

 See more at: http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/1849.html#sthash.44AqEOJn.dpuf 

The update providing the current status of the grant is: 

Grant 01849: Filling the Gaps in the Canine Genome 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Shaying Zhao, PhD 

Research Institution: University of Georgia Research Foundation, Inc 

Grant Amount: $108,000.00 

Start Date: 1/1/2013 End Date: 12/31/2014 

Progress Report: Mid-Year 2 

Report Due: 6/30/2014 Report Received: 6/30/2014 

Recommended for Approval: Approved 

(Content of this report is not confidential. A grant sponsor’s CHF Health Liaison may request the confidential scientific report submitted by the investi-
gator by contacting the CHF office. 

The below Report to Grant Sponsors from Investigator can be used in communications with your club members.) 

Grant Objectives: 

1. To perform RNA-seq (transcriptome sequencing) and a small amount of ChIP-seq (chromatin immunoprecipitation sequencing) 
analyses with major tissues and cell types from Boxer and Labrador retriever, two popular breeds in US and whose genome has been 
published (Boxer1) or will be published soon (more later). 

2. To analyze the data produced by Specific Aim 1 and other data that are publically available to identify alternative splicing, small 
ncRNAs, and lincRNAs, and to correct sequence/annotation errors described above. Submit all raw data and analyses to public data-
bases. 

Publications: 

Manuscripts in preparation. 

Report to Grant Sponsor from Investigator: 

We have finished 85% of the proposed studies. We are integrating our data with others generated by the Broad Institute and other 
scientists to more accurately identify all forms of dog protein-coding genes. We aim to publish the results in several months. We are 
performing sequencing analysis to identify canine non-protein coding genes and regulatory regions and will finish the analysis in next 
few months. 
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AKC-CHF   OLD DOGS ARE THE BEST DOGS   Series 

 

In the August Issue of Puli News,  we printed one of the initial articles in the AKC-CHF   OLD DOGS ARE THE BEST DOGS series. 
Several additional articles in the series are now available.  AKC-CHF is also producing podcasts and webinars as part of this series.   
 
Reprinted below (with AKC-CHF permission) are some of these additional articles.  More information can be found at the AKC-CHF 
website (www.akcchf.org). 

Optimal Nutrition for Senior Dogs Starts with Avoiding Obesity 

09/09/2014 

A dog’s whitening muzzle, graying coat and changing body condition combined with a noticeable decrease in his ability 

to see and hear are prominent signs of aging. Less obvious are the physiological changes that go along with growing 

older. 

These physiological changes create a slowdown in a dog’s energy needs. The good news is that by using a common-

sense approach to an aging dog’s changing nutritional needs, you can help offset many of the negative effects of old 

age. Although healthy aging starts with providing proper nutrition throughout a dog’s life, it is never too late to begin 

feeding a diet to match a dog’s individual nutritional needs. 

“As a dog reaches his senior years, around age 7, a thorough nutritional assessment should be completed as part of a 

geriatric screening examination,” advises Purina Research Scientist Dottie Laflamme, D.V.M., Ph.D., DACVN. “The nutri-

tional profile of a dog’s dietary intake, including any treats and table foods fed, should be compared against the dog’s 

individual needs. Feeding to maintain ideal body condition despite the decrease in energy requirements that occurs 

with age has multiple health benefits.” 

From a dietary perspective, preventing obesity is the most important thing an owner can do to promote a dog’s health 

and well-being. Not only is obesity a risk factor for osteoarthritis and other health conditions, it also contributes to 

shortened life span. In a 14-year Purina study, dogs fed to maintain lean body condition throughout their lives had a 

median life span of 1.8 years longer than their heavier, paired littermates. Additionally, the age at which the lean-fed 

dogs were treated for certain health conditions was delayed compared to their littermates. 

“Besides osteoarthritis, overweight dogs may be at greater risk for diseases such as diabetes mellitus, respiratory and 

cardiovascular disorders, and cancer,” Dr. Laflamme says. “Obesity is an inflammatory condition that causes an in-

crease in oxidative stress.” 

Senior dogs should be fed complete and balanced nutrition that contains an optimal blend of vitamins, minerals and 

other nutrients to help support their joints and other tissues. Dog foods with long-chain omega-3 polyunsaturated fatty 

acids, specifically EPA (eicosapentaenoic acid) and DHA (docosahexaenoic acid) from fish oil, help to reduce inflamma-

tion such as that caused by obesity. 

A dog’s maintenance energy requirements (MER) decrease with age due to decreases in lean body mass and activity 

level. Neutering not only can reduce MER, it also can stimulate appetite. If energy intake, or food consumption, does 

not likewise decrease, a dog could become overweight or obese. Feeding table foods, treats and high-fat diets also can 

contribute to obesity. 

Obese and overweight dogs should be fed weight-loss diets or low-calorie foods with an increased proportion of essen-

tial nutrients to calories. Feeding high-calorie foods may require an inappropriate reduction in the volume of food that 

could cause dogs to feel hungry and an inappropriate reduction of essential nutrients. 
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Dietary protein is important in weight-loss diets because it promotes lean body mass and muscle strength. Dietary fiber 

has a low digestibility and when combined with high protein provides enhanced satiety so a dog feels fuller. Older dogs 

need high protein to offset the detrimental effect of aging on protein turnover, the process in which the body catabo-

lizes spent protein and makes new proteins needed by the body. Inadequate protein intake increases the rate of loss of 

lean body mass. 

“Studies show that there is at least a 50 percent increase in the dietary protein requirement in elderly dogs,” says Jo-

seph J. Wakshlag, D.V.M., Ph.D., DACVN, DACVSMR, associate professor at Cornell University College of Veterinary 

Medicine. “It is very important to feed higher protein diets to maintain lean body mass in muscle-wasted elderly dogs.” 

A Purina study evaluated the effect of dietary protein in 8-year-old Pointers fed either a 16.5 percent or 45 percent 

protein diet over two years. The low-protein group lost about 6.2 percent of their lean body mass and showed an in-

creased in fat mass. The Pointers on the 45 percent protein diet had a smaller change in lean body mass and only a 3.5 

percent increase in fat mass. 

“The goal for weight loss is to promote fat loss while minimizing the loss of lean body mass. This can be influenced by 

diet composition, especially protein,” Dr. Laflamme says. “Feeding a low-calorie diet with increased protein signifi-

cantly increases fat loss and reduces the loss of lean body mass during weight loss. Besides preserving lean body mass, 

protein has a significant thermogenic effect so metabolic energy expenditure is increased in dogs fed high-protein di-

ets. This results in a small but significant increase in total energy expenditure.”  

Weight loss occurs when there is a negative energy balance. Feeding a low-calorie food with increased protein and nu-

trient-to-calorie ratio is best because it helps to minimize the loss of lean body mass. Feeding a senior dog an appropri-

ate diet, managing meal portions and promoting increased activity all contribute to a negative energy balance and ef-

fective weight loss. 

The amount of calories needed to induce weight loss varies among individual dogs due to differences in their MER and 

level of activity. In addition, MER decreases in response to caloric restriction and weight loss, thus it is important to 

regularly make adjustments in calorie allowance to maintain ongoing weight loss. 

Monitoring a senior dog’s weight and body condition helps to identify obesity sooner, so it can be managed more ef-

fectively. It is particularly important to assess body fat and muscle condition in an overweight or obese dog. A dog 

should have an hourglass shape when viewed from above, which equates to a score of 4 or 5 on a nine-point body con-

dition score system. 

Senior dogs that are overweight can have turnaround results when fed a proper diet that matches their nutritional 

needs. It’s so important to remember that those needs vary based on breed, lifestyle, health and individual metabo-

lism. Healthy aging for your senior dog begins with proper nutrition. 

Key Nutrient Considerations 

 Senior dogs should be fed foods that contain: 

 Complete and balanced nutrition 

 A minimum of 25 percent protein from a good quality protein source 

 Long-chain omega-3 polyunsatured fatty acids with EPA and DHA from fish oil to reduce the inflammatory ef-

fects of obesity and being overweight 

 Overweight and inactive dogs should be fed lower calorie foods with an increased nutrient-to-calorie ratio 

Nutritional Myths about Disease Prevention 

The notion that reducing the intake of certain nutrients or ingredients can help prevent health conditions often is un-

founded, says Purina Research Scientist Dottie P. Laflamme, D.V.M., Ph.D., DACVN. 

 

“Owners sometimes believe that reducing protein will prevent kidney disease or feeding dogs fewer carbohydrates will 

prevent diabetes,” Dr. Laflamme says. “Some people believe reducing grains will prevent allergies.  None of these are 
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true. The one way that a diet can help promote a healthier life span is to simply feed it appropriately to avoid excess 

body weight.” 

 See more at: http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/your-dogs-health/senior-dog-health/optimal-nutrition-for-

senior.html#sthash.c6g8d0CT.dpuf 

 

Proper Conditioning Helps Active Older Dogs Stay Healthy & Well 

09/16/2014 

Senior dogs whose owners closely monitor their weight and keep them active and properly conditioned are shining ex-

amples of how growing older can be a healthy progression of life. Active senior dogs also glow with emotional health and 

well-being. 

Fortunately, there are ample opportunities today for older dogs to participate in sports they enjoyed when they were 

younger – albeit at a modified level for seniors. Among the senior dog offerings from the American Kennel Club are Pre-

ferred Agility competitions with lower jump heights, Veteran Sweepstakes at conformation events, and a lure coursing 

ability test in which seniors run two-thirds of the normal course distance. Some dogs do well in hunting tests and field 

trials well into their senior years. The same approaches taken with nutrition and conditioning of senior athletes can be 

applied to normal daily life if you plan to increase the length or intensity of walks, runs or play sessions with your older 

dog. 

The secret to success involves tailoring a conditioning program to the needs of an individual dog. Even before training 

begins, it is important to take your dog for a thorough veterinary checkup. For dogs who participate in seasonal activities, 

preseason training should begin several weeks sooner than normal to allow a senior dog time to rebuild muscle strength 

and stamina. 

“Some dogs love their activities so much, they could be a detriment to themselves,” cautions Joseph J. Wakshlag, 

D.V.M., Ph.D., DACVN, DACVSMR, associate professor at Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine. “Dogs that 

have some orthopedic problems or are suffering from osteoarthritis may not be ideal for participating in intense competi-

tive events like field trials.” 

A thorough veterinary examination should be the first step in determining whether an older dog is healthy to participate in 

sports or start a new or increased exercise routine. The examination is likely to include a complete blood count and thor-

ough physical examination. Radiography and diagnostic ultrasounds may be warranted if there are signs of potential 

problems.    

“Finding things like renal disease or anemia will impact what a dog is capable of doing,” says Dr. Wakshlag. “Early heart 

disease will definitely affect the exercise patterns you do with your dog. Lumps and bumps should be checked out to 

make sure they do not hinder movement. Something as simple as a lipoma, which is a growth of fat cells under the skin, 

in the wrong spot can seriously affect gait if it is near a joint.” 

“It helps if owners keep a log of their dog’s veterinary visits and record any abnormal findings at home and bring this in-

formation to the preseason checkup,” says Janet Van Dyke, D.V.M., DACVSMR, CCRT, founder of the Canine Rehabili-

tation Institute in Wellington, Fla. “It also helps to consult a veterinarian who is well-versed in musculoskeletal anatomy 

and gait analysis and has a good working knowledge of canine sports to give advice about the suitability of these activi-

ties to individual dogs.” 

Although keeping dogs fit for life should be the goal, many senior dogs are less active, which contributes to their being 

overweight. “Extra weight puts undue stress on joints and may make it difficult for a dog to prepare for competition,” Dr. 

Wakshlag says. “Keeping a dog in ideal body condition is the best thing for aging companions because it helps a dog 

perform at his best while staying injury free.” 

“Just as in humans, we know in dogs that obesity, even marginal excess weight, contributes to morbidity in many ways, 

including increased circulating inflammatory mediators, compounds that can contribute to patients experiencing addi-

tional inflammation and therefore pain,” Dr. Van Dyke says. “Just like in people, it is harder for senior dogs to maintain a 

lean weight. They experience sarcopenia, the loss of lean muscle mass, and can easily gain weight secondary to having 

a lower metabolism.” 

Dr. Wakshlag agrees. “In young dogs, you feed and condition them to try and build mass. In older dogs, you try to dimin-

ish the loss. Older dogs need more protein in their diet to maintain the same muscle protein synthesis that occurs in 

younger dogs. You may need to decrease the fat content due to less activity and to help maintain a good athletic body 

condition.” 
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Using a body condition score system and recording a dog’s weight can aid in determining the correct proportion of fat 

and lean muscle mass. A dog should have an hourglass shape when viewed from above, which equates to a score of 4 

or 5 on a nine-point body condition score system. 

When your dog is ready for training and conditioning, you should start slowly, gradually increasing the intensity and 

length of exercise. “The muscle capacity for work is typically decreasing in older dogs due to mild sarcopenia,” explains 

Dr. Wakshlag. “They don’t quite have the energy powerhouses in the muscle cells that they did when they were 

younger.” 

Conditioning is the process of getting a dog’s joints and muscles in shape for a sport or activity. A balance of cardio and 

strength conditioning is best, as well as addressing areas of weakness. The result of proper conditioning is that a dog is 

less likely to get hurt when he needs to exert greater physical effort during competition. 

Keeping senior dogs active is best for promoting their health and longevity. Proper conditioning and training can help 

prevent injuries so that you can share your favorite sports and activities together for many years to come. 

 

 

Tips on Training Senior Dogs 

 
 Schedule a checkup with your veterinarian before beginning a conditioning program to ensure your dog is physi-

cally fit. 

 Begin a good nutrition program six to eight weeks before training starts. Keep in mind senior dogs require more 

protein for muscle synthesis, and some may need less fat to maintain ideal body condition. 

 Keep excess weight off your senior athlete, as it contributes to fatigue and predisposes a dog to muscle and liga-

ment injuries. 

 Use common sense when training. Avoid pushing too hard in extremely hot or cold weather. Train on a surface 

such as grass or ground to minimize stress to the musculoskeletal system. 

 Properly warm up and cool down your dog during a workout. Be mindful that senior dogs take longer to warm up, 

especially if they have osteoarthritis or muscular strains. Spend five to 10 minutes walking and then jogging to warm up 

the soft tissues (muscles, tendons and ligaments) to help reduce straining. After training, spend five to 10 minutes jog-

ging and then walking to keep blood pumping through the muscles and heart to help flush out toxins built up during exer-

cise. 

 During the off-season continue to monitor your dog’s musculoskeletal system at least monthly by having him flex 

and extend his toes, wrist and elbow. You also should check his gait looking for signs of limping or soreness. 

- See more at: http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/your-dogs-health/senior-dog-health/proper-conditioning-helps-senior-

dogs.html#sthash.oGaexOqo.dpuf 
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Reprinted from the AKC Gazette, September 2014, page 35 (PULIK Breed Column) 

 

BOOK OF TITLEHOLDERS 

The Book of Titleholders (BOT) is the Puli Club of America’s official record of all Pulik earning AKC titles.  Versatile Puli 
(VP) awards (see the Pulik breed column on VP in the March 2014 issue) and international titles are also included when 
appropriate documentation is provided to the BOT committee. 

The tracking by PCA of AKC champions was initiated in 1969 with publication of the Handbook of the First Two Hundred Puli 
Champions Recorded in the U.S.A. Annual BOTs of champions and obedience titleholders were published 1969-1999, with 
gaps in 1982 and 1983; all were hard copies except for 1998 and 1999, which are also available on CD.  There was a gap in 
effort on the BOT during 2000-2003. 

The BOT has now been made available exclusively online since 2004. It can be accessed by visiting puliclub.org—click on 
the link for “Online BOT.” The PCA purchased a report from the AKC showing all titles received by Pulik for the 10 years 
preceding the launch of the online BOT, and a computer program was written to use data from that report and to generate 
the initial BOT database. 

A Puli does not appear in the BOT until he or she officially receives the AKC title and the information is relayed by the 
AKC.  Throughout the year, the AKC electronically sends files of titles (puliclub.org/PCATitles.htm) earned by AKC-
registered Pulik, listed by the months in which they were earned.  The titles are uploaded to the BOT about two months 
after receipt of the information from the AKC (the AKC awards are usually two months behind the current date so that the 
January edition usually lists November’s awards). 

The BOT is only as accurate as Puli folks choose to make it, so owners and breeders are encouraged to check the online 
BOT and are requested to report any changes or updates.  A photo of the titling Puli can be included in the BOT. Under-
standably, only the BOT committee makes the edits in the database.  If a dog’s pedigree is incomplete, the BOT committee 
requests that the owner send a certified pedigree so that the blanks can be filled in. 

Because the BOT is the official historical record of the PCA, only AKC and BOT-researched pedigrees are accepted as proof 
of ancestry. In some cases, the BOT committee can fill in pedigree holes by matching the registration numbers of litter-
mates for whom they do have parentage confirmed. 

The online BOT provides a tremendous cost saving to the PCA and its membership and is available for view only by paid 
membership to the PCA.  The BOT provides the community of Puli breeders and owners with an invaluable resource. 

There are currently 1,860 Pulik entered in the BOT.  Pedigrees for those individuals range at least three or four genera-
tions.  The first Puli to earn an AKC champion title was in 1948.  The BOT can be used as a reference source by breeders 
and others seeking information to plan future breedings by using Trial Pedigree, a feature of the BOT program. 

The PCA uses the free PedigreePoint Pro application (pedigreepoint.com).  The pedigrees are maintained by BreedMate’s 
Ped/X, which then generates the data files for Pedigree Cental. 

The BOT is a labor of love by PCA members dedicated to the recordkeeping of our breed, particularly for ensuring that all 
titles and call names for registered names are included: international titles are captured accurately; that Hungarian names 
(and those of other nationalities) are spelled correctly; and that complete pedigrees are available. 

Thanks are due to the follow individuals for their roles (past and present) in the BOT, including Irma Fertl, Jim Moen, Alex 
Davis, Patti Giancaterino, Sherry Gibson, Dee Rummel, and June L. Kirkpatrick. 

—Dagmar Fertl, dfertl@gmail.com 
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PULI RESCUE 

Puli Rescue  has received several non-designated gifts to Puli Rescue recently. 

Puli Rescue thanks all of you for your  generous donations.  Please remember that Puli Res-
cue is a 501( c ) 3 organization so all donations are tax deductible. 

If you work for an employer who does matching gifts, think about having your gift to Puli 
Rescue matched by your employer. 

Please consider using Amazon’s smile.amazon.com website and selecting  “The PCA Res-
cue Trust fund” as the recipient of the AmazonSmile donation from your purchases. 

 

MEMORIAL WALL 

We thank those who have added their departed Pulis to the Memorial Wall   

There have been no new Pulik added to the Memorial Wall since the last issue of Puli News 

IF  YOU HAVEN’T CHECKED OUT THE MEMORIAL WALL, DO SO 
It is a lovely tribute to your departed Puli 

 

The form to add your departed Puli(s) to the Wall is on the following  page.   

You can also go to www.pulirescue.org to add your Puli to the Memorial Wall. 

Pulis do continue to come into Rescue and require our funds to ensure they are ready to go 
to their new homes (updating of shots, medications, neutering, boarding until a new home is 
found, transportation, additional training — these are some of the basic expenses in re-
homing a Puli).   

 

Puli Rescue has recently had several more Pulis in Rescue in 2014 — so funds continue to 
be needed.  If you are interested in being on the list for a possible Rescue,  go to the website 
for rescue (pulirescue.org).  There are instruction for how to get on the list.   

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE RESCUE PROCESS, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE RESCUE COMMITTEE! 

 

PCA’s Rescue Trust continues to be very grateful  

for all the funds that support Rescue.  
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The PULI MEMORIAL WALL 

Supporting PULI RESCUE 

 
CHECK OUT the PULI MEMORIAL WALL, now active on the web.  There are currently 24 dogs memorialized on the WALL! If 
you haven’t looked, do so — you’ll see what great memories the Wall captures of much loved Pulis. 

You can reach the Wall from either the main page for the Puli Club of America or the main page for Puli Rescue (http://
www.puliclub.org or http://www.pulirescue.org).  There is a detail page for each Puli featured on the Memorial Wall.  To see the 
detail, just click on the Puli’s picture on the Wall.  We offer three levels of memorial.  All levels get a small photo on the main page of 
the Wall, with name and dates for the dog, the level will determine how much additional information about the dog is displayed on its 
individual page.  We will crop the photo submitted to create the small photo on the main page, a larger version (see the levels) will be 
displayed on the individual page for the dog. 

 LEVEL 1—$10 donation to Puli Rescue 
 Medium-sized photo (250 pixels high) 
 Dog and owner names and dates for the dog 
 Up to 25 words of text 
 
 LEVEL 2—$25 donation to Puli Rescue 
 Larger photo  (300 pixels high) 
 Dog and owner names and dates for the dog 
 Up to 100 words of text 
 
 LEVEL 3—$50 donation to Puli Rescue 
 Largest photo (350 pixels high) 
 Up to 500 words of text 
 Up to 3 additional photos 
 

All the information will be able to be provided using the web-site, with the donation handled by PayPal (either with a PayPal account 
or by credit card).   You can go to www.pulirescue.org to make your donation or  you can send a copy of the following form, a check, 
and your photo(s) to the Memorial Wall Coordinator (currently the Rescue Treasurer).  If requested, photos will be returned. 

   

MEMORIAL WALL SUBMISSION 

Name of Owner: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

     Address: (street, city, state, zip) ____________________________________________________________________ 

     Phone number _________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Call name of Dog being Memorialized ________________________________________________________________ 

     Registered name of Dog (if registered) _______________________________________________________________ 

     Dates (birth/death) _____________________________________________________________________________  

     Text to be included on  the Wall (include on an accompanying page) 

 

 LEVEL SELECTED: (please circle your selection)    Level 1 ($10)                    Level 2 ($25)                          Level 3 ($50) 

 

Send to:  Puli Memorial Wall, c/o Linore Cleveland, 105 Hopi Way, Kerrville TX 78028, include check and photo(s) 

All contributions to Puli Rescue are tax deductible.  

Thank you for supporting Puli Rescue with your donation to the Wall. 
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AGILITY & AGILITY STATISTICIAN                                        
Cathy Pronzini                                                                                        

2555 Holly Oak Dr.                                                                             
Danville, CA 94506                                                                                      

925-820-9072                                                                 
corddogs@yahoo.com 

 
 

 AKC COLUMNIST 
Dagmar Fertl 

8112 Springmoss Drive 
Plano, TX 75025 

Home: 972-742-5206 
dfertl@gmail.com 

  
BOOK OF TITLEHOLDERS 

Irma Fertl 
30403 N. Holly Oaks Circle 
Magnolia, TX 77355-5704 

281-356.3106  
piroska1313@att.net  

 

HEALTH EDUCATION 
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
574-946-4267 

wyldmor@centurylink.net  
 

Carolyn Nusbickel 
185 Egret Lane 

Vero Beach, FL 32963 
610-687-1737 

bokar1@comcast.net 
 

Linda Meakin DVM 
2713 Chestnut Lane 

New Richmond, OH 45157-9067 
513-553-0333 

lindameakin@adelphia.net 

 

HERDING/HERDING STATS 
Linore Cleveland 
105 Hopi Way 

Kerrville, TX 78028 
830-257-7814 

lcleveland4321@gmail.com 
 

HISTORIAN 
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
574-946-4267 

wyldmor@centurylink.net 
 

JUDGES EDUCATION 
S. Eniko Szeremy 

10305 N. Chatfield Pl. 
Littleton, CO 80125 

303-791-6306 
szeremy@mho.net 

 
Barbe Pessina 

632 Peekskill Hollow Rd. 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 

845-528-9350 
moonshadowpulik@aol.com  

 
Carolyn Nusbickel 

185 Egret Lane 
Vero Beach, FL 32963 

772-231-0331 
bokar1@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 
 

 
LEGISLATIVE LIASION 

(OPEN) 

 
MEMBERSHIP  
Dr. Lee Parsons 

13950 Walnut Canyon 
Helotes, TX 78023-2807 

lee.parsons@att.net 
 
 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME  
Theodore J. Lawson, Jr 

PO Box 34133 
San Antonio, TX 78265-4133 

210-341-6156 
lawson@flash.net 

 
 

OBEDIENCE STATISTICIAN 
Nancy Kelly 

11140 Indian Village Dr. 
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

770-343-9383 
picikelly@aol.com 

 
 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
     (OPEN) 
 

PULI NEWS   
Linore Cleveland 
105 Hopi Way 

 Kerrville TX 78028 
830-257-7814 

pulinewseditor@gmail.com 
 
 

RESCUE TRUST 
Jane Slade Exum 

2855 Trickum Road 
Woodstock, GA 30188-1851 

770-928-3603 
pulimom@aol.com 

 
RESCUE TRUST TREASURER 

Linore Cleveland 
105 Hopi Way 

Kerrville, TX 78028 
830-257-7814 

rescuetrustpca@gmail.com 
 
 

 SPECIALTY  COORDINATOR 
    (OPEN) 

 
 

SPECIALTY CHAIR—2014  
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
574-946-4267 

wyldmor@centurylink.net 
 

SUPPORTED ENTRY COORDINATOR 
Suzette Poe-Martz 

1670 Monument Rd 
Middleton, MD 21769 

301-293-1425 
SuzetteMartz@gmail.com 

 
TROPHY COORDINATOR 

Bette Tannen 
6805 Woodmark Ct. 

Dallas, TX 75230 
972-385-1400 

rbtannen@swbell.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WAYS AND MEANS 
Brian Brubaker 

spindriftpulik@icloud.com 
 

 
EDITOR, PCA CALENDAR 

Linda Hall 
10977 Dobbins Run,   

LaFayette, CO 80026-9679  
303-828-0724  

whirlwindgraphics@comcast.net 
 
 

STAMP & CALENDAR MAILING  
Linda Hall 

10977 Dobbins Run,   
LaFayette, CO 80026-9679  

303-828-0724  
whirlwindgraphics@comcast.net 

 
 

VERSATILE PULI 
Cathy Pronzini 

2555 Holly Oak Dr. 
Danville, CA 94506 

925-820-9072 
corddogs@yahoo.com  

 
 

WEB PAGE 
Jim Moen 

2555 Holly Oak Drive 
Danville, CA 94506  

925-820-9072  
moenmail@yahoo.com 

COMMITTEES 
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DECEMBER PULI NEWS DEADLINE ~ 30 November 2014 

PULI NEWS CHARGES 
 

Breeder’s Directory:  
$50/year (unlimited litter announcements and listing on  
the PCA web site).  All Breeders’ Listings run from January 1—
December 31. 
 
Litter Announcements:  
$50 one time listing (two issues of Puli News and on the website for 4 months) if 
not a Breeder’s Directory Subscriber. 
 
Back Issues: $3/each if available (3 for $5, 5 for $10, 10 for  $20) 
 
Puli News Subscriptions:  
USA or Canada: $40/year (U.S. funds only). Foreign Subscriptions  $50/year.   
 
Advertising 
Full page $40 (includes one picture) Additional photos $7.00  
 
Half page $20 (includes one picture) Additional photos $7.00  
 
Quarter page $15 (includes one picture) Additional photos $7.00  
 
New Titles/certificates/accomplishments –$10 to include a photo 
 
PCA supported entry wins $5 per photo 
 
One page obituary—free of charge 

 

PULI NEWS SERVICES FREE OF CHARGE  
TO PCA MEMBERS: 

 

Announcements of newly earned AKC titles (no photograph). 
 
Announcements of recently earned group placements or Best in Show in 
Conformation at an AKC show, or a High in Trial placement at obedience, 
herding, rally, tracking or agility AKC trials by Pulik belonging to PCA members 
in the “Special Stars” column (no photograph) 

 
Winners of PCA Regional, Designated & National Specialties  
 
Top Ten Dogs in Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Herding & Versatility 
statistics issue published once a year (with photo and bio). 
 
Pulik placing or winning Invitational Shows. 
 
  
 

Ads can be sent “camera ready” or we can prepare them for you.  
All photos will be returned. 

 
Please make checks (in US funds) payable to  

“Puli News” and mail to: 
Linore Cleveland, 105 Hopi Way, Kerrville, TX 78028 

830-257-7814 pulinewseditor@gmail.com 
***Or pay online at www.puliclub.org*** 

**PCA ROOM RESPONSIBILITY POLICY** 

PCA has adopted the following rules in order to insure that the members and their dogs will be welcome at hotels in the 

future. 
Any individual attending a PCA Sanctioned Event and staying in a hotel, motel, inn or campsite/fairground has the responsibility 

of leaving that room or campsite exactly as found. This includes picking up after dogs on the grounds. Anyone who damages a 

room or campsite/fairgrounds and does not report the damage to the hotel/ campsite/fairground management and make immediate 

restitution or arrangements to do so within a period of time agreed upon by the management, will be subject to any or all the fol-

lowing actions by the PCA Board of Directors. 
  
1. May be banned from showing at the next PCA sanctioned event[s]. 
2. May be subject to AKC sanctions. 
3. Membership in PCA may be terminated and may not be allowed to be reinstated. 
  
DAMAGES SHALL BE DEFINED AS : 
1. Flea infestation, urine, defecation and/or any damage to hotel/ campsite/fairground property [walls, bedspreads, carpets, drapes, 

etc.]. 
2. Any verified complaint by the host hotel/campsite/fairground 
3. Any verified complaint by a PCA member. 
  
PCA ROOM REGULATIONS : 
1. All dogs must be crated and quiet when left alone in a room. Noisy dogs shall be quieted upon request, even if this means the 

owner/handler must stay in the room with the dog. 
2. Individuals will be expected to immediately report any damage by dogs or themselves to the hotel/campsite/fairground manage-

ment and to assume complete financial responsibility for those damages. 
3. No bathing or grooming will be allowed in rooms. A grooming room will be available whenever possible.  
4. Dogs are to be allowed on furniture ONLY if the furniture is covered with protective covering provided by the owner/handler. 
5. All owner/handlers will take preventative measures to assure that their dogs are free of fleas, mites, intestinal parasites and other 

communicable diseases prior to arriving at the hotel/campsite. 
BY SIGNING THE ENTRY FORM, COMPLIANCE WITH THIS POLICY SHALL BE INSURED.  ALL INDIVIDUALS 

ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLY. 

 



Puli News - October 2014, Page 25       

 

THE PULI CLUB OF AMERICA'S  

GUIDELINES FOR  

OWNERS/BREEDERS/EXHIBITORS  

The Puli Club of America, Inc. in accordance with the objectives of its 
Constitution, expects its members to use these guidelines in establishing a 
standard of conduct for themselves as owners, breeders, sellers and exhibitors of 
Pulik.  Every person who owns a Puli has an inherent responsibility to protect 
our breed. 
 
A. A PULI OWNER WILL  PROVIDE ALL DOGS WITHIN  THEIR KEEPING 
WITH: 

· Appropriate food, water, health care and shelter. 
· Emotional requirements of attention, affection and appropriate 

training. 
 
B. A PULI BREEDER WILL: 
 

· Be well-informed about the Standard of our breed. 
· Be aware that the purpose of breeding is to maintain or improve the 

quality of the breed in accordance with the standard. 
· Use all available means such as knowledge of ancestors, and CHIC 

testing to determine that breeding stock is free of inheritable disease.  
PCA required CHIC testing includes: 

1. OFA or Penn Hip for hips 
2. OFA for patella 
3. OFA Degenerative Myelopathy (DNA test) 
4. CERF (Canine Eye Registry)/OFA Eye Registry to be 

updated every 3 years 
Additional tests that can be performed but are not required include: 

1. OFA for elbows 
2. OFA for cardiac 
3. OFA for thyroid 
4. BAER (hearing) test 

· Obtain radiologically normal OFA/Penn Hip evaluation on all 
breeding stock before breeding. 

· Use only stock which is itself sound in body and temperament. 
· Breed only when in a position to properly care for the bitch and 

litter, recognizing that offspring might need housing for a 
considerable length of time. 

· Not breed a bitch at her first season, before the age of 2, nor breed 
her more than 2 out of 3 consecutive heat periods, taking the health 
of the bitch into consideration at all times. 

· Enter into all breeding arrangements with written contracts. 
· Keep accurate and thorough breeding records in full accordance with 

AKC requirements. 
· Prevent all breedings that are not carefully planned and provide 

adequate kenneling to prevent accidental or unplanned matings. 
· Insist that a visiting bitch be in the stud owner’s care and/or 

supervision before, through and until completion of estrus, so that 
accidental mating to another stud not occur. 

· Not substitute one stud for another without the knowledge and 
agreement of all parties. 

· Pay careful attention to physical and emotional needs of puppies 
produced. 

· Keep all puppies in the litter until they are a minimum of eight (8) 
weeks of age. 

· Be aware at all times that producing puppies is a commitment and 
they remain responsible for puppies they produce throughout the 
lifetime of those dogs.   

· Breeders are required to provide assistance to dogs of their breeding 
in need of re-homing, including taking the dogs back and fostering 
them until they can relocate them to a new home. 

 

C:        PERSON SELLING A PULI WILL: 
 

 Maintain a reasonable price within one’s locale, which price 
should also be compatible with national prices. 

 Intelligently and honestly classify stock as show prospect, 
breeding prospect or pet. 

 Provide AKC papers with limited registration if the dog is a 
potential detriment to the breed. 

 Ascertain that the prospective owner has the knowledge, 
ability and facilities to properly care for a Puli. 

 Give the buyer an honest appraisal of coat management, 
physical, mental and nutritional needs peculiar to the breed. 

 Provide a pedigree of at least 3 generations, typed or written 
legibly. 

 Supply records to the buyer regarding immunization, feeding 
and instructions for future care. 

 Release only puppies which are in good health and guarantee 
the health of the puppy for a reasonable length of time. 

 Only release puppies after 8 weeks of age which is in keeping 
with most animal welfare laws. 

 Provide written contractual proof of sale and guarantees.  If 
registration papers are not yet available, a bill of sale, giving 
names and registration numbers of sire and dam and date of 
birth are required. 

 Avoid false and misleading advertising, including internet and 
websites. 

 Not sell or provide stock to pet shops or commercial kennels. 

 Not donate dogs, puppies or adults, for contests, raffles, or 
fund raising events. 

 
D.        A PERSON SHOWING A PULI WILL: 
 

 Show and encourage the showing of high quality stock. 

 Exhibit only the most creditable ring deportment and accept 
the services of only those professional handlers whose 
behavior is exemplary. 

 Help the novice exhibitor and breeder.  Use kind, 
constructive and honest criticism. 

 Display good sportsmanship and conduct themselves, whether 
at home, traveling, at shows, or in hotels, in such a manner as 
to reflect credit upon the Puli Club of America, themselves 
and the Puli as a breed. 

 Exhibit dogs that are clean, in good physical condition and 
under control. 
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BREEDERS LIST 
 
All obligations are those created by the buyer and seller, and PCA has no obligations to either buyer or seller.  The Puli 
Club of America makes no assertions, claims or guarantees as to the breeders listed and each prospective buyer should talk 
to the breeder and ask the appropriate questions to their satisfaction. 
Key to Codes: 
P—Puppies offered for sale 
D—Adult Pulik are offered for sale 
S—Male Pulik at Stud 
A—Kennel visits by appointment 
I—Free general information 
The Puli Club of America just recently re-introduced the Breeders List.  Not all our breeders have yet listed themselves on the List.  The 
most current list can be found on the Puli Club of America web-site (http://puliclub.org) under the “Puppies/Rescue” tab. To be listed, a 
Breeder must have been a general member of the Puli Club of America for three years and be in good standing. They must sign the guide-
lines (see the prior page) and do pay an annual fee for listing. 

LITTER LISTINGS 

 

Breeder Litter listings are accepted from Puli Club of America members in good standing. Litter listings here will also 
be listed on PCA's web site at www.Puliclub.org/pcabreeders.htm. “In order for a Litter to be listed on the 
Breeders page in Puli News and Puliclub.org, a breeder must be a general member of PCA in 
good standing. They must also pay whatever the current fee is for the listing.  Proof of the 
required CHIC health tests for hips, patellas, DM and CERF/OFA Eye Registry for sire and dam 
must be provided.  CERF/OFA Eye Registry testing on sire and dam must have occurred within 
the last 3 years”  

Zeal to produce champions or perpetuate a bloodline must never compromise a breeder's sensitivity to the quality of 
life that every Puli bred will experience. Breeders must consider the welfare of the Puli above personal gain or profit. 
Breeders have the responsibility to insure the welfare of all puppies they produce and remain responsible for those 
Pulik throughout their entire lifetime. Should the situation arise, breeders are required to provide assistance to dogs of 
their breeding in need of re-homing, including taking the dogs back and fostering them until they can relocate them 
to a new home.  

This wording has been added to insure that breeder's own the ultimate responsibility for the dogs they produce 
throughout their lifetime. The Puli Club of America Rescue Trust is not responsible for placing dogs bred by known 
people in the breed, and the Board felt that clear lines need to be established to advise everyone of their responsibility 
in the future. Should Rescue be advised of a Puli in need of re-homing their first obligation is to try to determine who 
the breeder is, and then contact that person in order that they can make the necessary arrangements for their dog. 
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Puli Club of America 

LITTER LISTINGS 

Puli Club of America 

BREEDERS LIST 

The codes listed after a breeder’s kennel name tell you what services the breeder offers 
(codes defined on the preceding page) 

Applegate Pulik  (P,S,A,I) 
Fran Levinson 
155 Walker Road 
Landenberg, PA 19350 
610-255-5060 
pulimom@comcast.net 
 
Bowmaker Pulik Kennel  (P,D,S,A,I) 
Sherry Gibson 
5198 Hillsboro Viola Road 
Manchester, TN 37355 
(931) 596-3224 
gibsons@blomand.net 
 
Erdosi Pulik (P,S,D,A,I) 
Art Sorkin & S. Diane Smith 
940 N. Barkley 
Mesa, AZ 85203 
(480) 461-8440 
diane@web-oasis.com 
 
Lambak Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Sandra Schickedanz 
PO Box 2806 
Edmond, OK 78083-2806 
(405) 359-0322 
lambakpulik@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.lambakpulik.com 
 
Mezok Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Diane Fields 
W5285 Carla Court 
Stoddard, WI  54658 
(715) 590-3298 
MezokPulik@hotmail.com 
 
Moonshadow Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Barbe Pessina 
632 Peekskill Hollow Rd 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 
(845) 528-9350 
moonshadowpulik@aol.com 
http://www.moonshadowpuik.com 
 
Noe Barkaja Kennel (P,D,S,A,I) 
Dr. Linda Meakin, DVM 
2713 Chestnut Lane 
New Richmond, OH 45157 
(513) 258-4782 
DrLinda@all-creatures.com 
 
 
 
 

Piroska Pulik (P,A,I) 
Irma and Dagmar Fertl 
30403 N. Holly Oaks Circle 
Magnolia, TX 77355-5704 
(281) 356-3106 
Piroska1313@att.net 
http://
www.piroskapulik.scriptmania.com 
 
Prydain Puli (P,D,A,I) 
Barbara & Kathy Edwards,  
 Ruth Boatright 
13947 Umpire Street 
Brighton, CO 80603 
(720) 685-0131 
ppuli@aol.com 
 
Vadrozsa Puli Kennel (P,D,S,A,I) 
Kathy Allen 
3900 Happy Lane 
Sacramento, CA 95827 
(916) 369-7701 
vadrozsapulis@gmail.com 
www.vadrozsapulis.com 
 
Weatherby Kennels (P,S,A,I) 
Maggie Witwer 
27397 WCR 58 1/2 
Greeley, CO 80631 
(970) 352-4507 
mwitwer@frii.com 
 
Wyldmor Pulik (P,D,S,A,I) 
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100th N 
Winamac, IN 46996 
(574) 946-4267 
wyldmor@centurylink.net 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There are no new Litter Listings for this issue of Puli News. 

 

 

  

Note: If the kennel name of 
the breeder is underlined, it 
indicates they have a web-
site.  Go to puliclub.org and 
then to the breeder listing.  
The kennel name is a link to 
the web-site. 
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