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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

As I sit writing this message I look out the window at our umpteenth snowfall since Christmas, and 
wonder when we'll see the first warmth of Spring. Then .. . as I pause I remind myself that a scant 6 
months ago this past weekend, we were enduring I 00 plus degree days. It seems we can't seem to 
find a happy med ium these days. However, being housebound does give one time to reflect, and 
issues that the Board has been dealing with the past several weeks provide much food for thought. 

You ' ll note in this issue that the Board has approved medical expenditures for "Niko." Kathy and 
Ross Allen in Sacramento, CA generously opened their home to this old boy who found himself in 
need of foster care. As Niko 's breeder is a PCA member, our Rescue Guidelines do not allow Rescue 
to become involved as our Guidelines indicate that . ... "Zeal to produce champions or perpetuate a 
bloodline must never compromise a breeder's sensitivity to the quality of life that every Puli bred will 
experience. Breeders must consider the welfare of the Puli above personal gain or profit. Breeders 
have the responsibility to insure the welfare of all puppies they produce and remain responsible for 
those Pulik throughout their entire lifetime. Should the situation arise, breeders are required to 
provide assistance to dogs of their breeding in need ofre-homing, including taking the dogs back and 
fostering them until they can relocate them to a new home. 

This wording has been added to insure that breeder's own the ultimate responsibility for the dogs they 
produce throughout their lifetime. The Puli Club of America Rescue Trust is not responsible for 
placing dogs bred by known people in the breed, and the Board felt that clear lines need to be 
established to advise eve1yone of their responsibility in the fitlure. Should Rescue be advised of a Puli 
in need ofre-homing their first obligation is to tty to determine who the breeder is, and then contact 
that person in order that they can make the necessary arrangements for their dog. " 

Once in foster care with the Allen's it became apparent that Niko had some medical issues that needed 
to be dealt with if there was a chance to find him a forever home. The Board of the Puli Club of 
America, and PCA Rescue did not want the Allen 's to be out of pocket on these expenses and thus 
approved the medical bills for him when it became apparent that there would be little input from his 
breeder. At last report, Niko was doing fine after his medical procedures. If anyone can provide a 
permanent home for this elder gentleman (12 pl us years of age), please contact either myself or Kathy 
Allen. 

Just a reminder to everyone of the PCA Supported Entries in T in March and Harrisburg, PAin 
April. We hope to have good entries at both. 

Hoping everyone gets some sunshine soon. 

Barbe Pessina 
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Corresponding Secretary ~ 

Correspondence received from December 12,2010 to 
February 3, 20 II 

In the aforementioned time period, PCA received: 

12-2-20 I 0: Inquiry from an artist about promoting her 
Puli yam creation; 
12-4-20 I 0: Follow up to sweatshirt order from 
National Specialty; 
12-6-20 I 0: Inquiry from Sweden about an order place 
for items from National Specialty; 
12-20-20 l 0: Inquiry about purchased puppy and its 
breeder found on the Internet; 
12-24-20 I 0: Questions about barking in the Puli; 
1-7-20 II: E-mail seeking advice about groomers; 
1-7-20 II: E-mail notice from AKC about increase in 
recording fees from $3.00 to $3.50 per entry for 
Herding, Earthdog and Lure Coursing events; 
1-10-20 II: Email from Sales Manager for the Dobson 
Ranch Inn & Resort of Arizona promoting their 
facility; 
1-15-20 II : Puppy inquiry 
1-19-20 ll: E-mail from AKC regarding the 20 ll 
Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes; For more infonnation, 
see: www. facebook.com/aenc<http :// 
www. facebook.com/aenc>. 
1-22-20 II : E-mail from International Kennel 
promoting their "Meet the Breeds" venue in late 
February, 20 I I as well as advertising on their 
website: www.ikcdogshow.com 
1-30-2011: Puppy inquiry 

Additional activities: 

Ballot form submitted to PULl NEWS to break ties 
for 2013 Specialty Judging and counting received 
ballots is currently on-going. 

Submitted by Susi Szeremy 

Recording Secretary 

Topics under discussion by the Board: 
• Breeder responsibility, breeder guidelines and 

how to enforce them 
• Health testing guidelines for the Guidelines for 

Owners/Breeders/Exhibitors 
• Revisions to the endorsement form for the PCA 

membership application. 

Recently passed motions 

Motion 12-01-98 I, Michael Rohe, MOVE that 
PCA cover the estimated veterinary costs for Niko. 
This is a Puli that was bred by one of our PCA 
members, and is currently in foster care, in need of 
dental and other medica l treatments. The PCA Rescue 
Trust will cover these expenses, while PCA addresses 
the issue of breeder responsibility with the breeder. 
PCA will also remind the membership that all 
members of the Club understand that a breeder's 
responsibility does not end when they sell a puppy, 
but should last for the lifetime of the dog. Second -
Ted Lawson 

Motion 12-02-99 I Michael Robe, MOVE that the 
Board approve the appointment of Carolyn usbickel 

and Dr. Linda Meakin to the Health Committee, 
chaired by Patty Anspach. Second - Susi Szeremy 

Respectfully submitted 
Dodie Atkins 

Membership 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the 
following new Associate members of the Puli Club of 
America. 

Becky and Tom Sbeenan 61 Willis Drive, North 
Chelmsford, MA 01863 

The Board has assigned Provisional Membership to 
the following applications upon review. In the 
absence of feedback, which may cause the app lication 
to be rejected, these applicants wi ll automatically 
become Associate members after a period of 45 days 
from the publication of Puli News. Please note that all 
new applicants to PCA Membership that are citizens 
or permanent residents of the United States will 
receive an Associate Membership for a period of 12 
months, after which time they will become a General 
Member with all the rights and privileges of 
membership which includes the right to vote 

Sandra Lakeman 1677 Foreman Court, San Luis 
Obispo, CA 93405 Home: 805-541-3223 Email: 
sandralakeman@gmail.com. Sandra is a Emeritus 
Professor of Architecture and owns one Puli . Her 
interest in Pulik is as companions and pets and 
agility. Sandra has signed the Guidelines and is 
sponsored by the Board. 

Please send any membership queries or updates to 
Alex Davis, 
P.O. Box 706, Ashland, VA 23005 
Phone: 804-449-1527 

Emai l: Loakespark@centurylink.net 

Alex Davis 

PULl NEWS is published six times a year by 
the Puli Club of America, Inc. (PCA) and is the 
official newsletter of the club. The views and 
opinions expressed herein do not necessarily 

reflect or represent those of the PCA its officers, 
Board members or the PULl NEWS staff. 

Permission to reprint any portion of this 
publication must be obtained from the Editor. 

Any advertisement must be in accordance 
with PCA Guidelines and PCA takes no 
responsibility or makes no warranties 

as to the accuracy of any claim, offer or 
assertion made in any article or advertisement 

contained in Puli News. 

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 
submissions and make corrections, 

omit material, or do minor reorganization 
as required. 

The PCA and Editor reserve the right 
to reject any submissions for any reason. 

Please note 
New email address for 

Alex Davis 

(Editor Puli News & 
Membership) 

Loakespark@centurylink.net 

Correction 

December 2010 Puli News 

National Specialty Best of 
Opposite (page 22) 

CH Bokar Polly Wolly Doodle's 
sire and dam are 

CH Cordmaker Mississippi Mud 
and 

CH Bokar Ballykissangel. 
not as printed. 

Committee Vacancy 

Editor of Puli News 

Interested or have some 
questions about what is 

involved? 

Please contact either 

Barbara Pessina 
Moonshadowpulik 

@aol.com 
or 

Alex Davis 
(current editor) 

Loakespark 
@century link. net 
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Loakespark Razzle Dazzle OA OAJ NAP NJP OF 

Roxie won her Open FAST title at Oriole DTC 
on January 29th, 20 II under judge Scott Stock. 

Ch Loakespark Get Up & Go & Ch Loakespark Pretty Smart 

Owner/Handler: Alexandra Davis 
Breeder: Alexandra Davis & Carolyn Nusbickel 
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CedarRun Kasam Kerge lvadek RAE CD NA NAJ OF HT 

Kerge fini bed his OF title Saturday January 8 at the Alamo Dog 
Obedience Club Agility Trial under judge Tim Pinneri. His two previous 
OF legs came at the Den Tex Agility Trials in December - three trials, 

three legs! 

Owner/Breeder/Handler Linore Cleveland 
Sire: Ch Lambak Persnickety Won JP Dam: Ch Vastsjo Jellonz 

Umbrelladotter RE CD NAJ 



Loakespark Waltzing Matilda AX AXJ MXP3 MJP3 PAX 

Tillie became the first Puli to achieve a PAX title on December 17, 2010 
at Western Reserve KC, in Cleveland, OH under Judge Howard Etzel 

Tillie is owned, adored, and handled by Brooke Ellsworth 

Rackaorzo Citeras NA NAJ 

"Seeker " completed the requirements for his 
Novice Agility Jumpers and Novice Agility Standard 'degrees" 

Owners: Rob Sky, Stevenson Yost and Barbara Yost 
Sire: Rackaorzo Gomboca 

Dam: Matyas Kiraly Udvari Jegyes 

CH Piroskai Kowabunga 
MX MXJ MXP MJP2 HCT CGC VP 

"Kai" earned her Master Excellent Jumper Preferred 2 title 
on 19 November 2010 under Judge Pamela Nettles at the 

Dallas Agility Working Group trial. 

Owners: Dagmar Fertl and Irma Fertl 
Breeders: Irma Fertl and Susan McDaniel 

Sire: Ch. Chance's Favorite Son PT 
Dam: Ch. Piroskai I'll B Home For Xmas CGC 

********************************* 
: SPECIAL STAR : 
* * 
: Bartok's Little Black Note UDX OM2 HSAs : 

* * * * * High In Trial : * 
* * : English Springer Spaniel Club of Greater Atlanta : 
* December 18th, 2010 * 
: Judge: Jeanne Stephens : 

* * : Atlanta Obedience Club Trial : 

* January 16th _o 11 * 
: Judge: Da\ e . 1aurer : 

* * ********-************************ Puli .\'ews- Fehroary 2011, Page 5 



PULl BREEDER'S RESPONSIBILITY 

A true breeder considers the dogs and puppies they 
produce as a work in progress. They have a clear picture 

in their mind of the perfect dog they hope to someday produce, 
and each subsequent litter is designed to take them one step 
closer to this ultimate goal. Sometimes these breedings work the 
way they plan, and sometimes they don't but a genuine breeder 
loves each and every puppy they produce, and this devotion lasts 
the lifetime of these puppies, as they grow into young adulthood, 
and subsequently become geriatric citizens. 

Breeders have a strong sense of pride. Pride of ownership in the 
dogs they keep for themselves to carry their program forward. 
Pride in the puppies they send out in the world to fulfill the 
dreams of ownership for pet and show owners alike. Pride in the 
accomplishments of the people who own their puppies and deep 
satisfaction when they see the dogs that they have produced excel 
in other venues, whether the show ring, obedience, agility, 
herding, therapy dogs, or just as someone's well loved pet. 

Breeders have a strong sense of ethics. A good breeder will 

A real Breeder understands the tremendous responsibility 
of the dogs they bring into the world, and accept this 
responsibility as part of the privilege of enjoying the 

breed as they have. 

A Breeder accepts the obligations that come with breeding: 

• Breed only to improve the breed with the ideal Puli as your 
goal 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Be honest to a fault about your breeding stock . 

Disclose genetic and potential faults or problems . 

Provide test results (OF A & CERF) on the sire and dam of 
puppies. 

Breed only as many litters as you can reasonably find good 
homes for. 

Screen potential buyers carefully . 

Evaluate the purchaser's animal history and reason for 
wanting a Puli. 

invest themselves fully in the people that own their puppies in an 
attempt to instill a strong sense of ethics and good sportsmanship. • They encourage training classes to bring the dogs to their full 

Be honest about life with a Puli, and breed specific traits . 

Educate the buyer about the breed . 

potential, and encourage the owners to fight the good fight, show 
to win, but remember at the end of the day it is a sport, and there 
are enough dog shows to go around for everyone. Good Puli 
breeders do the necessary health testing to insure that only the 
soundest dogs are used in a breeding program, thus insuring the 
future of the breed. A Puli Breeder spends the time to teach the 
breed to those who have an interest and explain the elements that 
make a good Puli . Good breeders evaluate their own dogs 
honestly and refrain from any physical alteration or use of 
artificial grooming products that falsely enhance a dog to the 
future detriment of the breed or breeding program. 

Breeders are keenly aware of their responsibility to their future 
breeding goals, to the dogs they produce or hope to produce in 
the future, to their puppy owners; to the public at large but first 
and foremost to the Puli breed. A good Puli Breeder spends an 
inordinate amount of time giving back to the breed, either thru 
service to the Puli Club of America, Puli Rescue or any of the 
programs furthered by the PCA. Their primary goal is not just the 
dog shows on the weekend, but the service they can do to protect 
and preserve the breed for future generations. 

A good Puli breeder does their best to insure that all of their 
puppies or adult dogs are placed in good and loving homes. This 
is the one responsibility that is fust and foremost in their minds. 
They screen potential homes as carefully as they possibly can, 
and only part with a dog when they are sure that they have found 
the ideal home where they can live their lives out and eventually 
die, as treasured and much loved pets. Each puppy or adult that is 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Provide a "puppy package" with each puppy including a 
contract, pedigree, registration papers, articles pertaining to 
grooming, puppy care, raising and training a Puli , list of 
breed specific books, PCA membership application, feeding 
and care instructions, immunization and worming records, 
health certificate from your vet within the past 10 days. 

Keep informed on the puppy/adult Puli's development in the 
new home. 

Require "pet" puppies to be spayed/neutered . 

Insure that all contracts with puppy buyers are fair and 
ethical. 

Be available for consultation and to help with problems that 
arise during the life of the dog. 

Take back the unwanted puppy or dog or be responsible for a 
suitable placement in a new home!!! 

Be gracious to newcomers in the breed . 

The good Puli Breeder has spent a lifetime building their 
reputation and name. They have spent years setting high ethical 
standards for themselves to insure that their reputation is an asset 
to the dogs they produce, to the Puli Breed and to themselves as 
human beings. They understand the obligations listed above, and 
intrinsically know that once they fail to meet these obligations 
their reputation is forever altered, and once lost- difficult to 
regain. 

Barbara Pessina 

placed or sold represents years and years of work and devotion to r.========================~ 
the breed. Many times along the way there is intense heartbreak 
and disappointment, and tears too countless to mention, but there 
is also excitement and satisfaction. An experienced breeder will 
ask many detailed and personal questions before relinquishing a 
puppy or dog, and without the right answers will not sell the dog. 
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September 22-25, 2011 
PCA 56th National Specialty 

Purina Farms 
Gray Summit, MO 



~ SPECIAL OFFER FROM PCA ~ 

AKC GAZETTE 
PULl ISSUE 

This is the classic Puli issue of the 
AKC Gazette magazine we've all 
been waiting for. A m ust-have. 
Beautifully written extensive articles 
with breathtaking photos, covering 
every aspect of the Puli from head
to-tail. Page-after-page of Pulik. It's 
a collector's item for any Puli lover. 
You'll want to add this to your library. 

$7.50 each, plus S&H 

or $5.00 each if combined 
with calendar 

and pay no extra S&H 

OFFICIAL PCA 
2011 CALENDAR 
13 pages of beautiful full color 

pictures of the wondeiful, 
unique and exciting Puli. 

$20.00 each, plus S&H 

Shipping & Handling for Gazette, or for Calendar, or for Combined Offer: 
North America $6 + $1 for each addl. International $9 + $2 fo r each addl. 
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CH Mt Hood 's Peak Perfection 
Sire: CH Szeder's Heads or Tails Dam: Mt Hood 's Gay Abandon 

Bred by: Linn Hiett & Bill Hiett 

Whelped: 11 / 26/2008 

'Kesz' finished his Championship on 10/31/2010 at the 
Sacramento Dog Fanciers show under Judge Joyce Vanek 

'Kesz' received an Award of Excellence at the 
AKC Eukanuba National Dog Show on 12/6/2010 under Judge Lawrence Terricone 

Thanks to Linn & Bill Hiett for letting us have Kesz. 
Owned and loved by Cathy Pronzini & Jim Moen & Bill Hiett 
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Two MACHs and a PAX 

On 12/31/2010 Rombi completed his PAX Agility Title, making him 
the first Puli to earn both a MACH and a PAX title. 

MACH2 Mt Hood's Rombolo Rocket RE PT PAX MXP2 MJP3 VP 
USDAA Titles (MAD ASA AS JM) 

Rombi completed his PAX title 
(20 Double Qualifying scores in Excellent B- Preferred Agility Standard & JWW classes) 

on 12/31/2010, exactly one year to the day after he completed his MACH2 title. 
Rombi was 11 Y2 years old when he completed his most recent title. 

We are so proud of him. 

Thanks to Linn & Bill Hiett for letting Rombi come into our lives. 

Owned and loved by Cathy Pronzini & Jim Moen 
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IS MY DOG SICK ? 

All of us experience questions concerning the health of our dogs. 
We suddenly notice that our dog is not being his usual self. How 
do we know when to call our Veterinarian ? What is normal ? 
Am I being paranoid ? The following information is offered as a 
guide to help you evaluate the situation. Any questions should be 
directed to your Veterinarian . 

Respiration rate : normal rate is 16 to 20 breaths per minute. 
They can pant up to 200 pants per minute. It is best to check 
while the dog is sleeping because it becomes quite variable when 
awake. Another cause for concern is excessive noise when 
breathing and/or struggling to get his breath. 

Heart rate : normal is 70 to 160 beats per minute. [ as in people , 
the fitter the dog , the slower the heart rate is] Normal in puppies 
is 120 to 160 beats per minute [ up to 1 year in age ] 
How to find it : Feel along the dog's left side , just above his 
elbow, put your hand over tills area and feel for a heartbeat. 
Count the number of beats for I minute. [or 15 seconds and mul
tiply by 4] 

Temperature : [ a digital rectal thermometer is a great tool to 
have around] normal is 100 to 102.5 degrees Fahrenheit. Normal 
in puppies is 96 to 97 degrees Fahrenheit at birth gradually in
creasing to I 00 degrees Fahrenheit at 4 weeks . 
How to take it : rectally . This is something that is often done 
incorrectly. The thermometer needs to be inserted AT LEAST% 
TO 1 INCH in order to get an accurate temperature reading. If 

SUPPORTED ENTRY 
Cypress Creek KC (2) ovemberl4th, 2010 

Judge: Sherry Gib on 

BEST OF WINNERS & WINNERS DOG 

Kere kedo Cassius Marcellus de 1 ubia 
By Ch Moonshadows Mind Over Matter - Ch Prydain Inca Kereskedo. 

Owner : Theodore and H elen Lawson 
Breeder : Joe Merchant 
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this is done incorrectly you can get a falsely low temperature. 

Color of gums : [Veterinarians refer to them as mucous mem
branes ] normal is pink. In Pulis we frnd dark or black gums 
[that is called pigmented and is great if we get it in our breeding 
program ]. In that case , you can pull down the bottom eyelid and 
look at the membrane on the inside. It should be a nice pink 
color. Any other color is cause for concern. 

Ears : The Puli is a drop eared dog with a lot of hair. If you no
tice excessive shaking of head, that may indicate an ear infec
tion. Also, any foul odor from the ear is a strong indicator of 
infection. 

Always remember, your Veterinarian is your best friend 
when it comes to the health of your dog. They are the experts. 
By being able to give him/her the information that we de
scribed above, they might be able to better advise you on a 
possible hospital visit. 

Your Health Committee 

PS. The tail of a Puli is a great barometer of how they feel. Nor
mally they carry their tail up, over their back, however when you 
notice the tail is carried down and straightens out, the neck and 
head are lowered, something is going on. They could be scared or 
not feeling well. Check it out. 

PPS. We humbly suggest that this article be copied and handed 
out to all puppy buyers 

Who Me? 
Lucy "Bowmaker Lucy in the Sky" 

(photo Jon Miller) 



I 

Pull Power at Texas Agility Trial 

The crowd thought they were seeing double (make that quadruple) with an entry of 4 Pulik at the DenTex 
agility trial held 3-5 December 2010 in McKinney, TX, with judges Sionag Black and Rhonda Crane. 

Dallas-native Dagmar Fertl was delighted to welcome Sandy Schickedanz (Edmond, OK) and Linore 
Cleveland (Kerrville, TX) to her stomping grounds. No surprise, the Pulik (ummm, make that the BOYS) 
delighted the crowd with their clownish antics and exuberance; the sole girl Puli showing, takes her job too 
seriously to be an entertainer. A 51

h Puli came on 20 November to support his fellow Hungarians and sent the 

crowd into a tailspin with his non-black color. 

A good time was had by all, "Kerge" handled by Linore was a speed demon and qualified (Q'd) both days in 
FAST, earning his first 2 legs towards his Open FAST title. Then "Kerge" just had too much fun tormenting 
his mom during his remaining runs, 'yelling' at her to run faster. Sandy says "Snickers" had S-E-X on the 
brain and was too busy thinking about girls to focus on his coursework. "Mojo" handled by Dagmar picked up 
one Q on the Jumpers course, while his aunt "Kai" (also handled by Dagmar) earned 4 Qs including one 
double-Q. We made a group photo of father and son ("Snickers" and "Kerge"); brothers ("Attilla" and 
"Mojo"); and aunt to the brothers ("Kai") . 

From left to right: Attilla, Kai, Mojo, Kerge, and Snickers. 

APRIL PULl NEWS DEAD 11 
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KEEP THE KIBBLE COMING 

RecenLly there have been a number of older Puli needing to find human life, a traditional measure for a oust o r because the trusts 
homes because of d1e cleaili of ilieir owners . There have also been have no hum<m benefici<U")'. 
a number of cases in local rescue shelters. Contemplating our de
mise is usually low on our to-do list, however if we <U·e concemecl 
about our Puli 's we lf<U·e, some consideration of our options is nee-
essary. 

If you <u·e expecting relatives to take over d1e care <U1ci welfare o f 
your Puli you may be setting d1em up for eli aster. A recent acl\~ce 
column printed a letter from a lady (not a Puli person) , who was 
ve t")' upset that her husb<U1d, when questioned, said he would find 
homes fo r her beloved agility dogs instead of caring for iliem him
self. I don 't know if iliat m<U·tiage is still going but it i a good in
centive to consider our ovm situations. Spouses don't always share 
our dog lives <U1d often f<Unilie inhetiting ilie pet from an older 
relative <U·e not equipped to h<U1dle ilie responsibility and ilie pet 
ends up in a placement shelter. 

Many people wiili AKC registered dogs have re lied on co owner
ship o r wills to c<U·e for d1eir pets. There have been some f<Unous 
cases of people leaving huge sums of money to ilieir pets; in 1993, 
tobacco heiress Doris Duke left $ 100,000 to her dog Rodeo, a 
Sh<U·-Pei. Leona H elmsley left $ 12 million (reduced by a judge to 
$2 million) in oust for ilie benefit of Trouble, her beloved Mal
tese. Courts have often invalidated such OUsts because d1ey were 
considered excessive or because ilieir duration was not based on a 

A 1993 change in the nifonn Probate Code, a legal model used 
by m<my state systems, allows trusts for pets d1at continue for the 
pet's lifetime. The tate quickly followed will1laws of ilie ir own. 

In my last rese<U·ch 40 states have enacted pet OUst fund laws but 
be aw;u·e that enforcement \"aries. In iliree of d1e 16 states with pet 
laws - California, ~1i Ollli and Tennessee - trusts can be set up, 
but d1e trustee i not legally required to C<UTY out the terms. Your 
executor should be omeone iliat you trust wi ll C<UTY out your 
wishes. There are al o limit on how much you can put in the ou t 
for your pets and the fund ends upon ilie pets deaili. 

One of ilie prize at ilie 2009 specialty was ilie book; The Pet Plan 
and Pet Trust Guide minen by Kimberly .-\danlS Colgate <U1d illus
trated by D ebby Cam1an who al o created our trophies. It pro
vides a guide to etti.ng up a Pet Pl<U1 and a Pet Tru. t including a 
fill-in-ilie-blank Pet Trust Fom1. Perhap we can pro~de more of 
d1ese at future pecialtie . . You can a! o fmd information on line 
or wiili your O\\TI e. tate lawyer... Don't delay in prm~ding yourself 
'A~ili ilie peace of mind of kno\\in you have en ured ilie welf<U·e 
and hap pine of your Puli when you are gone. 

From the Pulik at the house of Rob Sky 

Knitting with Puh" hair! 

Many of you saw and bid on the jacket made from Puli hair 
at the Silent Auction. Here is the background to the project. 

In the 1960' s & 1970' s Old English Sheepdogs were our 
main breed, with six of the eight being in full show coats 
there was always a lot of grooming taking place. At that 
time some exhibitors had the idea to get the combings spun 
and then used for weaving or knitting. This idea appealed 
to me and I ended up with a Bobtail shawl and a woven 
cushion cover. 
When judging in Australia a lady with Samoyeds had their 
coat spun and knitted into a mid-calf length coat lined with 
satin. A beautiful sight but it was so heavy she could not 
wear it! 

Osteoarthritis in my hands brought the gradual phasing out 
of the Bobtails and so Pulis came to Loakespark with coats 
to cord instead of coats to brush and comb. Increasing 
judging commitments brought the end to my exhibiting and 
so any Puli I had was purely a pet. Using the Pet Passport 
(no quarantine requirement) I brought Mikey to England 
from America. 

Cutting his coat twice a year, I started to think in terms of 
spinning once more. It took quite a while to locate a lady 
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who would spin the fist six 
months of coat growth. 
When I contacted her with 
an initial sample she 
expressed interest but 
asked that I did not wash 
the coat which was about three inches long. The effect of 
washing it and rubbing the coat would cause felting and 
make it difficult to spin. 

The first year's production was insufficient to fully make a 
garment, so I started off with the back and both front 
sections, awaiting the next 'crop' to be used for the sleeves. 
As soon as knitting started I had to carefully put away my 
work as one rather eager young Puli was vey excited to 
sniff his old coat and Mikey kept trying to disappear with 
the balls of Puli wool! With the jacket finished I carefully 
washed it in shampoo and dried it flat. 

When the jacket was finished it was interesting to find the 
color variations in the wool as the Mikey had aged; 
originally born black he has been gradually turning grey. 

Ann Arch 



AKC GAZETTE- Puli Breed Column 

This article first appeared in the March 20 I 0 AKC Gazette and is 
reprinted with permission. To subscribe, visit www. akc.org/pubs. 

Making the Right Match 

For Breeders who guarantee that they will unconditionally take a puppy 
back at any time, it is crucial to make the right match in the first place. 
The last thing any of us want is a five year old dog who "just hasn ' t 
worked out." In almost forty years, I have had this experience only twice 
and neither event was a happy one for me, the dog, or the family 
involved. On the other hand, only two returned dogs in 37 years of 
raising and selling puppies isn't too bad a record. In order to get the right 
"fit" between each puppy and prospective buyer, I conduct several phone 
interviews before ever committing to a sale. After I have decided that a 
family is ready for the responsibilities of owning a Puli, I begin to try to 
match the puppies to the buyers. Anyone who has raised a litter 
understands that all puppies are different in personality, intelligence, 
trainability and adaptability. The more I can learn about the prospective 
buyer's household, the better I will be able to select the right puppy for 
them. To facilitate my match-making efforts, I have devised a 
Questionnaire that I have found helpful. Here is a copy of my 
Questionnaire. I hope some readers will find it useful. 

Puppy Questionnaire 

Congratulations. You have been approved as a suitable home for a 
Bowmaker Puli puppy. In the next few weeks, I will have to figure out 
which puppy in this litter is best suited to your family. Even though we 
have already discussed many details in the pre-screening interview, I 
now need to get as clear a picture as possible of what daily life will be 
like for your puppy and what your expectations are for tills new addition 
to your household. Some of the information requested may seem 
intrusive or downright "nosy." Please understand that my intent is not to 
pry into your family business but rather to better understand your family 
setting and personality. Please take some time to think about the 
following areas and write a brief essay describing your household. I have 
listed some points to consider that will help me decide which puppy is 
the right match for you. 

• Household members names and ages (of cillldren) 
• Activity level of the household (sedentary, daily walks, sports, 

travel , visitors, etc.) 
• Noise level of household (fairly quiet, moderate, lots of 

activity, etc.) 
• Describe a typical week-end for your family 
• Describe a typical week-day in your home 
• Previous pets - species, breed, life span, indoor vs. outdoor, 

etc. 
• Where you plan to keep the puppy when there is no one at 

home 
• Description of yard (fenced, type of fencing, professionally 

landscaped, dog run, doggie door into house, etc.) 
• Experience with dog-related activities either for fun or for 

competition (showing, agility, obedience training, Frisbee, fly
ball, etc.) 

• Prior experience with training classes (dog club, private 
lessons, etc.) 

• Special conditions that the puppy will have to adapt to such as 
a person with a walker, cane or wheelchair (either household 
member or frequent visitor) 

• Your description of the "perfect dog" 
• Any other information you think would be helpful to me 

Sherry Gibson 

This article frrst appeared in the September 20 I 0 AKC Gazette and is 
reprinted with permission. To subscribe, visit www. akc.org/pubs. 

The Puli Bounce 

Breeders, exhibitors and judges alike have often heard of the "Puli 
Bounce." What exactly does that mean? For the average Puli owner, the 
Puli bounce refers to the athleticism and elasticity of the dog as well as 
their lively Puli spirit and their ability to spring straight up and look you 
in the eye. Most Puli owners agree that this is one of the most endearing 
traits of the breed. 
The term should not, however, be descriptive of the Puli's gait. Like any 
dog that was bred to do an honest day ' s work, the Puli should move 
efficiently with no wasted motion. A young Pulj moving at a collected 
trot may appear to be bouncing, but that is an illusion created by the 
motion of the immature coat and the springiness in the pasterns. A dog 
that is moving up and down when it is trying to go forward is not 
moving efficiently, no matter what the breed. 

It can be a challenge to assess movement on a fully coated Puli, but there 
are reference points one can use to make the task easier. When the Puli is 
coming straight at you, focus on the dog's nose. It should remain level 
and not move up and down or from side to side. There is a similar 
reference point when the dog is going away, but it is not as pleasant to 
look at. Viewed from the side, the topline must remain level as the dog 
moves. At a collected trot, there will be some springiness to the dog 's 
movement in sidegait but the back should remain strong and level. A 
Puli, at an extended trot, should move like a hover craft. Any deviation 
is due to structural imperfections. The movement should be effortless 
and smooth, not bouncing. 

Excess, up and down motion in the rear, making the cords fly, can 
appear very showy but it is due to the movement fault known as 
bicycling. The movement of the hind feet is vertical with no extension 
in the rear. Bicycling occurs when the angulation in the rear exceeds that 
in the front. Because the dog's front feet can't get out of the way, the 
forward motion of the rear legs is restricted and the dog kjcks out beillnd 
instead of reaching under and pushing back efficiently. On a smooth 
coated breed, tills movement fault would be obvious, but in a Puli, it can 
often be mistaken for the mythical "bounce" that judges have heard 
discussed. 

The gait should maintain a steady cadence with no break in stride. 
Occasionally, one will see a Puli who appears to be moving smoothly, 
and then it will suddenly give a little hop in the rear. This is incorrect 
and indicative of a structural problem- it is not the infamous Puli 
bounce. No dog should move with a skipping hop every fourth or fifth 
step. Doing so is a sign that something is wrong under the coat. 

No one should use the term "Puli bounce" as an excuse for incorrect 
movement. The Puli is a sheepherder, bred for stamina and endurance 
necessary for its age-old task of herding sheep on the plains of Hungary. 
Anything that interferes with that ability is not acceptable. 

Sherry Gibson 

Thank you to Sherry for providing the above 
for publication in Puli News! 
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Agility Training Notes #2 

So you've got your Puli trained and you've decided to enter a trial. You go full of anticipation since your dog in class has 
been outstanding. You always hit your contacts, weaves are great and jumping is terrific. 

You step in the ring, a little nervous but excited because you 've walked the course and it's made for your team. The ring 
crew tells you to GO and you signal your dog and off you go. Your dog remains at the start line and nothing you can do 
will persuade them to move. Of course, you are embarrassed and desperate for your dog to move. Finally you get them 
off the start line and they walk the course or they walk up to a jump and look at it. Conversely, they run all over the 
course paying no attention to you at all . What's going on? 

As we all know, Pulis are sensitive creatures. They want to please you but they have to feel secure in their environment. 
Trials, be they small or large, are full of loud noises and crowds of unknown, potentially threaten ing people. Remember 
our dogs are by nature and our standard "sensibly suspicious". A large crowd is going to upset them unless they have 
been exposed to loud environments and crowds while young. Even then, there are many of our dogs that are intimi
dated by the trial noise levels not to mention large numbers of strangers wanting to see "if they can see or if they have 
eyes". 

The best way to work around this problem that I have encountered is to use your class experience as a training ground . 
Using generous amounts of treats, ask your classmates to walk your dog away from you and relax. Progress to getting 
your dog to run for another person. If you can reach this point, you will not have issues at a trial. 

We are seeing lots of rubber contact equipment in our trials. When I first encountered them, all my dogs reacted as if 
their feet had been scalded. No contacts for us until I was able to get the dogs on there repeatedly so that this NEW 
obstacle could be recognized. Anything new at a trial will likely result in a refusal or fly off. I have a cocker spaniel and 
he could care less but all my Pulis were very put off by something new and different "feeling" no matter that the look of 
the equipment was the same. I have heard from many competitors that this has been a common reaction. 

If you know your dog has an issue with a piece of equipment, plan your run accordingly. DO NOT stand in front of the 
teeter and beg the dog to get on. That's for training not a trial. If you suspect that they will run around the dog walk or A 
frame, say something IN A HAPPY TONE OF VOICE about doing it later. Never make an issue of a training problem in 
a trial. A trial run should always be a happy occasion. 

Start line stays are a separate issue. I have had dogs with and without a start line stay and it's always easier on you to 
have a start line stay. Always keep in mind that if your dog is worried , nervous or upset, you are likely to be walking 
away from them on the start line, only to see them dart past you on their way to some jump or piece of equipment that 
they especially favor. 

If you don't have a start line stay, there are several ways to work around it. You can use a "V set". These are a must 
have for a fast and speedy dog and will allow you to keep up with them . You can also start further back from the start 
jump so that you cross it together. This method is problematic if your dog is much faster than you since they will have 
taken a couple of jumps before you catch up to them. 

If your dog is worried about being right and th inks a lot on the course then you have the opposite problem. Many times 
you will be faster than your dog so you have to find things to do so that you don't get ahead of your partner. In this case, 
it helps to be very fit so that you can run around the outside of the obstacles, choosing the longer path rather than the 
shortest distance between the jumps. Remember that if you have to "cheerlead" your dog a lot, at some point all your 
chatter will become white noise and in some cases a distraction to the dog . Thankfully, most of the time, once your dog 
gets used to trialing , they become a more confident dog and speed up. If you have a less confident partner, you must 
never criticize the dog. You must always be happy and upbeat or your attitude wi ll exacerbate the problem. You must 
celebrate every run with lots of cookies and praise especially if it was less than stellar. Your dog feeds off your emotions 
and will never find his confidence if you show how disappointed you are. NEVER yell at your dog, NEVER blame them 
for mistakes on course and ALWAYS praise them for something. 
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Thanks for the em ails, keep your questions and comments coming . 

Jane Exum Slade 
Pulimom@aol.com 



COMMITTEES 

AGILITY & AGILITY STATISTICIAN 
Cathy Pronzini 

2555 Holly Oak Dr. 
Danville, CA 94506 

925-820-9072 
corddogs@yahoo.com 

AKC COLUMNIST 
Sherry Gibson 

51 98 Hillsboro Viola Road, 
Manchester, TN 37355-6361 

Home: 931-596-3224 
Email : gibsons@blomand.net 

BOOK OF TITLEHOLDERS 
Irma Fen! 

30403 N. Holly Oaks Circle 
Magnolia, TX 77355-5704 

281-356.3106 
piroska 1313@an. net 

HEALTH EDUCATION 
Pany Anspach 
2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
574-946-4267 

wyldmor@kconline.com 

HERDI NG/HERDING STATS 
Steve Donahue 

70 Fiddle Creek, 
Social Circle, GA 30025 

678-643-3306 
Steven@donahueonline.net 

HISTORIAN 
Ruth Boatright 

26626 28th Ave. N. W., 
Stanwood, W A 98292. 
Phone: (360) 629-94 19 

rmb3@verizon.net 

JUDGES EDUCATION 
S. Eniko Szeremy 

10305 N. Chatfield Pl. 
Linleton, CO 80125 

303-791-6306 
szeremy@mho.net 

Barbe Pessina 
632 Peekskill Hollow Rd. 
Putnam Valley, NY I 0579 

845-528-9350 
moonshadowpulik@ao l.com 

Carolyn Nusbickel 
221 Hedgemere Drive 

Devon, PA. 19333 
610-687-1 73 7 (P/S/1) 
bokar I @comcasl.net 

LEGISLATIVE LIAS ION 
Sherry Gibson 

5198 Hillsboro Viola Road, 
Manchester, TN 37355-6361 

Home: 931-596-3224 
Email : gibsons@blomand.net 

MEM BERSH IP 
Alex Davis 

P.O. Box 706, Ashland, VA 23005 
804-449-152 7 

Loakespark@centurylink.net 

WEB PAGE 
Jim Moen 

2555 Holly Oak Drive 
Danvi lle, CA 94506 

925-820-9071 
moenmail@yahoo.com 

OBEDIENCE STATISTICIAN 
Nancy Kelly 

11140 Indian Village Dr. 
Alpharena, GA 30022 

770-343-9383 
picikelly@aol.com 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
Nancy Donah ue 
70 Fiddle Creek, 

Social C ire le, GA 30025 
678-643-3306 

nancy@donahueonline.net 

PULl NEWS 
Alex Davis 

P.O. Box 706, Ashland, VA 23005 
804-449-152 7 

Loakespark@centurylink.net 

RESCUE TRUST 
Barbe Pessina 

632 Peekskill Hollow Rd 
Putnam Valley, NY I 0579 

845-528-9350 
moonshadowpulik@aol.com 

SPECIAL TV AOVlSORY 
Patty Anspach 
2367 E 100 N 

Winamac, IN 46996 
574-946-4267 

wyldmor@kconline.com 

Assistant chairs 
Rob Sky 

I 049 Chapman Lane, 
Petaluma, CA 94952-1692 

707-778-8126 
skypuli@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Donahue 
70 Fiddle Creek, 

Social Circle, GA 30025 
678-643-3306 

N ancy@dona hueon I in e. net 

TROPHY COORDINATOR 
Bette Tannen 

6805 Woodmark Ct. 
Dallas, TX 75230 

972-385-1400 
rbtannen@swbell.net 

WAYS AND MEANS 
Brian Brubaker 

P.O. Box 291 , Carlisle, PA 17013 
717-226-6317 

brubaker@global.t-bird.edu 

EDITO R, PCA CALENDAR 
Linda Hall 

I 0977 Dobbins Run, 
Lafayene, CO 80026-9679 

303-828-0724 
whirlwindgraphics@comcast.net 

VERSA TLLE PULl 
Cathy Pronzini 

2555 Holly Oak Dr. 
Danville, CA 94506 

925-820-9072 
corddogs@yahoo.com 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
Theodore J. Lawson, Jr 

tl8 51 Belair# 103, 
San Antonio. TX 213-485 

2 10-34 1~156 
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BREEDERS LISTING 

All obligations ore those created by the buyer and seller, and PCA has no obligations to either buyer or 
seller. The Puli Club of America makes 110 assertions, claims or guarantees as to the breeders listed and 

each prospective buyer should folk to the breeder and ask the appropriate quesrions to their satisfilction. 

KEY: P=Breeder offers puppies for sale; S=Breeder has male Pulik at stud: A=Kennel vi sits by appointment 
only: I=Breeder offers free general information. D- Adult Pulik arc offered for sale 

APPLEGATE PULIK 10/1 1 
Fran Levinson & Ron Sullivan. 

155 Walker Rd. 
Landenberg, PA 19350 

Tel : 610 255-5060 (N P) 
Pulimom@comcast. net 

BARTOK PULIK 6/1 1 
ancy Kelly 

11140 Indian Village Drive 
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

Tel : 770.343.9383 (P/ N l) 
e-mail: picikelly@aol.com 

BOWMAKER PULl KENNEL lOII I 
Sherry Gibson 

5198 Hillsboro Viola Road 
Manchester TN 37355 

931-596-3224 (PISIN VD) 
gibsons@blomand.net 

CEDAR RUN PULIK 6/1 1 
Linore Cleveland 

105 Hopi Way 
Kerrville, TX 78028 
830-257-7814 (NI) 

CedarRunPulik@Kerrklickers.com 

CHAZAR PULIK 6/1 1 
Earl Gebhardt & Larry Hart 

8639 Jay Court 
Arvada, CO 80003 

303-420-9755 (P/S/NI) 

ERDOSI PULIK 4112 
Art Sork in & S. Diane Smith 

940 N. Barkley 
Mesa, AZ 85203 

480-461-8440 
diane@web-oasis.com 

KERESKEDO KENNEL lOII I 
Joe Merchant 

14000 Middleburg Plain City Rd. 
Plain City, OH 

43064-9012 (P/S/NVD) 
ohiopuli@aol.com 

LAMBAK PULIK 6/1 1 
Sandra Schickedanz 

PO BOX 2806 
Edmond, OK 73083-2806 
405-359-0322 (P/N S/VD) 

lambakpulik@sbcglobal .net 

MOONSHADOW PULIK 4/1 1 
Barbe Pess ina 

632 Peekski ll Hollow Rd. 
Putnam Valley, NY I 0579 
845-528-9350 (P/D/S/N I) 

moonshadowpul ik@ao I. com 

PIROSKA PULIK 2/1 1 
Irma and Dagmar Fen! 

30403 N. Holly Oaks Circle 
Magnolia, TX 77355-5704 

281-356.3106 (P/NI) 
piroska 131 3@att. net 

PRYDAI N PULl lOII I 
Barbara & Kathy Edwards, & Ruth Boatright 

13947 Umpire Street 
Brighton, CO 80603 

720-685-0131 (P/NI/D) 
ppuli@aol.com 

PULA-VISLA KENNELS 2/11 
Penny Johnson 

2427 County Rd. 1352 
Vinemont, AL 351 79 
256-739-23 71 (P/ NI) 

Pulav9@aol.com 

WEATHERBY KEN ELS 2/11 
Maggie Witwer 

27397 County Rd. 58 1/2 
Greeley, CO 80631 

970-352-4507 (P/S/ Nl) 
mwitwer@frii .com 

WYLDMOR PULIK 12/ 11 
Patty Anspach 

2367 E I OOth N 
Winamac, IN 46996 

574-946-4267 (P/S/NVD) 
wyldmor@kconline.com 

Breeder Information listings are accepted by Puli Club of America members in good standing. 
Breeders listed here will also be listed on PCA 's web site at www. Puliclub.org/ 
pcabreeders. htm. "In order to he listed 011 the Breeders page in Puli News and Pulic/uh.org, a 
breeder must be a member of PCA i11 good standing for three years prior to being listed. They 
must also pay whatever tire current f ee is for the listing" If your kennel has a web s ite, we can 
provide a link. Just send a note to the Web Page committee at moenmail@yahoo.com. 

Zeal to produce champions or perpetuate a bloodline must never compromise a breeder 's 
sensitivity to the quality of life that every Puli bred will experience. Breeders must corrsider the 
welfare of the Puli above personal gain or profit. Breeders have the respo11sibility to insure the 
welfare of all puppies they produce and remain resporrsible for those Pulik throughout their 
entire lifetime. Should the situation arise, breeders are required to provide assistance to dogs of 
their breeding in need of re-homi11g, including taking the dogs back and fos terrng them until 
they can relocate them to a new home. 

This wording has been added to insure that breedu's o..-rr the rdtimate responsrbilll} fr the 
dogs they produce througlrouttheu b•nmw T1u! PlJr C A.lwrico Resew Tnm is not 
responsible for placutg don bred peopl. "' rite brred. <Bd 1M Board 'elJ that dear 
lilte.! tteeti 10 l>t: t1{ tJrr jlttiJtn SlrouJd 
Resew ., U\ 10 6..nl! .. 
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